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Three pro-Israeli militiamen 
killed in Lebanon 

MARJAYOUN (AFP) — Three militiamen from the 
Israeli-backed South Lebanon Army (SLA) were 
Jailed Saturday in south Lebanon in an attack claimed 
by the Shiite Muslim Hizbollah, the SLA said The 
attack took place in the Christian Jezzin region an 
area in the extreme north of the Israeli-occupied 
“security zone" m south Lebanon that is controlled by 
the SLA, said the sources. Earlier Saturday five Israeli 
soldiers were wounded when Hizbollah guerrillas set 
off a mine under their Merkava tank in the central sec- 
tor of the occupied zone. SLA radio said. Hizbollah 
spearheads Lebanese resistance to the buffer zone 
which Israel established in 1985 to protect its northern 
border from guerrilla attacks. 
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New commander for U.N. 
observers on Kuwait-lraq border 

KUWAIT (AP) — A new commander is to take over 
the U.N. observer force on the Kuwaiti-Iraqi border, 
the mission announced here Saturday. Maj. Gen. Esa 
Tarvainen of Finland will assume command on Mon- 
day, the U.N. mission's spokesman, Abdullah] Rijal, 
told the Kuwait News Agency. He will relieve Maj. 
Gen. Gian Giuseppe SantiUo of Italy who finishes his 
two-year tour of duty on Sunday, Rijal said. The UJv. 
Kuwah-Iraq Observation Mission consists of 195 
unarmed observers and 775 Bangladeshi peacekeep- 
ers. It has been policing a demilitarised zone along the 
210-kilometre desert border since the end of the 1991 
Gulf war. 
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King opens 13th Parliament 


Monarch blames Israeli 
government’s ‘obstinacy’ 
for falter of peace process 

'We will continue to support our brothers towards 
attaining the Palestinian people’s legitimate rights 
and establishing their independent state on their 
national soil , with its capital in Jerusalem / 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein Saturday 
criticised Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu's policies and 
blamed the stalemate in 
tire Arab-lsraeli peace 
process on the Israeli 
government’s “obstinate 
and stubborn" stand. 

In the Speech from the 
Throne at the opening 
session of the 13th Parlia- 
ment. the King expressed 
hope that the determina- 
tion and yearning of the 
peoples of the region for 
peace and stability will 
help push peace efforts in 
the right direction. 

“The peace process has 
faltered recently as a 
result of the Israeli gov- 
ernment’s obstinacy and 
stubbornness/’ the King 
said before deputies, sen- 
ators and ministers. “But 
we remain in firm belief 
that people’s determina- 
tion in the choice of 
peace will finally over- 
come all the obstacles 
until the entire region 
enjoys its dream of 
progress and prosperity.” 
The King, has over the 
past 18 months criticised 
Mr. Netanyahu’s policies 
on more than one occa- 
sion, especially the prime 
minister's lack of com- 
mitment to the treaties 
and agreements that 
Israel signed with Jordan 
and the Palestinian 
National Authority. The 
King however, stressed 
that a distinction should 
be made between the 
position of the Israeli 


government and that of 
the Israeli people and 
warned that the Arab 
countries “old and worn 
out ways” serve the cur- 
rent Israeli position. 

“We stand to win or 
lose. Either way, victory 
or defeat will be our mak- 
ing,” the King warned. 

“Peace is not just a Jor- 
danian choice, but also 
the choice of all other 
parties. It is the choice of 
peoples as much as we 
hope it to be the choice of 
leaders,” he added. 

Jordan, therefore, is 
determined to pursue a 
durable, comprehensive 
and just peace that would 
lead to a Palestinian state 
with its . capital in 
Jerusalem. 

“We have provided the 
Palestinian Authority 
with all the brotherly and 
sincere support through- 
out different times and 
stages,” the King said. 
“We will continue to sup- 
port our brothers, today 
and in the future, towards 
attaining the Palestinian 
people's legitimate rights 
and establishing their 
independent state on their 
national soil, with its cap- 
ital in Jerusalem.” 

The King criticised 
what he termed as “the 
lack of truthfulness” 
among Arab countries 
and the continuous 
“exchange of insults and 
indictments" between 
them and called for a uni- 
fied Arab stand to face 
challenges of the 21st 
century. 

The King regretted that 
the Arab state of affairs 
was “not conducive to 


Srour wins House speakership 
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By Faironz Abu-Ghazaleta 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Sa’ad Hayel 
Srour, the former Speaker 
of the Lower House of Par- 
liament, set a record on 
Saturday by w innin g the 
13th House speakership 
with the highest number of 
votes ever received, 62. 
His only opponent, new- 
comer to the 80-member 
House Mohammad Bani 
Hani only managed to 
receive 15 votes. 

. One deputy was absent 
5nd two ballots were blank. 
/'Mr. Srour, who repre- 
i gents the Northern Bedouin 
/district, was reelected for 
|e House speakership for 
,$e fourth time. Mr. Srour, 
-■Mr- Bani Hani (Iibidj and 
jjdhammad Owedie Abba- 
(Amman) were the only 
three r unnin g for the 

$£akership post. Howev- 
IL ^ Abbadi withdrew 
Wun the race before ballot- 
!?g started" to clear the 
stage for the two remaining 
tatties.”. 

Several deputies 

t *pressed intention in the 
past few weeks to run for 
Speakership hut most aban- 
doned the race in its final 
■ **i— . 


stages. Centrist deputy 
Mobanunad Oran (Tafileh) 
decided to withdraw with 
no given explanation while 
Khaled Tarawneh (Karak) 
withdrew from the race on 
Thursday for “personal 
reasons.” 

Earlier this month, sever- 
al prominent deputies, 
including former deputy 
prime minister Abdul 
Raouf Rawabdeh, former 
minister Abdul Hadi 
Majati and Islamic Action 
Front deputy Abdullah 
AJcaileh announced then- 
intention to compete for 
the speakership. They all 
announced their with- 
drawals later. 

The election session, 
which followed His 
Majesty King Husseins 
Speech from the Throne, 
was presided over by Lutn 
Barghouri. the eldest 
deputy at the Lower 
House. Once elected, Mr. 
Srour presided over the 
remainder of the session 
which oversaw the election 
of the members of 
House’s permanent office: 
fast and second deputies 
and two assistants. 

Yousef Shraideh from 
Korah and Northern Valley. 


was elected as first deputy 
with 40 votes defeating 
Mohammad Thweib from 
Amm an who received 36 
votes. 

Nawaf Khawaldeh from 
Mafiraq won the seat of 
second deputy with 40 
votes. Two other deputies 
were running for the seat 
but lost. They are: Hazem 
Momani from Ajloun who 
obtained 29 votes, and 
Hamadeb Fara’neh from 
Amman who only received 
five votes. 

Deputies Riad Daoud 
Saraireh from Karak and 
Ahmad Qdeh Ajarmeh 
from Amman were elected 
as the Speaker’s assistants. 

Following the session, 
Mr. Srour met with mem- 
bers of the permanent 
office to appoint a special 
committee that will draft 
the House’s reply to the 
King’s Speech from the 
Throne. 

The Lower House is 
expected to convene on 
Wednesday to elect mem- 
bers to its 14 different 
committees, with the 
finance, judiciary, adminis- 
trative and foreign affairs 
committees being the most 
contested ones. 


King calls for end 
to violence against 
women, children 


proper dealings and to 
building relations. 

A division in Arab posi- 
tions and a constant trade 
of accusations and insults 
between Arab countries 
followed the holding of 
the Fourth Middle East 
and North Africa Eco- 
nomic Summit in Doha, 
Qatar. Some Arab coun- 
tries boycotted the sum- 
mit because of lack of 
progress on the Arab- 
lsraeli peace process 
while others decided to 
attend. 

“The (Arab state of 
affairs) certainly, in light 
of the true Arab interest, 
lacks a way out of the' cir- 
cle of slander and vilifi- 
cation, and the patterns of 
accusations and condem- 
nations. It also lacks 
logic, wisdom and the 
means to build friend- 
ships as well as positive 
and fruitful relations. At 
this moment of modern 
Arab history the situation 
requires all the coopera- 
tion and understanding,” 
he said. 

King Hussein voiced 
support and solidarity 
with the Iraqi people. 

“The suffering of the 
brotherly Iraqi people has 
been a source of deep 
agony to us and to many 
people around the world,” 
the King said. “We stand 
with all our capabilities 
for the lifting of our peo- 
ple’s suffering within the 
framework of maintain- 
ing and preserving the 
national territorial 

integrity of that brotherly 
country.” 


His Majesty King Hussein delivering the Speech from the Throne Saturday at the open- 
ing session of the 13th Parliament The King blamed the obstinacy and stubbornness of 
the Israeli government for the faltering of the peace process, called for an end to domes- 
tic violence and for adiieving women's rights (photo by Yousef 'Allan) 

New election, political parties, 
professional unions laws to be 
introduced to House — King 


By a Jordan" Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment will introduce new leg- 
islation to regulate all aspects 
of political life in the King- 
dom, IBs Majesty King Hus- 
sein told Parliament yester- 
day. 

The King said thai a new 
election law, a political parties 
law and a professional unions 
law will be introduced to Par- 
liament for discussion and 
endorsement -as part and par- 
. cel of the country's drive to 
modernise legislations. 

“My government will pre- 
sent to your esteemed assem- 
bly a package of laws and leg- 
islation. Some will modernise 
and develop existing laws and 
legislation while others will 
come to open new horizons of 
development and constiuc- 
tion,” the King said in his 
Speech from the Throne at the 
opening session of the 13th 
Parliament 

The King stressed that the 
new election law will “take 
into consideration the 
changes and developments of 
this age, establish increased 
equality and justice among all 
the people and maintain the 


constants of our national 
march.” • 

The current one-person, 
one-vote electoral system was 
highly criticised by the oppo- 
sition as promoting sectarian- 
ism and tribalism, but the 
government was adamant on 
using the law for the 1997 
parliamentary elections. 

The change of the electoral 
system was one of seven 
demands by the powerful 
Muslim Brotherhood move- 
ment that, along with other 
nine pnrdes, bpyedoed this 
year’s ckctiriflf?, : ■, 

The King did .not /say 7 
whether the jf^xxary.Piess 
and Publications Iraw, vdrich. 
was issued in May d&w 'year,, 
would be introduced to Par- 
liament at its current session 
or not But be defended the 
law as being “a response to a 
wish by the previous Parlia- 
ment” who some of its mem- 
bers had persistently criticised 
the performance of weekly 
newspapers as’publishing fab- 
ricated news and obscene 
photos. 

Twelve weekly newspapers 
were suspended m September 
as a result of the temporary 
law which was perceived by 
human rights organisations as 


■ -« * * ... - - - - -** 

limiting press freedoms. The 
law imposed high fries on 
violators and increased the 
minimum capital of weeklies 
from JD 15,000 to JD 

300,000. 

"The temporary law did not 
come to limit freedoms or gag 
mouths,” the King said. “Nor 
did it come to belittle any real 
achievement by the previous 
law. Instead, it aimed at rcgu- 
lapngjhp press sector; which 
is from the state to the state 
and from the people to the 
people.” 

Although deputies belong- 
ing to the Muslim Brother- 
hood's political arm. the 
Islamic Action Front in the 
12th Parliament were the first 
to criticise the weekly press, 
the repeal of the temporary 
Press and Publications Law 
was one of their demands to 
participate in the elections. 

Islamists and other leftist 
opposition parties in addition 
to prominent personalities 
boycotted this year’s elections 
for what they said was lack of 
public freedoms and a tense 
political atmosphere in the 
Kingdom. 

The King stressed in his 

(Continued on page 7) 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein on Saturday 
made a passionate pJea far 
Jordanians to shun violence 
a gainst women and called for 
paying adequate attention to 
end the suffering of women 

unit rhilrirm 

Stressing the importance of 
women’s role in today's 
world, the King regretted that 
women were still exposed to 
i nhumane practices that 
deprive them from they basic 
and essential rights. 

*The Jordanian woman has 
excelled in the field of educa- 
tion and succeeded in differ- 
ent professions. Her support 
of official efforts to serve soci- 
ety and develop the country- 
side has become stronger. She 
also began to take part in die 
political life, becoming an 
important polar of the democ- 
ratic structure,” King Hussein, 
who Iasi week appointed three 
women senators to th£ 40- 
memb&r Upper House, said. 

•This is why we must pay 
serious attention to some of 
the dangerous phenomena 
that remain a source of 
women’s suffering, and 
which, unfortunately, consti- 
tute an inhumane violation of 
their basic rights." 

The King was making an 
implicit reference to crimes of 
honour which in the past 
decade averaged a third of all 
homicides in the Kingdom. 
.Twenty three women, sus- 
pected of having illicit rela- 
tionships with men outside 
marriage, were reportedly 
killed this year An average of 
25-30 women were killed 
every year in Jordan for hon- 
our-related crimes. 

Hhe most serious and dan- 
gerous of those is the hidden 
violence, which was the focus 
of many international confer- 
ences,” the King said. ‘This 
does not befit our Arab and 
Islamic society, the society of 
solidarity.” 

“Itis a flagrant contradiction 
with our ongoing calls to pre- 
serve human dignity and all 
human rights.” 

No woman was elected to 
the 80-member Lower House 
of Parliament There is one 
woman minister and three 


women senators appointed by 
the King. More mid more 
women are encouraged at the 
official level to participate in 
political life but traditional 
values remain (me major 
obstacle hindering them from 
reaching decision-making 
posts. 

The King also addressed 
dnldren rights aid called on 
the government to devise the 
right mechanism to hdp alle- 
viate their suffering. 

The King pointed in partic- 
ular to the stams of street chil- 
dren add to violence at home. 
He strongly criticised the way 
children are being brought up 
and treated in some Joidanian 
homes. 

“Despite ah laudable efforts, 
there remains a number of 
negative, harmful and shame- 
ful practices that we must all 
confront with rigour and 
determination,” the Kin g 
stressed. 

"The child is another victim 
of various forms of violence 
whether az home or in society. 
In Ae ferin£r, he is victimised 
under ' the prrtext of discipline 
and upbringing, and in the lat- 
ter by vagrancy and exploita- 
tion.” 

Child abuse was a tens 
unheard in Jordan until 
recently when experts testified 
at different fora that beating 
up children was one form of 
discipline practised by the 
parents. 

Sociologists, forensic doc- 
tors and psychiatrists have 
recently underlined the need 
to tackle the subject of child 
abuse. His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan has 
encouraged and supported the 
bolding of different seminars 
and conferences on violence 
against children and also on 
women ami crimes of honour. 

“A look around us shows an 
increase in street-children 
cither begging or being used 
in various selling schemes. All 
this leads many of our own 
flesh and blood into the abyss 
of delinquency and the depth 
of poverty and vagrancy," the 
King said. 

“In cooperation with your 
esteemed assembly, my gov- 
ernment will seek to fight off 
these dangers in an effort to 
raise our society to the levels 
of our ambitions." 


Over 40 Palestinians hurt in West 

* 

Bank clashes with Israeli soldiers 


BETHLEHEM (R) — 

Israeli soldiers wounded 
more than 40 Palestinians 
with nibber coated bullets 
fired during clashes ^in the 
West Bank town of Bethle- 
hem on Saturday, witnesses 
said. 

They said oik man was hit 
m the head and his condition 
was not yet known. Among 

the wounded, most of whom 

were lightly hurt, were three 
journalists and a Palestinian 
police officer. 

The soldiers, trying to dis- 
perse stone-tinowes, also 
fired teareas which hit a 
nearby Palestinian girls’ 
school in session at fre nme, 
they said. The pupils were 
evacuated. 

The protesters were 
demonstrating against 
■ Israel’s imprisonment of Itaf 
Alayan. a Palestinian 
woman affiliated with the 
Islamist Jihad group, which 
has claimed responsibility 
for ytuicks again*# Nniclis. 


The clashes erupted when 
Arab demonstrators broke 
past a Palestinian police 
blockade in an effort to reach 
Rachel's tomb, where Israeli 
soldiers are stationed, wit- 
nesses said. 

They said protesters had 
taken to die rooftops from 
where they huried stones at 
Israeli soldiers. 

Otte of the wounded was 
Reuters Camer aman Mazen 
Dana, who was hit with a 
rubber coaled bullet in his 
left hand. 

Demonstrations were tak- 
ing place across the West 
Bank calling for die release 
of Ms. Alayan. On Saturday 
she started the 39th day of a 
hunger strike aimed at secur- 
ing her release. 

T appeal to you my broth- 
ers ana sisters to help me and 
other prisoners and not to 
disappoint us,” Ms. Alayan 
said in a letter smuggled out 
of jail and published on Sat- 
urday in Palestinian newspa- 


pers. 

“I have no other choice, it's 
freedom or martyrdom,” the 
letter said. 

Protesters were carrying 
pictures of a voted Ms. 
Alayan and Palestinian Bags. 

Ms. Alayan, who was sen- 
tenced to 14 years in jail in 
1987 for attempting to cany 
out an attack against Israelis 
and for trying to kill a prison 
guard, was released in Feb- 
ruary 1996 with 30 woman 
prisoners in line with interim 
peace deals. 

She was reanesied last 
month and placed in admin- 
istrative detention under 
Israeli laws that allow sus- 
pects to be held without 
charge or triaL 

Palestinian officials who 
have visited Ms. Alayan 
have said her physical condi- 
tion is deteriorating. But 
Israeli prison officials have 
said Mk Alayan is in good 
condition and receives daily 
medical checks. 


Masri convicted of killing 
children, sentenced to life 


By Rana Hnssrini 

Jordan Tones Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Criminal 
Court Saturday sentenced 34- 
year-okl Mazen Masri to life 
imprisonment with hard 
labour after finding him 
guilty of die premeditated 

murder of his two children in 
September 1996. 

Masri reportedly confessed 
to the authorities on Sept. 25, 
1996 that he killed his two 
children, Haoin, nine, and 
Han, six, by giving them two 
cyanide pills before leaving to 
work on the morning of Sept. 
11 . 

The court tribunal original- 
ly handed down the death 
sentence but immediately 
commuted it because Masri ’s 
father dropped the charges 
against his son. 

Defence Attorney Ahmad 
Najdawi said the law stipu- 
lates that the grandfather of 
the victims has the right to 
wave his rights against his son 


and not the mother of the chil- 
dren, Hiam Hamoudeh, in 
this case. 

Mr. Najdawi told the Jordan 
Times that he is p lannin g to 
appeal the verdict, adding that 
he believes in his client's 
innocence. 

“The court has its own 
beliefs, and I respect them, 
but I hope that God will help 
the higher court to determine 
the truth in this mysterious 
case when it reviews the ver- 
dict,” Attorney Najdawi said. 

The local community was 
puzzled for almost a week 
after the deaths of the two 
children because authorities 
were unable to determine the 
cause of death. 

A week later the communi- 
ty was stunned when Masri 
admitted in front of the 
authorities that he killed his 
two children with cyanide, 
Masri began aying as soon 

(Continued on page 7) 
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2 Home & Middle East News 


Iraq: U.N. inspector a U.S. ‘agent’ 


BAGHDAD iR) — L'.N. 
weapons inspectors visited 
more sites in Iraq on Satur- 
day as an official newspa- 
per called a senior member 
of the international moni- 
toring team "a spy and 
agenP* of the United States. 

Al Jumhouriya daily 
lashed out at Nils Carf- 
strom. director of the Bagh- 
dad Monitoring and Verifi- 
cation Centre, for a state- 
ment this week in which he 
criticised the Iraqi govern- 
ment for putting up a sign 
reading “Down with Amer- 
ica" at an airport used by 
inspectors. 

“What has made this 
Swedish [man] to lose his 
temper and condemn a slo-' 
gan'? ...This issue proves 
Iraq's charges that the 
[U.N.] Special Commission 
consists of spies and 
agents." Jumhouriya said in 
a front page editorial. 

“When I go to Habbiniya 
airport as new inspectors 
are coming, there is a sign 
which says. ‘Down with 
USA' ... I am sad personally 
seeing that sign... if you can 
teli die government and 
officials to take that sign 
away." Mr. Carlstrom told 
on Thursday an Iraqi cul- 
ture and information min- 
istry guide who took West- 
ern reporters to the inspec- 
tors* headquarters in Bagh- 
dad. 

“His intervention and 
condemnation is a clear 
breach of the nature of his 
work and a confirmation 
that he is bias to America in 
its dispute with Iraq." the 
paper said. 

Baghdad sparked a tense 
standoff with the U.N on 
Ocl 29 when it banned 
Americans from U.N. arms 
inspection teams, saying 
they were spying for Wash- 
ington. 

Iraq reversed its decision 
last week after Russian 
mediation and a U.S. mili- 
tary buildup in the Gulf. 


UNSCOM has ‘not dared' 
visit presidential sites — Iraq 

DUBAI iAFPi — Iraq said Saturday that l\N. arms 
experts have so far no: dared to try to inspect presidential 
sites because such action would be in violation of a June 
3 996 accord. 

The inspectors of the U.N. Special Commission 
< UNSCOM i in charge of disarming Iraq have “resumed 
their work normally and so far not dared" to try to enter 
presidential sues, said Foreign Minister Mohammad Said 
A! Sahhaf. 

He told the Emirati newspaper AI Ittihad that it would 
be “in violation of existing accords between Iraq and the 
former UNSCOM chief. Rolf Ekeus.” 

A June 1996 accord called for Iraq to provide unre- 
stricted access for UNSCOM to visit all suspected 
weapons sites, while the Special Commission agreed to 
respect Iraqi sovereignly in carrying out its work. 

Mr. Sahhaf said Baghdad still expected the U.S. to push 
UNSCOM into trying to visit “sensitive” sites “so as not 
to appear to have lost" its confrontation with Iraq. 

The United Nations on Friday rejected an Iraqi offer to 
allow invited delegates into presidential sites, saying it 
“does not meet the requirement for inspections as spelled 
out by the fU.N.j Security Council.” 

Iraqi said Wednesday it was denying access to ‘’sensi- 
tive" sites but has issued invitations to 1 17 international 
observers, 

“Security Council resolutions require Iraq to allow the 
inspectors to go wherever they need to go. any time they 
need to go there." U.N. spokesman Fred Eckhard said. 


The inspectors headed out 
for Iraqi sites for the eighth 
consecutive day on Satur- 
day but it was not dear if 
they planned to include any 
“sensitive” sites which 
Baghdad has maintained 
were off-limits. 

Iraq and the U.S are at 
loggerheads over United 
Nations' inspections of 
Iraqi weapons. 

Baghdad says it has no 
more weapons to hide 
while the U.S. and the U.N. 
say Baghdad was still con- 
cealing biological and 
chemical weapons. 

A clean bill of health is 
needed from the U.N. Spe- 
cial Commission, in charge 
of arms inspections, before 
trade sanctions are lifted. 

U.N. Secretary -Genera] 


Kofi Annan decided on Fri- 
day against recommending 
a specific increase in the 
amount of oil that Iraq 
could sell in the next six 
months to buy food. 

Diplomats in New York 
announced Mr. Annan's 
decision soon after Iraq 
said it was cutting food 
rations for December 
because it had not received 
sufficient supplies under 
the oil-for-food scheme due 
to U.S. interference. 

The diplomats said that 
instead of recommending a 
specific increase in the 
amount of oil that Iraq 
could sell, Mr. .Annan 
would suggest the Security 
Council examine the possi- 
bility of raising Iraq's oil 
revenues in the light of a 


steady slide in the living 
standard of the average 
Iraqi. 

Bui they said the U.N. 
chief would not propose 
any figure himself, despite 
pleas from U.N. aid agen- 
cies to Jr» so. 

U.N. envoys said Mr. 
Annan had considered rec- 
ommending the Security 
Council raise from S2 bil- 
lion ro 5? billion the ml Iraq 
could sell to buy ftiod. med- 
icine and other goods for 
the next six months. 

The current plan expires 
on Friday next week. Mr. 
Annan give- his recommen- 
dations in a report to the 
Council on Monday. 

The year-old programme 
is aimed at bringing 
humanitarian givds to 
Iraq's people to alleviate 
punishing trade sanctions 
imposed shortly after Iraq's 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

About Si billion is left 
unspent in she current ni!- 
for-food plan, with Iraq 
saying the U.S. has delayed 
approving contracts on a 
U.N. sanctions committee. 
U.S. envoys say that Iraq 
failed to prepare the proper 
paperwork. 

Iraq itself always balked 
at the oil-for-food plan, 
saying it was used as an 
excuse for not moving to 
ease sanctions. 

In Baghdad. AI Qadissiya 
newspaper said on Saturday 
that Iraq would “bravely 
confront any aggression [by 
the U.S. | as it had confront- 
ed its 3lbnaiion aggression” 
in the 1991 Gulf war which 
ended the Iraqi occupation 
of Kuwait. 

The paper accused the 
U.S. of playing dow-n Iraqi 
initiatives which aim at 
defusing tension including 
inviting diplomat.- to visit 
presidential palaces from 
which arms inspectors are 
banned. 



Iraq said a U.S. U-2 spy plane flew over its territory again Saturday, the official Iraqi News Agency LNA reported 
IN A. quoting an official spokesman, said the plane entered Iraqi skies at 9.20 a.m. local time flying at high altitude 
beyond the reach of Iraqi air defences. Iraq has said it would shoot down the plane if it flew within the range of its 
air defences. It has also demanded that the United Nations replace the American spy plane with aircraft from other 
permanent members of the L’.N. Security Council. A U-2 Dragon Lady is show n flying high in an undated VS. Ak 
Force photo (Reuters photo I 

29 massacred near Algiers — press 


ALGIERS « AFP r — Twen- 
ty-five people had their 
throats <-lit and four were 
burned alive by suspected 
I-Iami-i* in two separate 
incident- near Algiers 
Algerian pre-.s report- said 
Saturday. 

The incidents rook place 
Thursday at roadblocks se: 
up by "terrorists" — the 
name used here for 
Islamists — at Souhane. 20 
kilometres south of Algiers 
and at Oued Djer. west of 
the capital. 

There was no official 
confirmation of the report- 
ed killings. 

More than IT? people 
were believed to have been 


murdered since local elec- 
tion- were held on Oct. 23. 

Independent media said 
that -ecurity forces had 
also killed dozens of 
Mamists in anti-extremist 
sweeps in recent weeks. 

According ro La Tribune, 
the head of the Armed 
Islamic Group tGIAi in the 
Medea region. Mahdjoub 
Bensaad. was shot dead by 
security forces Monday at 
Draa AI Galb. 

In the massacre at 
Souhane. is men. three 
women and four children 
had their throats cut w hen 
they were stopped at a 
fal-e roadblock on Route S' 
between Larbaa and Tab- 


la: . 

Two people reeeived bul- 
let wounds bui managed to 
escape, the daily Le Soir 
d'Aigerie said. AH were 
from Tablat. some SO kilo- 
metres south of Algiers. 

On Aug. 20. 63 people 
were murdered al Souhane 
in another attack blamed 
on Islamists. The GIA i.s 
active in the area, which is 
considered extremely dan- 
gerous. 

In the Qucd Djer inci- 
dent. four men stopped at a 
roadblock between AI 
Affroun and Khemis Mil- 
una "were tied up and then 
locked in their track before 
their assailants set fire to 


it Le Matin sa«L 

The four were ms imme- 
diately identified. 

On Friday, one person 
was killed when a bomb 
went off in the western 
Tipaza region. Security 
forces defused bombs in a 
cafe and at a bus stop in the 
Staoueli coastal area 
Thursday and Friday, Le 
Matin said. 

The daily Liberie mean- 
while reported that s « 
unidentified bodies have 
been found along the Kan 
Essour and Bordj Al Kif&m 
beaches in Algiers. 


Iraq says Iran’s release 
of prisoners not enough 


BAGHDAD < AFP) — The 
foreign ministry said Satur- 
day that Iran’s release of 
almost 500 Iraqi prisoners 
from their I9S0-198S war 
was welcome but not 
enough. 

"The release of 497 Iraqi 
prisoners is only a limited 
number of the 18,093 Iraqis 
held in Iran and officially 
registered" with the 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC). a 
foreign ministry 

spokesman said. 

He expressed "apprecia- 
tion of the Iranian gesture, 
hopeful that Iran will 
respond to the call of Islam 
and set free all Iraqi 
PoWs." 

Iran said it unilaterally 
freed some 500 Iraqi pris- 
oners on Thursday in a 
“humane" gesture to its for- 
mer enemy and to mark the 
anniversary of the birth of 


the Prophet Mohammad. 

The release of the PoWs 
appeared to be a goodwill 
gesture toward Iraq ahead 
of the Organisation of the 
Islamic Conference (OIC) 
summit next month in the 
Iranian capital. 

An official Baghdad 
newspaper. Al Iraq, said 
Saturday that Iran should 
free all Iraqi prisoners in 
the run-up to the summit. 
Otherwise, the OIC should 
urge such a release in its 
Tehran resolutions, it said. 

The issue of PoWs and 
soldiers missing in action 
during the eight-year war 
remains the principle obsta- 
cle to normalising relations 
between Tehran and Bagh- 
dad. 

Baghdad says it has freed 
all of its Iranian PoWs 
except for one pilot, but 
Tehran says Iraq still holds 
at least 5.000 of its soldiers. 


Israeli prime minister says ‘never’ to Palestinian state 


BONN iRl — Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netany ahu on Saturday ruled 
out the establishment of an 
independent Palestinian state, 
though insisting he warned the 
Middle East peace process to 
move forward. 

Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat has said he wants to 
declare an independent state 
in 1999. but Mr. Netanyahu 
told a German newspaper that 
Israel would not allow that 

“An Israeli government will 
nev er take the risk of allowing 
a Palestinian state to attack 


Israel." Mr. Netanyahu told 
BikJ Am Sonniag. 

“An independent Palestinian 
state could control the air- 
space above our cities and air- 
ports. We will never accept 
that." he added. The interview 
was released in advance of 
publication on Sunday. 

Peacemaking between 
Israelis and Palestinians has 
been stalled for months 
because of differences over 
security issues and the build- 
ing of new Jewish settlements 
in Palestinian- ruled areas. 

Mr. Netanyahu visits Bonn 


next Thursday. 

"Our relations with the 
USA are traditionally good. 
Bul as in the best families, 
there are now differences of 
opinion." Mr. Netanyahu said 
in remarks published in Ger- 
man. 

“I know that Chancellor 
Kohl is a great friend who can 
help his friends by influencing 
others." 

Mr. Netanyahu on Thursday 
offered to give Palestinians 
more land on the West Bank 
within five months as long as 
they fought what he called ter- 


rorism and joined accelerated 
talks on reaching a final peace 
deal. 

But he offered no new con- 
cessions in the Bild Am Son- 
niag interview, saying the 
1993 Oslo peace accord made 
no provision on stopping 
building new Jewish settle- 
ments in mainly .Arab-popu- 
lated areas. 

“The previous government 
already planned these settle- 
ments. Now our critics are 
turning the Oslo peace accord 
on its head." he told Bild Am 
Sonntae. 


“Israel is observing all its 
obligations. The ftdestinians 
aren’t holding to any . They are 
not arresting any terrorists and 
are failing io crack down on 
hostile propaganda in the 
media that they control." 

Mr. Netanyahu said his gov- 
ernment should not be written 
off. despite criticism from 
within his own right-wing 
Likud Party. 

“It's too soon to start writing 
obituaries," Ik said. “In tough 
situations you have to stick to 
your course. We have a stable 
coalition." 


Mr. Netanyahu was asked 
whether he had instructed fas 
Mossad intelligence service 
not to assassinate any poHuca) 
foes in the future following an 
assassination attempt against 
a leader of the Islamist Hamas 
group in Amman. 

He answered: “Wc have 
learned our lessons from past 
events, but we still live sur- 
rounded by terrorist organisa- 
tions and terrorist leaders who 
want to destroy Israel. 

“We will defend ourselves 
against them in future." 


Egypt says Israel must make first move toward peace 


CAIRO (AP) — Israel must 
make the first move to revive 
the Middle East peace process, 
and it should include a military 
withdrawal and a freeze of set- 
tlement building, the top advi- 
sor to Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak said Friday. 

“It is the turn of Israel to 
deliver on the main issues." 


Osama Baz told a news con- 
ference here. 

Israel should make “further 
redeployments" of troops 
from the West Bank and 
impose a “moratorium on set- 
tlement activities and the uni- 
lateral actions that are contrary 
to the provision and the spirit 
of the peace agreements." he 


said In Egypt's opinion, he 
said the Palestinians have ful- 
filled their obligations to tight- 
en security measures to pre- 
vent “any terrorist activity;" 

Peace talks between Israel 
and the Palestinians broke 
down in March when Israel 
began building a Jewish settle- 
ment in occupied Arab east 


Jerusalem, a pan of the city 
that Palestinians view as the 
capital of their future state. 
Subsequently. Palestinian sui- 
cide bombers have killed 
dozens of people in Israel. 

Regarded as the leading 
political analyst in the 
Mubarak administration. Mr. 
Baz shuttled between Israel 


and the Palestinian self-rule 
areas earlier this year in a bid 
to bring the two sides back to 
the negotiating table. 

He said Friday he was again 
talking with both sides. On 
Wednesday he met Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu's diplomatic 'advis- 
er. Uzi Arad in Cairo. 


On Thursday and Friday. 
Mr. Baz discussed the latek 
Israeli proposals in phone calls 
with Palestinian President 
Yasser ArafaL “We hope, 
together with the U.S.. to be 
able, combining our forces, to 
revive the process.” Mr. Baz 
told members of the Cairo 
Foreign Press Association. ' 
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CHURCHES 

St- Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh. Tel. S 1 0740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
6527S5. 

St. Joseph Chnrefa Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annnnication 


Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661757. 
Terra Sanaa Church TeL 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church TeL 771751. 
Amman International Church 
Tel. 5516245 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. S2432S. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 6S8404 
The Latter-Da v Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene TeL 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman TeL SI 1 295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by ike Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Temperatures are expected id drop 
slightly, skies partly cloudy with a 
chance of scattered showers, and 
winds southeasterly moderaic to 
active. In Aqaba, winds will be 
southeriv moderate to active, and 


seas calm. 


MinJMax. temp. 

__ 10/18 

Aqaba 

-I7C6 


ns / 17 

Jordan Valiev 

18/26 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 19, Aqaba 28 Humidity 
readings: Amman 45 per cent. 
.Aqaba 30 percent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


-885446 

..602507 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Abbas Al Hakim . 

Dr, Arafat AIAshhab 
Dr. AymanAlMuhtascb 875748 

De. Jamal Jbarah S47351 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Feidows pharmacy — .778336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Naxroukh pharmacy 623672 

AI Sal am pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy — .847632 

IRBID: 

Dr, Mazen Abu Baltir ..276852 
AI Quds pharmacy l—) 


ZARQA: 

Dn Ya'coub AI Khatib ..991772 
Khalifeh pharmacy .98541 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre — 6371 1 1 

Gvil Defence Department — 661 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

630341 

Civil Defence Emergencv 199 

Rescue ftrfce — 192,621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Highway Police. $43402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security DepL_ 630321 

Hotel Complaint? 605800 

Price Complaints 661 1 76 

Waer& Sewerage Ccmptmis _2£7467 
.Amman Muniripalitv Complaints 

’....-...7871 1 1 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs .623101 

Abdali Tel. RcpaiiS-.- 661101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680 1 00 

J. Electricity Authority S 1 56 1 5 

Electric Pow er Co 63638 1 

RJ Flight Information ..08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre — S 1 3S 1 3/32 

Khalidi Maternity, 6U2S1/6 

Aldleh Maternity, 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity ...642362 

Malhas. J. Amman .636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani .60707 1 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital S45S45 

AI-Muasiter Hospital ....667227/9 
The Islamic. Abdali — 6661 26/37 

AJ-AhlL Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen ....777101/3 

Al -Bashir. — 7751 1 1/26 

Army. Marica ,891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital -602240/50 

Ainal Hospital -.674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Sureerv 865199 

ZARQA; " 

Zarqa Govl Hospital 

- ,i09i9S3323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital — 1 09)986732 
.Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

i02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

102)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 
- (02 >247 1 00 


AQABA: 

Princess Hava Hospital 

(03)314111 

19:40 

23:30 

00:05 

Vienna (RJ) 

Frankfurt (RJ) 

02- V) 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALLA 
INTERNATIONAL 

Other Flights 
03:25 - 


AIRPORT 

10:00 — 


This mfonruaion is supplied by- 
Royal Jordanian (RJi information 
dqtartrru’nt at the Queen Alia 
international Airport TeL 

tQ$'i5320Q-5. wlvnt it should 

11:00 

r>!K 

.Riyadh (addxSVj 

13:00 


15:00 


17:45 

[fttrhh (SV) 

20=00 

20-10 

.Tel Aviv iLY) 


20:40 


plume 08 ( 52700 ^ 

23:10 

Istanbul iTK) 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08=05 — Lamaca(RJ) 

08:25 — - Bombav(RJ) 

08:35 „ Jeddah (RJ) 

09:15 Dhahran. Riyadh I RJ) 

0950 — Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10:15 -...Beirut (RJi 

16:45 New York. Amsterdam ( RJ ) 

17:00 Brussels, Milan (RJ) 

17:05 — — —Paris (RJ) 

17:35 .Madrid. Milan (RJ) 

17:45 London (RJ) 

18=05 Athens (RJ) 


19:40 Rome(RJ) 


Royal Wings !RW) 

07:45 - Aqaba (RW) 

09:05 Amman (QAIA) (RWi 

0950 Amman (Marita AiiponjflWi 

17:20 .Tel Aviv (RW) 

18:30 Amman ( QAIA) (RW) 

21:20 . — Aqaba (RW) 

2250 Amman (Marka Airport) (RW) 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:45 Beirut (RJi 

11:05 Vienna (RJ) 

11:15— RomeiRJi 


1 1:30 .Tunis, Casablanca (RJ) 

11:35 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

12:15 .London (RJ) 

12:20 Athens ( RJ) 

20:10 Cairo (RJ) 

20 JO New Delhi | RJ) 

20:40 Damascus (RJ) 

20--50 .Jeddah (RJ) 

21:00 — Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

21:30 -....Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

22:00 — — Damascus (RJ) 

22:30 — Jakarta. Bangkok iRJ) 

23=00 Jakarta (RJ) 

2350 Abu Dhabi. Kuabijacpur (RJ) 
01:15 .Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Flights 

03:00 -Athens (OA) 

W^0 Rorae(AZ) 

06:15 Beintf (ME) 

06:40 ...-...-Beirut. Loudon (BA) 

07=50 —..London (BA) 

11:00 SanaaffY) 

13:15 „Xtoha(GF) 

14:50 .Moscow (SUJ 

15:55 Doha (QR) 

19:15 ...-.-—-Jeddah (SV) 

21:20 Td Aviv 030 

21:40 - _Cwo(MS) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

06:45 Amman (Maria AhpodJ (RW) 

08:15 Aqaba (RW) 

0930 ..... Amman (QAIA) (RW) * 
16:45 Amman (Maria Airport) (RW) - 

17:55 THAwv {KWH 

20=30 .... Amn&m (QAIA) (RW) ' 
21:50 Aqaba (RW) 


m 






4 




vr ail 


i 











/Send 


a y- N 



felfetefllci *\ Iraqi 
jWUBajn. local time 

plane if it lieu i»iih|!S hl ^ 

t pIanL - »wi 

****”» nn } u* 8 hi S h inan ^ ? 


igiers 



receded hul- 

:I D- Mar in MlJ 

wrmai'c-J m 

. " l I,,ur *w n Mr 

m <ia0> U* Soss 

:tel> i-k-ruitaj 

: All «rrc 

1 ) i*i J-'i { 

* • •ftp* 

some *ii kilt- 


£& c4 Alpivts 


k' 36, people 

il^.j r,.... . i 

at SoLh.ifle 


f muck blufiir JL 

• ■*. ' IKs! huirjij 

St& The til.\ 

“ I'u - [if; 

B& JWC&V whi.li 

''■•"I- "a-ui 

fttowmeK J..:.- 

■ : j'|j Fnj-, 

Dje* m.: 


mm stepped .. 


between \. 


ttdl Klimts Mi 

— . . • ■ ■ . 1 % U '• ■ 

i iiwd up ami tt.-! 

j 

track be*.-:.- 

: - u!.sr,jH--ji.k 

set * 

v -' : * 


lestinian state 


' titwttvt&i! •’• 

; Tfcf 

7ta> -- 

S3 daei Ji"Ar - :. 
(fOjfe«fci» m " 

&ry tfUKV* -j 
priu^udhi' :• 
SdU ««* He •nit::. - 
e dlhi'Mn 

mm n#W **•-.' 

$u»Sfcu sLirt ►* !.’:f 

fe 5»a ' l!-. '* t-; u - 
tmfofi* ***** * 
»«v taw -» 


\1- \ .■ijv.ii. ‘--i 
.-. :■:: .■: :i.' Ml-.'- 

V. ■ ■ iji! pit: <■■ 

■■ ■:. .: t 

.-. Ji.-'-.llh'.'v’I 
jr.HTJt 
. • • ■ ■ j'l. l-JSi-Ht 


toward peatf 


... 







S’ - 




> hi. ^ 

l 4 i 

i*y 

«*- |f ii..-- 

J y. 




**» 

^ A, : ; r:; 

m ' : 

■ .—AsA*** ' 
ns****.*"^^. . .« 


V^rf 

** ’ ,vA 

•*= ,? 

,Wl«I . lM v . 1.^, 


Home News 


Jordan Times, Sunday, November 30, 1997 


princess meets 

WITH NGOS: HRH 

princess Basma Saturday 
received representatives 
of women’s non-govern- 
mental organisations and 
Stressed the need to put 
forward a suitable media- 
asm for these orgamsa- 
tjojjsjbc die next parlia- 
mentary elections. 

Pdncess Basma com- 
jjjenAsd women’s partid- 
patjoulp tbe Nov. 4 gener- 
2hipj&m& The Princess 
rfllle&i'for con tinuing 

non- 
organisa- 
tions ''and the Jordanian 
National Committee for 
Women Affairs (JNCWA) 
to help women participate 
in tfie poMtica! arena and 
readr dedaon-making 
{Petra photo) 




png opens Monday to 
line population policies 




AMMAN (J.T.) — The Eco- 
nomic and Social Commis- 
sion for Western Asia 
(ESCWA) is organising a 
four-day meeting here begin- 
ning Monday for the heads of 
population committees in 
Arab stales to discuss nation- 
al policies on population and 
sustainable development. 

The meeting, which is to be 
presided over by Minister of 
Labour Saleh Khasawneh, is 
part of ESCWA’s efforts to 
help Arab states cany out 
populati on-rel aied projects 
that are funded by the U.N. 
Fund for Population Activi- 
ties. 

Participants in die meeting 
wiH revise Arab countries’ 
population policies, analyse 


experiments by foreign coun- 
tries in population issues, and 
discuss the most effective 
measures to be adopted in 
enacting population strate- 
gies, according to an 
ESCWA press release. 

Heads of national popula- 
tion committees will present 
their views on regional coop- 
eration and will explore ways 
to benefit from previous 
experiences. 

The participants are 
expected to develop a unified 
information system to pro- 
vide population -related 
reports. 

Also attending the meeting 
will be experts representing a 
number of regional and 
international organisations. 


New $73 million 
dam completed 


AMMAN (AFP) — Jor- 
dan has completed work 
on its sixth high-capacity 
dam, which will be able 
to store 55 million cubic 
metres of water, accord- 
ing to a report in A1 Rai 
paper Saturday. 

The Karameh dam, 
west of Amman, will irri- 
gate some 40,000 square 
kilometres of land in the 
Jordan valley. 

Situated on the King 
Abdullah canal, which 
runs parallel to the Jor- 
dan River in one of the 
lowest points on earth, 
about 400 metres below 
sea level, the dam will be 


up and running in time to 
catch the winter rains, 
Jordan Valley Authority 
officials said. 

The project cost $73 
million and was jointly 
financed by the treasury 
and the Arab Fund for 
Economic and Social 
Development. 

Scientific reports indi- 
cate that the Kingdom's 
water shortage is reach- 
ing critical levels, esti- 
mating that by 2005 the 
country’s reserves will 
be able to supply only 70 
percent of demands. 


Former air transport union president 
rejects motivations behind dismissal 


By Alia Shukri Hamzeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — ' Abdul Halim 
Khaddatn, & former four- 
time JjrtsSdfcnt 6f the Gen- 
eral Union for Air Trans- 
port and Tourism, has said 
“ulterior motives” were 
behind his October dis- 
missal from tbe union’s 
executive board. 

Mr. Khaddam, who 
received the highest num- 
ber of votes in this year's 
board elections, was dis- 
missed on Oct. 26 for con- 
testing the legal right of 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
employees to participate in 
the union board elections. 

According to Mr. Kb ad- 
dam, the board used his 
challenge as a “facade” to 
hide the main reason 
behind his dismissal, which 
he said was due to his dis- 
covery of several manage- 
ment decisions last May 
regarding financial cut- 
backs such as laying off 70 
RJ employees. 

“They used the challenge 
as a pretext to dismiss me, 
but behind that they were 
aiming at making me pay 


for uncovering the lay-offs, 
which they justified as 
efforts to economise,” he 
said. „„ 

He added that RJ manage- 
ment could have cut 
expenses in several other 
areas without jeopardising 
the rights of its workers, 
who he said had been fired 
under false pretences of 
low productivity. 

He warned the Council of 
Ministers of the conse- 
quences of such an action 
and the council expressed 
gratitude for his efforts on 
the issue, according to Mr. 
Khaddam. 

“However,” he said, “this 
matter alienated RJ man- 
agement and they changed 
their attitude towards me.” 

The new president of the 
union, Khalil Hiasat, stated 
that there have been no lay- 
offs iD the past, but “if any- 
one was fired unjustly, he 
or she should come to me, 
and I, as the president of the 
union, will make sure their 
rights are restored.” 

Mr. Khaddam, however, 
told the Jordan Times that 
16 cases have been filed 
against RJ management at 


the Higher Court of Justice 
by those who were fired. 

Mr. Hiasat said Mr. Khad- 
dam’s ^dismissal followed 
recommendations by a 
judging committee, which 
decided he should be dis- 
missed for contesting the 
right of RJ employees to 
vote in board elections. 

He added that ten out of 
13 members of the board 
voted for his dismissal 
because they regarded his 
challenge as overriding all 
customary procedures. 

According to Mr. Hiasat, 
Mr. Khaddam contested the 
elections because he lost 
the union's presidency and 
several of his coalition 
members who ran for elec- 
tion to the board did not 
gain seats. 

Mr. Khaddam explained 
that he himself did not con- 
test the legality of either the 
board or RJ employees. 
Rather he received the chal- 
lenge from several union 
members “who were non- 
RJ employees and have 
every right to contest the 
elections. 

**I fulfilled ray duty and 
passed on the challenge to 


the union's general assem- 
bly.” he said. 

“I would never contest the 
legality of RJ employees. I 
have always fought for 
their rights and I always 
will,” he added. 

The issue of Mr. Khad- 
dam’s dismissal remains 
unresolved. He said he has 
not taken any further mea- 
sures in order not to esca- 
late the situation and added 
that his actions will be 
decided upon after the 
union’s general assembly 
decision. 

Meanwhile, several RJ 
employees expressed sym- 
pathy for Mr. Khaddam. 
One employee, who pre- 
ferred to keep his identity 
unknown, said “the dis- 
missal was uncalled-for. It 
was a matter of settling the 
score, and even if he con- 
tested the elections, it is his 
right and he shouldn't be 
punished for it.” 

Another said he should 
remain a board member 
since “he has a past history 
of fighting for our rights, 
and his presence in the 
board would be for the bet- 
ter.” 


What ' s Going On 


TWELFTH ITALIAN 
FILM WEEK 

* Trafliti da un raggio di 
sole" (Pierced by a Ray of 
Ught), with subtitles in Eng- 
lish, at Samir AJ Rifa’i audi- 
torium, University of Jordan 

V SOD pan. 

CHRISTMAS CHOIR 

"* Annual YWCA Christmas 
classical choir on Wednes- 
% Thursday. Saturday and 
Sunday (.3rd, 4th, 6th and 7th 
Ptt- ‘97) at the Royal Cul- 
^ Centre at 8:00 pm 

LECTURE 

* Lecture by orientalist 
“Bns Johson Davis (in Ara- 

about his experience in 
gating Arabic literature 
English which began in 
at Dam A1 Funun, Jabal 
""abdeh at 6:00 pm 

exhibitions 

, * Paintings on fine porce- 
at the Arts and Crafts 
(Artisana) (Tel. 
^118) until Dec. 2. 
r-r Paintings by Amroar 


Khammash at the French Cul- 
tural Centre, Jabal Weibdeh, 
until Dec. 12. 

* Paintings by Saadi Al- 
Kaabi at Orient Gallery (Tel. 
68 1 303/4 1 , until Dec. 4. 

* An exhibition of prints by 
Algerian artist Koraishi, and 
calligraphy by Iraqi artist 
Mass oudi, inspired by the 
poems of Mahmoud Darwish, 
at Darat Ai Funun, Jabal 
Weibdeh, until Dec. 31. Also 
displaying paintings by Jor- 
danian artist Nasr Abdul Aziz, 
and works by contemporary 

Arab artists. 

* "Portrait *97” — works 
by over thirty Arab artists at 
Orfali Art Gallery, Umm 
Utheina, until Nov. 30. 

* Works by Khalid Khreis 
at Institute Cervantes. Jabal 
Amman, until Dec. 10- 

* Exhibition of wallhang- 
ings and weavings by Bashar 
Kathera and others at Noor AI 
Hussein Foundation, off Wadi 
Saqra Street (Tel. 699131/21 
until Dec. 4. 

* “Journey Within” by Pak- 
istani artist" Gulgee and his 
son, sculptor Amin Gulgeo. at 
the Jordan National Gallery 
of Fine An* (Tel. 630128). 
until Dec. 15. 


NEWS 

IN 

BRIEF 


Princess Alia attends concert marking King's 
birthday 

AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal Highness Princess Alia 
Saturday attended a musical concert at the New English 
School marking the 62nd birthday of His Majesty King 
Hussein. Also attending the concert were a number of 
invitees. 

6,300 people to benefit from social security next year 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Social Security Corporation 
(SSO said 6,300 people will be receiving benefit from 
the Social Security Fund by the beginning of 1998. SSC 
Director General Safwan Touqan said those who reach 
the age of 60 for men and 55 for women will receive 
their annual pensions from the SSC starting next year. 
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Cabinet hears report on signing 
of Jordan-EU agreement 


AMMAN (Petra) — Tbe 
Council of Ministers Satur- 
day heard a briefing by 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Jawad Attain and Minister 
of Planning Rima Khalaf 
on the signing of the Jor- 
danian-European associa- 
tion agreement in Brussels 
last week. 

Tbe signing was attended 


by HRH Crown Prince 
Hassan, who described it as 
"a vital step towards 
achieving prosperity and 
development in the region." 

Dr. Khalaf signed for Jor- 
dan, and Luxembourg For- 
eign Minister Jacques Poos, 
President of the European 
Commission Jacques San- 
ter. and the foreign minis- 


ters of the 15 European 
Union member stales 
signed for the EU. 

At the regular session, 
chaired by Prime Minister 
Abdul Sal am Majali, the 
Cabinet endorsed a delega- 
tion led by the secretary 
general of the Ministry of 
Energy and Mineral 
Resources to attend the 


executive meeting of the 
International Atomic Ener- 
gy Agency in Tunis on Dec. 

The Cabinet gave permis- 
sion to Minister of Health 
and Medical Care Ashraf 
Kindi to visit Saudi Arabia 
and Oman next month to 
discuss coordination in 
health-related affairs. 


PPD refers newspaper office head 
to court on charges of slander 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Press and Publications 
Department (PPD) has 
reportedly referred Bassam 
Badarin. head of the AI 
Quds AI Arabi (Arab 
Jerusalem) newspaper 
office in Amman, to the 
public prosecutor's office 
on chaiges that he slandered 
Jordan’s reputation. 

The prosecutor general 
subsequently referred Mr. 
Badarin to court for trial 
under the provisions of Arti- 
cle 132 of the Jordanian 
Penal Code, which imposes 
a JD50 fine and a one-year 
imprisonment term on vio- 
lators, according to the 
weekly newspaper Shihan. 

The PPD referred Mr. 
Badarin to the prosecutor 


general because, the paper 
said, he had sent press 
material to the London- 
based AI Quds AI Arabi 
paper considered by the 
PPD as distorting Jordan's 
image. 

Meanwhile, AI Arab Ai 
Yawm daily Saturday 
reported that the PPD last 
week confiscated the latest 
edition of “Students' 
Forum,” a newsletter pub- 
lished by the University of 
Jordan (UJ) Student Coun- 
cil. 

Tbe newsletter tackles 
student affairs and is circu- 
lated on the university cam- 
pus, according to Hareth 
Issa, the newsletter editor. 

The newsletter, which is 
distributed exclusively to 


UJ students, does not 
require PPD approval for 
publication, he said. 

However, he said, ihe stu- 
dents’ council nevertheless 
had sent a request to the 
PPD director to obtain a 
licence to publish. 

According to PPD regula- 
tions, a reply should have 
been issued within 30 days. 
But Mr. Issa said the stu- 
dents' council did not 
receive a reply from the 
PPD, although the request 
was submitted last June. 

For his part, PPD Director 
Bilal Tal told AI Arab AI 
Yawm that a newsletter cir- 
culating within the universi- 
ty should tackle only issues 
concerning university 
affairs. 


It was found that the 
newsletter bad been pub- 
lishing affairs not relevant 
lo students or the university, 
he said, adding that to pub- 
lish, the university adminis- 
tration and not the students’ 
council should apply for a 
licence from the PPD. 

Furthermore, Mr. Tal said 
the “Students’ Forum" has 
been published off-campus. 

According to Salman 
Bdour, UJ student affairs 
dean, the university is not 
responsible for the contents 
of “Students’ Forum.” 

He confirmed that the 
newsletter has been pub- 
lished outside the university 
and has tackled many issues 
of a non-university nature. 


Tourism delegation to visit Egypt 
Sunday in show of support 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A Jor- 
danian delegation led by 
Minister of Tourism and 
Antiquities Akel Biltaji 
leaves for the Egyptian 
city of Luxor today in a 
show of solidarity with the 
Egyptian tourist services 
following the Nov.,. 17, 
attack -on tourists: 

The visit by the delega- 
tion, which comprises 
heads and proprietors of 
tourism offices as well as 
tour operators, has been 


organised by the Jordan 
Travel Agents Association 
(JTAA), according to 
JTAA President Moham- 
mad Imam. 

The delegation will also 
discuss ways for further 
bolstering, cooperation in 
tourism-related fields. . 

Egypt’s main armed 
Islamist group, the Gama’ a 
Islamiya, claimed respon- 
sibility for the attack, 
which left 69 tourists and 
three Egyptian policemen 


dead and 17 tourists and 
eight Egyptians wounded. 

The attack was carried 
out at the -entrance to Hat- 
shepsut’s temple in the 
Valley of the Queens on 
the west bank of the Nile 
River. 

The- attack was- the first 
in Luxor since the 
Islamists launched an anti- 
government campaign in 
1992, which has left more 
than 1,300 people dead, 
including dozens of 


tourists. 

The Jordanian delega- 
tion's visit is intended to 
back Egypt's endeavours 
to market the country’s 
archaeological and historic 
sites, which constitute pan 
of the regional tourism 
body, . according to Mr. 
Imam. 

The delegation members 
will meet Egyptian 
tourism officials and will 
visit hotels and other 
tourist facilities, he added. 
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Jordan not planning to sign anti-landmine treaty 


By Hind-Lara Mango 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan will not 
be signing the Ottawa Treaty 
to ban anti-personnel (AP) 
mines later this week, 
according to Ma’rouf 
Bakhit, the vice president of 
Military Affairs at Mu’ta 
University and a major gen- 
eral in the Jordan Armed 
Forces. 

The treaty, to be signed 
during a convention sched- 
uled to be held Dec. 2-4, 
obliges states to destroy 
existing AP mines, whether 
in stockpiles or in the 
ground, within ten years. 
Some analysts believe this 
time period to be insuffi- 
cient, but stares such as 
Canada, which destroyed the 
remaining third of their AP 
mines last month, are offer- 
ing financial and technical 
assistance in sweeping AP 
mines. 

According to international 
observers Jordan will partic- 
ipate in the workshops tak- 
ing place on the sidelines of 
this treaty, bur will not actu- 
ally endorse iL 

“This does not mean that 
Jordan cannot sign the treaty 
at a later stage, when it is 
ready,” Canadian Ambas- 
sador to Jordan Michael 
Malkw told die Jordan 

Jopfijn participated in tbe 
Brussels International Con- 
ference for a global ban on 
anti-personnel mirfes in 
June, which was followed by 
the Oslo Diplomatic Confer- 
ence in September, where 
Jordan and other states nego- 
tiated the finalised treaty text 
to be signed in Ottawa. 

“One person falls victim to 
anti-personnel mines every 
twenty minutes. They do not 
discriminate between chil- 
dren and army personnel,” 
stated Jacques de Maio, the 
head of tbe International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC). 

In the Middle East, Israel, 
Egypt, and Iraq have shown 


no intention of banning anti- 
personnel mines. 

“Signing the treaty is a uni- 
lateral act and is based on a 
political decision," noted 
Mr. de Maio, adding that 
Israel has made it clear that it 
will not sign a treaty at this 
stage. 

Dr. Bakhit told the Jordan 
Times that “in principle, Jor- 
dan supports all humanitari- 
an efforts aimed at achieving 
a total ban on anti-personnel 
landmines. 

“Jordan is open to 
international cooperation, 
but we have to wait and see,'’ 
he said, adding that provided 
all states sign this treaty and 
it becomes universal, then 
Jordan encourages its adop- 
tion. 

As far as signing the treaty, 
Dr. Bakhit staled that Jordan 
assessed all initiatives in this 
domain and studied tbe situ- 
ation from all aspects with 
priority given to humanitari- 
an concerns. 

“The treaty has to be bal- 
anced with national security 
interests, paying particular 
attention to [the positions of] 
neighbouring countries,” he 
explained. 

When discussing tbe Mid- 
dle East vis-ii-vis the 
prospect of an ultimate ban 
on landmines, oik should 
consider strong regional 
dimensions to this issue, 
observed Mr. de Maio. 

He explained that there is 
no widespread support for 
the ban of AP mines in the 
region, and “a state always 
looks at its neighbours” 
when taking a decision like 
this. 

“I think that Jordanians 
have a strong understanding 
of the issues involved,”, 
remarked Mr. Malloy, 
adding that he believed that 
unless all neighbouring 
states agreed together to ban 
AP mines, it would be diffi- 
cult to take such a decision 
on an individual basis. 

“As far as we know, none 
of the Middle Eastern stales 
will be signing the Ottawa 


Treaty, but many of them 
will be coming," Mr. Malloy 
said. 

Jordan has one of the most 
economical records in clear- 
ing mines, with the ability to 
demine one AP mine at 
$300. In other parts of the 
world, Mr. Malloy said, the 
actual cost of clearing AP 
mines can be as much as 
$1,200 per mine. 

Landmine specialists have 
estimated that there are still 
around 280,000 landmines 
buried in Jordan as a conse- 
quence of previous wars. 

“Jordan receives technical 
and financial assistance from 
countries such as Germany 
and tbe U.S. to remove land- 
mines. Jordan even relies on 
its own meager resources in 
efforts to sweep landmines," 
said Dr. Bakhit 

Even though these efforts 
are expensive, Jordan is con- 
cerned for the well-being of 
its farmers and citizens situ- 
ated at border areas. Dr. 
Bakhit added. 

Because of the rough ter- 
rain at the Syrian-Jonianian 
border and along the Jordan 
River, sweeping AP mines 
has to be done the old-fash- 
ioned way, which is very 
dangerous and time consum- 
ing, Mr. Malloy explained, 
adding that soldiers and 
detectors have to be used to 
remove these mines by hand. 

According to retired 
Brigadier General Fawaz 
Khriesha, during the last ten 


months 84 United Nations 
experts were killed in 
Kuwait while attempting to 
demine AP mines along the 
Iraq -Kuwait border. 

The Kuwaiti government 
paid $800 million and hired 
4,000 deminers to clear die 
estimated seven million 
landmines left over from the 
Gulf War of 1991, Mr. de 
Maio said. 

Gen. Khriesha, a former 
commander of the engineer 
field battalion in the Jordan 
Armed Forces, explained 
that mined areas of land in 
Jordan are usually fenced in 
with the proper signs indicat- 
ing landmines. 

However, mines are car- 
ried by floodwaiers after 
storms, and can come to rest 
on or near farmland, Gen. 
Khriesha noted. 

The treaty requires govern- 
ments to take national legal 
and administrative measures 
ityhich may include adminis- 
trative instructions to armed 
forces and changes in mili- 
tary planning. 

The Jordanian government 
has already started to clear 
some AP mines along the 
Joidan-Israel border in the 
Jordan Valley, according to 
Mr. de Maio. 

“This has been a joint 
effort between the Jordanian 
and Israeli armies and has 
succeeded in removing a 
laige number of mines in the 
area,” he concluded. 


CONDOLENCES 

TO: IBTISAM ABDULLAH 
YOUR COLLEAGUES IN 
ENTRECANALES SHARE 
WITH YOU THE SADNESS 
OF THESE MOMENTS 
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Dublin urges cross-border 
links, angers Unionists 


BELFAST iR# — Ireland 
sparked fury among sup- 
porters of British rule in 
Northern Ireland Saturday 
by calling for powerful 
political links across the 
partitioned island. 

Foreign Minister David 
Andrews said cross border 
institutions should be creat- 
ed. composed of legislators 
in both parts of the island, 
with powers “not unlike a 
government," 

The proposal, which is 
one of Ireland's demands in 
current all-party talks being 
held in Belfast, was con- 
demned by majority 
“Unionist" politicians who 
have for long been fearful 
of a dilution of British sov- 
ereignty. 

They say that only Britain 
has the right to make deci- 
sions on how the province 
should be run. 

“It is I think capable of 
provoking a major crisis." 
said senior Ulster Unionist 
Party (UUP) negotiator Res 
Empey. 

“I don't know what (could 
be) more of a challenge, 
more of a slap in the face 
from the Unionist point of 
view." Mr. Empey told 


Reuters. 

Nigel Dodds, a senior 
politician in the Democratic 
Unionist Party which jeal- 
ous!) guards British rule 
over die province said Mr. 
Andrews' remarks showed 
that Dublin had "learned 
nothing" over a quarter cen- 
tury of conflict. 

Mr. Andrews used the 
clearest language to dare by 
an Irish minister in spelling 
out a key element of 
Dublin's strategy for defus- 
ing strife between Nonhem 
Ireland's Protestant 

Unionists and the minority 
Catholics, who want an end 
to British rule and an all- 
Ireland state. 

Dublin sees "cross bor- 
der". or “north-south" bod- 
ies, as key to easing sectari- 
an tension. 

"A cross border body with 
executive powers would 

mean representatives from 

the (British i devolved gov- 
ernment in the north partic- 
ipating with ministers from 
... parliament in the south 
and they would reach joint 
decisions which would be 
implemented by a secretari- 
al who would have ... strong 
executive functions, and 


directional functions, and 
not unhke a government.’* 
Mr. Andrews told BBC 
radio 

He is spearheading 
Ireland's negotiating team 
in negotiations on the future 
of the province which 
began in earnest in 
September after outlawed 
Irish Republican Army 
guerrillas halted anti-British 
violence. 

Unionists warn an internal 
northern Ireland assembly 
under London rule. 

They regard neighbouring 
Ireland as a foreign sure 
and for years have railed 
against what they see as 
Dublin "interference" as the 
Irish and British govern- 
ments have forged closer 
cooperation. 

They say Ireland must 
rescind a constitutional 
claim over non hem Ireland 
before normal relations can 
blossom. 

Nationalists comprise 40 
per cent of the nonhem 
Ireland population. They 
are entitled to carry Irish 
passports and say that their 
Irish identity has always 
been stifled in what they see 
as an artificially contrived 


"statelet" in the north. 

Moderate nationalists 
want “cross border bodies" 
that would streamline polit- 
ical co-operation, develop 
close trading links, and blur 
the border. 

Sinn Fein, the IRA's polit- 
ical arm. say they arc in the 
talks to achieve a “united 
Ireland" free of British 
influence. 

The UUP. which speaks 
for most in the oO per cent 
Protestant pro- British popu- 
lation. sits at the same table 
as Sinn Fem but steadfastly 
refuses to negotiate with the 
Republicans. 

The UUP hopes that it can 
forge a new deal with the 
moderate Nationalist Social 
Democratic and Labour 
Party, the main Catholic 
group, and achiei e arrange- 
ments that command cross- 
community assent within 
northern Ireland. 

Mr. Empey said Mr. 
Andrews was suggesting 
that he wanted a body that 
would make decisions on an 
all-Ireland basis. 

“He knows what every- 
body else knows, that a set- 
tlement is not to be found in 
that area." 


Truth commission criticises 
Madikizela-Mandela’s 
former colleagues 


JOHANNESBURG lAP) 
— The power that Winnie 
Madikizela-Mandela used 
to wield was evident in the 
muted testimony of wit- 
nesses before a panel inves- 
tigating apartheid-era atroc- 
ities. 

A string of ruling-party 
-leaders, clerics and the for- 
mer personal physician of 
President Nelson Mandela 
avoided any direct accusa- 
tions against his ex-wife in 
spealdng of the murders, 
beatings, rapes and other 
abuses allegedly perpetrat- 
ed by her former body- 
guards in the Soweto black 
township. 

Only one witness chal- 
lenged Madikizela- 

Mandela Thursday, the 
fourth day of her hearing 
before the Truth and 
Reconciliation 
Commission, accusing her 
of at least encouraging tor- 
ture and murder — and per- 
haps participating. 

Aafety and security offi- 
cial Azhar CachaJi3 con- 
cluded his statement by-' 
saying the commission 
should recommend that 
anyone convicted of such 
abuses be barred from hold- 
ing public office. The hear- 
ing room burst into 
applause when he finished. 

Meanwhile, the British 
Broadcasting Co. reported 
Thursday that a convicted 
murderer will testify that 
Madikizela-Mandela mas- 
terminded the killing of a 
doctor. 

Madikizela-Mandela. 63. 
is running for deputy presi- 
dent of the governing 
African National Congress 
next month and, if success- 
ful, could become deputy 
president of the country 
after the next national elec- 
tions in 1999. 

The truth commission is 
investigating apartheid-era 
human rights abuses for a 
repon it will compile next 
year aimed at promoting 
reconciliation. It lacks the 
power to press criminal 
charges, but can turn over 
evidence to police for 
investigation. 

Commission Chairman 
Desmond Tutu and other 
panel members expressed 
impatience with most of the 
testimony Thursday. . 


“Sometimes answers are 
not as straight as we had 
hoped they would be." said 
Mr. Tutu/ the 1984 Nobel 
Peace Prize winner for his 
anti-apartheid activism. 

Relatives of victims and 
others have testified this 
week about a reign of rerror 
conducted by Madikizela- 
Mandela’s bodyguards, 
called the Mandela United 
Football Club, a decade ago 
in the name of political sol- 
idarity. 

Resentment grew so 

strong that Soweto resi- 
dents set fire to Madikizela- 
Mandela’s house in 1988. 
Leaders of the anti- 

apartheid movement 

responded by forming a 

“crisis committee” that 
tried to disband the football 
club and prevent damage to 
the reputation of Nelson 
Mandela, who was then a 
prisoner of the white-led 
apartheid government. 

But leaders of the crisis 
committee, all former 
activists who worked with 
‘ Madikizela-Mandela 
before, offered few new 
details Thursday on their 
failure to prevent the 
abductions and beatings of 
four young men. One of the 
four. 14-year-old Stompie 
Seipei, accused of being a 
police informant, was later 
found murdered. 

In 1991. Madikizela- 
Mandela was sentenced to 
six years in prison for kid- 
napping and assault in the 
case involving Seipei and 
the other three young men. 
Her sentence was reduced 
on appeal to a S 3,200 fine. 

Commission members 
accused the crisis commit- 
tee members of having tried 
to cover up the problems. 

“I would like to have a 
clear idea of how your 
interests, ambitions and 
aspirations affected (you) 
in not taking rigorous 
said Hlengiwe 
commission 


steps.” 

said 

Mkhize, 

a 

member. 


One 

crisis 


committee 
member, the Rev. Frank 
Chikane, a top official in 
Deputy’ President Thabo 
Mbeki’s office, insisted the 
committee had few options. 
Some members of the foot- 
ball club were operatives 
for the banned African 


National Congress, and 
police then were agents of 
apartheid rulers, he noted. 

In his interview with the 
BBC broadcast Thursday, 
jailed murderer Cyril 
Mbatha said Madikizela- 
Mandela handed him and 
others a gun to cany out the 
January 1 989 murder of Dr. 
Abu Asvai. 

“The gun that killed Dr. 
Asvat. we get it from Mrs. 
Mandela’s hands.” Mbatha 
said in the interview from a 
South African prison. 

Mbatha said she wanted 
Asvat killed because the 
doctor refused to provide 
false medical records that 
would help her avoid suspi- 
cion in the death of 
Stompie Seipei. a 14-year- 
old boy who had been 
accused of informing to the 
police, the BBC reported. 

Asked why he should be 
believed, Mbatha replied, 
“What I am trying to do is 
to be fair ro the people who 
are suffering from the 
results of whar I have 
done." 

The report, which 
referred to Mbatha by the 
first name Zakele, said 
Madikizela-Mandela had 
offered the gunmen the 
equivalent of $6,000 for the 
killing. 

In September, the other 
man convicted in the Abu 
Asvat murder, Thuiani 
Dlamini. named 

Madikizela-Mandela as the 
person behind the slaying. 

Madikizela-Mandela 
ordered Dlamini and 
Mbatha to cany out the 
killing. South Africa's Mail 
and Guardian newspaper 
quoted Dlamini as saying. 

An affidavit by Kariza 
Cebekhulu. a former body- 
guard for the prominent 
political activist, made the 
identical allegation, the 
newspaper said. 

Madikizela-Mandela has 
always denied any involve- 
ment in the killing. 

Dlamini and Mbatha were 
arrested after Asvat's 
killing and sentenced to 
death. Their sentences were 
later commuted to life 
imprisonment when South 
Africa banned capital pun- 
ishment. 


Coin shortage in India yields novel solutions 


IEW DELHI (AP) — No 
nail change to give to 
our customers? Just print 
our own currency busi- 
;sses. In the western 
tdian city of Ahmedabad 
ley are printing "paper 
jins’’ and "change 
jupons” following a 


shortage of the metal coins 
minted by the government, 
the Press Trust of India 
(PTI) news agency report- 
ed Saturday. 

The Federal Reserve 
Bank of India, which regu- 
lates money supply, said 
the coin shortage is tempo- 


rary and new coins are 
being minted, PTI reported. 

The bank first allowed a 
government bus company 
to issue "change coupons.” 
Businesses then copied the 
idea. Ahmedabad is 900 
kilometres west of New 
Delhi. 


China to 

demine 

border 

with 

Vietnam 


BEIJING (AFP) — China 
has begun a demining 
operation along the border 
with Vietnam in an area 
where the two countries 
fought in 1979. the official 
Xinhua news agency said 
Saturday. 

The operation, the sec- 
ond since the two coun- 
tries normalised relations 
at the beginning of the 
decade, will clear 1 20 
minefields measuring 
20.000 square meters 
within three years. Xinhua 
said. 

The Chinese 

autonomous region of 
GuangxL which borders 
Vietnam, has formed five 
demining teams. Five vil- 
lages along the border are 
within the area to be 
cleared. 

In the first demining 
operation, carried out in 
1992, more than 600,000 
mines were recovered, 
freeing 1 8,000 hectares 
for cultivation, the agency 
said. 

C hina, which considers 
mines necessary for its 
defence, has said it will 
not join a treaty banning 
anti-personnel mines 
which is to be signed in 
Ortawa next week by more 
than 100 countries. 

Russia and the United 
States also said they will 
not sign the treaty. 



India's caretaker Prime Minister Inder Kumar Gujral (centre l holds the hands of his United Front coalition part- 
ners during a press conference in New Delhi (Renter photo) 

India’s government falls, ] 
power struggle looms 


NEW DELHI ;R« — 
India's l "-month-old 
coalition government fell 
Friday after it-* key 
Congress Party ally with- 
drew support, ending 10 
das s of political deadlock 
but setting off a new jos- 
tle for power. 

President K.R. 

Narayanan accepted the 
resignation of Prime 
Minister Inder Kumar 
Gujral and ministers of 
his United Front alliance 
of free marketeers, 
regional and Communist 
parties, hut asked them to 
stas on as a caretaker 
administration. 

He must now. decide 
whether to order the dis- 
solution of parliament — 
sending India's 600 mil- 
lion voters to their sec- 
ond election in IS 
months — or invite 
heavyweight parties in 
the ’fragmented parlia- 
ment to try to form a new 
government. 

Congress immediately 
staked a claim to forming 
a government even 
though it is far short of a 
parliamentary majority. 

The Hindu nationalist 
Bharatiya Janata Pans 
(BJP) said it would 
announce Saturday 

whether it was going to 
make a bid for power. 

Although the biggest 
grouping in parliament, 
the BJP is also short of a 
majority. Pundits believe 
the party would be hard 
pressed to win over par- 
ties from the United 
Front, which was put 
together in the first place 
to block it. 

Congress pulled out 
after Mr. Gujral’s coali- 
tion repeatedly refused to 
drop from its ranks a 
regional party which was 
named by a probe into 
the 1991 murder of for- . 
mer Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi. 

The Dravida Munnetra 
Kazhagam (DMK) party, 
which rules the southern 
state of Tamil Nadu, was 
accused of providing 
“tacit support" for Sri 
Lanka's Tamil Tiger sep- 


aratists. who Indian offi- 
cials believe were behind 
the as-assination. 

The prospect of govern- 
ment change or a power 
vacuum until polls early 
next year has aiarmed the 
country's industry lead- 
ers. denied investor con- 
fidence in the continua- 
tion of free market 
reforms and weighed on 
financial markets. 

“Business uncertaintv 


is at its lowest ebb 
because of the political 
uncertainty." V. 

Raghuraman. secretary 
general of the associated 
Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry. told 
Reuters. 

But Industry Minister 
Murasoli Maran was 
quick ro reassure, 
describing the political 
upset as trivial and the 
economv as fundamen- 


Media lashes Congress 
over government’s fall 

NEW DELHI f.AFP i — Indian newspapers here 
Saturday lashed the Congress I party for mastermind- 
ing the fall of the country 's coalition government. 

The Indian Express said the Congress, which. Friday 
provoked the resignation of Prime Minister, inder 
Kumar Gujral \ minority government by witiii&awing 
its legislative backing, had been following a *prepos- 
terous game plan." 

“A party that roundly lost the mandate just last year 
now wants to hijack power through sheer blackmail." 
it said. 

The Congress, voted out of power in 1996, ended 
seven months of support for Mr. Gujral after a coalition 
party was implicated last week in the 1991 murder of 
former Congress Premier Rajiv Gandhi. 

The Hindustan Times, in an editorial headlined “One 
more scalp.” recalled how the Congress had also top- 
pled a minority coalition in April in an earlier abortive 
bid for power. 

It said President R.K. Narayanan, who Friday asked 
Mr. Gujral to continue as caretaker prime minister, had 
“a wide area of discretion ranging from ordering disso- 
lution to exploring alternative combinations that can 
provide a stable majority government. 

“It is to be hoped that there will not be a third chance 
for the Congress to collect prime ministerial scalps.” 
The Times of India, however, was relieved that the 
crisis had reached a conclusion after nine days of dead- 
lock as the Congress dithered over whether to cany out 
its threat of withdrawing its backing. 

Headlined “At long last”, its article said there had 
been “endless exchanges of letters and innumerable 
meetings convened, adjourned and reconvened." 

It said the Congress' announcement that it would now 
try to form its own coalition was to be expected. “It has 
to make the attempt, at least in the interest of keeping 
its flock together/' the daily said, but argued “the num- 
bers simply don’t add up.” 

The coalition's DMK party, implicated in an official 
report last week, has denied it had links with Sri 
Lankan separatist guerrillas blamed for killing Gandhi. 


tally very strong 
India's Central Bank 
Friday unveiled a pack* 
age of measures to prop 
up the rupee, which has 
dropped eight per cent 
since August to an all- 
time low of 38.85 per 
L .S. dollar. 

The hank took steps to 
curb speculation against 
the currency and reduce 
liquidity in the money 
market " to force up 
demand, bur dealers were 
sceptical that they would 
work. 

A mild-mannered 
scholar who turns 7S next 
week. Mr. Gujral ofTcred 
his resignation with the 
grace and politeness for 
which he has come to be 
known, referring ro those 
who had brought him 
down as "the honourable 
members of the Congress 
Party." 

He did not press Tor 
snap elections, thctt^i a 
key minister in his cabi- 
net said they were a “dis- 
tinct possibility" and a 
chance for the Lhiited 
From to beat the two big 
parlies. 

"The United Front b 
today being perceived as 
a cohesive formation at 
the national level.'' 
Information Minister 
Jaipal Reddy told 
reporters. “In the event of 
a snap poll we are far bet- 
ter prepared than either 
the Congress or the BJP." 

"The United From has 
demonstrated greater 
unity than Congress has 
during the last one 
week.” he said, referring 
to fictional divides in the 
1 1 2-year-old party. 

Critics say Congress, 
which became synony- 
mous w-ith India's free- 
dom movement and ruled 
for all but five of its 50 
years of independence, 
seized on the issue of 
Gandhi’s murder ro make 
a return on the back of its 
populist past. 

Moves are afoot to pot 
Gandhi's widow, the link 
to the charismatic Nehru- 
Gandhi dynasty, at tbc 
helm of the party. 
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Swiss graves pack in the rich and famous 


GENEVA (AFP) — From 
Russian anarchist Bakunin 
to British rocker Vince 
Taylor and actor Richard 
Burton, graves of the rich 
and famous are a common 
sight in Swiss cemeteries. 

Loved by celebrities for 
its calm, pretty scenery and 
tax haven security. 
Switzerland has around 
1,260 hectares of burial 
grounds, some of which 
are major tourist attrac- 
tions. 

In Zurich, the headstone 
of Johanna Spyri, author of 
the “Heidi" series which 
has charmed generations of 
children, is a Mecca for 
busloads of Americans, 
British and Germans. 

The Japanese prefer to 
immortalise the grave of 
Red Cross founder Henrv 


Dunant. 

Nobel Literature Prize 
winner Elias Cannetti. 
buried in 1994. is a neigh- 
bour of Irish author James 
Joyce, whose tomb has 
been decorated daily with a 
fresh rose since his death in 
1941. 

A trio of German-lan- 
guage writers include 
Tnomas Mann. who 
penned “Death in Venice" 
and is laid to rest near 
Zurich. 

The grave of Herman 
Hesse, famous for his 
“Siddartha” and 

“Steppenwolf works, lies 
at Gemilino in Ticino. 
Switzerland’s southern- 
most canton. But the 
numerous Germans who 
come to cast their eyes on 
their compatriot's tomb- 


stone generally leave dis- 
appointed by it’s starkness. 

Germans are also inter- 
ested in the mound shelter- 
ing Austrian writer Rainer 
Maria Rilke. 

The urn of screen star 
Paulette Goddard in Ronco 
is not nearly as attention 
grabbing as the grave of 
her husband, the British- 
born comedian Charlie 
Chaplin. located in 
Corsier-sur-Vevey. 

Bakunin's burial site in 
Bern is surrounded by the 
tombs of Swiss ministers. 
German painter Paul Klee 
is buried a few metres 
away. 

Racing car fans flock to 
the Fribourg cemetery 
where driver Jo Siffert was 
inhumed after his tragic 
accident in 1971 at Brands 


Hatch, England. 

In Geneva, a grave 
marked “J.C.” stands not 
for Jesus Christ but 
Jacques Calvin, who died 
in the city in 1564. Initials 
were often preferred by 
men of the church who 
preached humility among 
the living. 

The words “And may 
they not fear." in old 
Icelandic are inscribed on 
the gravestone of 
.Argentine writer Jorge 
Luis Borges. 

Photos are willingly 
snapped in front of the 
Lausanne graves of 
Richard Bunon. Coco 
Chanel. Pierre de 
Coubenin. father of the 
modem Olympic Games 
and Romania’s Queen 
Helene. 


Near I-ai yanne is d* 
resting place of French 
dramatist Jean Anouilh- 
whose last wishes before 
he died in 1987 were tol* 
buried near the spot urb«e 
grave diggers downed feeii 
tools. 

The canton of Vaud, jns 
north of Geneva, also shel- 
ters the caskets of 
stars Audrey Hepburn 
David Niven, 1960s rtdt- 
and-roller Vince Tayk*- 
and “Lolita" 

Vladimir Nabofepv. 

Two new names 
recently expanded ^ 
ranks of hnnaages buoB» 
locally: AraezfClp 
Patricia 
originator df 
Maltese 
Hugo 
1995. 
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Undated pietnre of Unboxes containing filmrolls of microfiched documents as part of the Austrian newspaper Der 
Standard's senes on the 'Geheimakte Nazigold' (Secret File Nazigold). The Vienna newspaper confirmed ffie dfc- 
covery of 22 microfilms said to contain revelations on gold confiscated by Nazis in concentration camps and ghet- 
tos before being deposited with the Reichsbank ( APA/M ATT HI A S CRJEMER/DERj P 8 


‘Sensational’ new documents on 


EU softens gas cut target 
to below 10% — paper 


KYOTO <Ri — The Euro- 
pean Union (EU), which is 
calling for the most dra- 
matic cuts in greenhouse 
gas emissions, is ready to 
soften its position on" the 
issue by moving from its 
proposed 15 per cent gas 
cut taiget to below 10 per 
cent, a Japanese newspaper 
reported Saturday, 

The EU has unofficially 
told Japan, host of this 
week's crucial global 
warming conference, that it 
is ready to accept an agree- 
ment to cut gas emissions 
by a figure that is below 10 
per cent beyond 1990 lev- 
els by 2010, a Japanese 
government source told the 
Yomiuri Shimbun. 

EU officials were not 
immediately available for 


comment on the report, 
which seemed to signal the 
start of horse trading ahead 
of the Dec, 1-10 meeting in 
the western Japanese city 
of Kyoto. 

With just two days until 
the meeting starts, the 
scene is set for the last 
great environmental battle 
of the 20th century with 
nations of the world far 
apart on how to stop (he 
earth heating up. 

One of the major stum- 
bling blocks to an agree- 
ment is the amount by 
which developed nations 
will be legally required to 
cut greenhouse gasses 
emissions, such as carbon 
dioxide. 

At the talks in Kyoto, 
more than 1 60 countries 


will try to settle on a plan to 
reduce gases from burning 
fossil fuels. Such gases 
pose potentially disastrous 
effects to weather, ocean 
levels, agriculture, ecosys- 
tems and the spread of dis- 
ease. 

The government source 
told the Yomiuri that the 
EU agreed to a "figure less 
than 111 per cent” during 
recent exchanges between 
Japanese and Ell officials. 

The EU, however, did not 
give an exact figure for the 
emissions- cut target, the 
paper said. 

The United States, the 
world's largest producer of 
greenhouse eases, appoint- 
ed a new chief negotiator 
just a week ago and has 
warned it is ready to walk 


away from a deal that is not 
economically and environ- 
mental! v prudenL 
The United States wants 
to stabilise emissioas 
between 2008 and 2012 at 
1990 levels and insists that 
developing nations like 
China and India sign on to 
cuts and Japan wants a five 
per cent cut from 1990 lev- 
els between 200S and 20 1 2. 

In a symbol of how tough 
the talks are likely to be, 
Japan has chosen an ex-for- 
eign ministry official once 
involved in a hostage nego- 
tiation to chair the meeting, 
which is officially called 
, the third conference of the 
’ parties to the United 
Nations Framework Con- 
■ vention on Climate 
Change. 


Canada stumbles ahead of 


Nazi gold found in Austria — TV 


Kyoto greenhouse talks 


BADEN-BADEN, Ger- 
many (AFP) — More than 
800 documents containing 
"sensational'' new details 
on the source of stolen 
Nazi gold have been 
uncovered in Vienna, Ger- 
man television station 
Suedwestfunk said Friday. 

The station said it had 
obtained copies of the doc- 
uments, which it said orig- 
inated in the Third Reich 
foreign ministry and the 
former Reichsbank and are 
contained on 22 micro- 


films dated 1957. 

In one of the documents, 
then Reichsbank Director 
Albert Thomas traces the 
sources and destination of 
gold placed in the bank's 
vaults, the station said. 

Suedwestfunk said it 
would air a special on the 
reports Monday. 

In Vienna, the newspaper 
Standard confirmed the 
discovery of the 22 micro- 
films. 

Experts quoted by Sued- 
wesrfunk said the docu- 


ments could contain reve- 
lations on gold confiscated 
by the Nazis in concentra- 
tion Camps and ghettos 
before being deposited 
with the Reichsbank. 

German political scien- 
tist Hersch Fischler found 
the documents after years 
of research, in the posses- 
sion of the widow of Her- 
bert Herzog, an Austrian 
salesman who died in 
1977. the station reported. 

Herzog, who spent 10 
months as a prisoner in the 


Buchenwald concentration 
camp, learned there from 
an officer who served 
under former Third Reich 
Foreign Minister Joachim 
Von Ribbentrop the loca- 
tion of some five tonnes of 
hidden gold, according to 
the television station. 

The gold, turned over to 
the Americans after the 
war, was subsequently 
transported to Austria’s 
former national bank, 
OENB, said Suedwest- 
funk. 


Lawmaker says Sri Lanka jails hundreds 
of Tamils for years without trial 


. COLOMBO ( AP.) — A law- 
maker accusal, the Sri Lankan 
government Saturday of jail- 
ing hundreds of ethnic Tamils 
without trial for as long as 
five years. 

Two hundred Tamil prison- 
ers continued a hunger strike 
demanding they be released 

“There are over 1 .000 Tamil 
detainees who are languish- 
ing in prisons, detention 
camps and police stations for 
the past many years without 
their cases being investigated 
or action being taken to 
release them if there are no 
charges," said Joseph Parara- 
jasingham. 

‘'Out of this are around 300 
Tamil detainees who are lan- 
guishing in prisons for the 
past four to five years," Mr. 
Pararajasingham, of the mod- 
erate Tamil United Liberation 
Front, said in a letter to Jus- 
tice Minister Lakshman 
Peiris. 

Soldiers and police detain 
hundreds of young Tamils 
eveiy week, in the war-tom 
northeast and in the capital, 
while hunting for Tamil Tiger 
guenillas who have been 
fighting for 14 years to carve 
out a homeland for the Indian 


Ocean island’s minority. 

Mast of . them are freed 
when relatives visit police 
stations and vouch for die 
prisoners’ identities. Those 
suspected as rebels are sent to 
overcrowded prisons until 
detectives probe their cases. 

There was no immediate 
response from the govern- 
ment to the lawmakers letter. 

Saturday afternoon, the 
lasting prisoners were moved 
to a prison in Kalutara, 45 
kilometres south of Colombo. 
Journalists were not allowed 
to speak to the prisoners and 
those photographers who 
took pictures had their film 
rolls confiscated. 

Thursday. Amnesty 

International accused the Sri 
Lankan military of killing 
nearly all 600 people reported 
missing after their arrest in 
northern Sri Lanka during the 
past 1 8 months. 

But the Foreign Ministry 
dismissed the amnesty report 
as imbalanced. 

“Neariy all have died as a 
result of torture or been delib- 
erately killed in detention.'’ 
the human rights group said. 
A team of amnesty investiga- 
tors visited northern Sri 


Lanka recently, the main bat- 
tleground in die 14-year war 
pitting government troops 
against ethnic Tamil sepa- 
ratists. 

The hunger strike by Tamil 
prisoners continued into the 
third day Saturday. The pris- 
oners have staged such 
protests before, bur law offi- 
cials have persuaded them to 
stop by promising speedy 
action to release them. 

Amnesty also accused 
Tigers, recendy branded a ter- 
rorist group by the U.S. gov- 
ernment. of indiscriminately 
killing civilians when they 
attack miliiaiy checkpoints or 
patrols, and of summarily 
executing suspected infor- 
mants. The government has 
pledged to improve its human 
rights record. 

In September, officials 
allowed a United Nations 
team into Jaffna, which has 
been under army control 
since troops wrested it from 
rebels two years ago. to assess 
the army’s treatment of civil- 
ians. The U.N. report has not 
been made public yet. 

More than 50,000 people 
have been killed in Sri 
Lanka’s civil war. 


Wood shown as key evidence 
in Oklahoma bomb trial 


Precautions 
against 
cholera in 
Kuala 
Lumpur 

KUALA LUMPUR (AP) — 
Residents of Kuala Lumpur 
and its suburbs were asked 
Satuiday to drink boiled 
water and not to eat uncooked 
food following a cholera 
scare. 

Eleven people were diag- 
nosed with cholera in the 
Kudu Lumpur area from the 
46 suspected cases admitted 
to the city’s main hospital this 
week, Lim Kuan Joo. director 
of the Kuala Lumpur Hospi- 
tal, was quoted as saying by 
the national news agency, 
Bemama. 

"Cooked food should be 
property stored The practice 
of good hygiene is vital," Mr. 
Lim said in a statement. 

The 1 1 cholera cases were 
from the neighbourhoods of 
Setapak, Gombak and Hulu 
Langat, Bemama said. It was 
not known if other cholera 
patients had been admitted to 
private hospitals in the city. 

The Malaysian Medical 
Association, however, 
warned against panic, saying 
cholera, a water-borne bacter- 
ial disease, could be easily 
prevented tty taking simple 
precautions. Cholera germs 
can be killed by high hear. 


OTTAWA (R) — The 
Canadian government, 
fumbling up to the lust 
minute in formulating its 
position on greenhouse 
gases, will send a delega- 
tion to Monday's talks in 
Japan without a formally 
announced negotiating 
stance. 

The proposals of most 
industrialised countries 
for reducing greenhouse 
gases to prevent global 
warming has long been 
known, and the Canadian 
government had sched- 
uled a news conference 
for Friday morning to 
announce its position. 

But that news confer- 
ence was suddenly can- 
celled after a cabinet 
meeting considered the 
issue late Thursday, 
despite the fact that Cana- 
dian delegates would have 
to be heading to the Dec. 
1-10 talks in Kyoto over 
the weekend. 

Monday, we’ll let you 
know what the targets and 


timelines are," Environ- 
ment Minister Christine 
Stewart promised parlia- 
ment Friday. 

Canadian officials 
assured journalists that 
there was no disagreement 
on the overall consensus 
position of a target date 
for making the cuts. 

There were a few details 
to be worked out," said 
Matthew Bassett, spoks- 
man for International 
Cooperation Minister 
Diane Marleau. 

The whole greenhouse 
debate in Canada has been 
bitter, pitting environmen- 
talists against business 
and especially the energy 
sector based in Alberta, 
and the latest imbroglio 
only added to the turmoil. 

“Will the environment 
minister write her plan in 
the plane on the back of 
an air-sickness bag? why 
won’t she come our from 
under her rock and tell us 
her plan now?" demanded 
the opposition Reform 


Party’s rob Anders in par- 
liament. 

"How can the world 
(negotiating! partners take 
her seriously now?" asked 
ihe Bloc Quebecois* 
Susan Tremblay. 

One government source 
said Monday's announce- 
ment was likely to be a 
proposal to reduce green- 
house gas emissions to 
1990 levels by somewhere 
between 2007 and 2010. 
slightly ahead of the U.S. 
target of 2008 to 2012. 

Japan has suggested a 
five per cent cut and the 
European Union a 15 per 
cent cut by 2010. 

Canada was likely to 
propose further reductions 
of five to 10 per cent in 
each of the following two 
five-year periods. 

In any case, it proposes 
pushing back commit- 
ments reached at the Earth 
Summit in 1992 to hit 
1990 levels by 2000, but 
will nonetheless require 
cuts of more than 10 per 


cent from Canada’s cur- 
rent levels. 

Canada was also likely 
to join Japan in saying 
there should be differenti- 
ation to take into account 
; different countries’ partic- 
ular circumstances — 
which environmentalists 
charge is a way of evading 
commitments. 

The main greenhouse 
gas, carbon dioxide, is 
caused by burning coal, 
oil and natural gas. 

Many scientists say such 
cases act like greenhouse 
glass, wanning the cli- 
mate with potentially dis- 
astrous effects, though 
others question the sci- 
ence on this issue. 

However, the Canadian 
government has had a dif- 
ficult job convincing a 
snow-bound population 
that more warmth would 
hurt them, even if it might 
cause more serious prob- 
lems elsewhere. 


Kinshasa calm, government 
plays down army clashes 


KINSHASA (R) — The 
Democratic Republic of 
the Congo’s capital Kin- 
shasa was calm Saturday 
after two separate clashes 
between rival groups of 
soldiers. 

President Laurent Kabi- 
la’s government sought to 
play down the affair. 

Interior Minister Mwen- 
ze Kongolo angrily dis- 
missed suggestions that up 
to 20 people had been 
killed in Friday’s incidents, 
whicb included a shootout 
at the gates of the presiden- 
cy. 

"There were only three 
dead,” Mr. Mwenze told 
Reuters. "Anything else is 
a lie." A Western security 
source earlier put the toll at 
up to 20, based on witness 


reports and army details. 

Security barricades 
blocked the road to the 
presidency Saturday but 
the army had eased checks 
elsewhere. Life in the 
bustling capital was its 
usual Saturday self. 

Witnesses said guards at 
the presidency opened fire 
Friday afternoon when a 
rival group of soldiers 
approached one entrance. 
Mr. Kabila was working in 
his office at the time. 

The cause of Friday's 
shooting, which also erupt- 
ed in the early hours near a 
barracks, was not immedi- 
ately clear. 

Mr. Mwenze said the two 
clashes, which lasted no 
more than 30 minutes each, 
were unrelated. 


He said "two jeeps full of 
armed men” began shoot- 
ing around the city’s Inter- 
continental Hotel. “The 
shooting spread all the way 
to the presidency," he 
added. 

The army is restructuring 
after Mr. Kabila and his 
Rwandan allies toppled the 
late dictator Mobutu Sese 
Seko in May. 

Pay disputes and internal 
ethnic rivalry have led to 
similar outbreaks of shoot- 
ing in and around Kinshasa 
in the past. 

Mr. Mwenze rejected any 
link between the shooting 
and the detention in the 
capital Tuesday of General 
Masasu Nindanga, widely 
regarded as democratic 
Congo's de facto army 


chief. 

"That’s what the rumours 
say but so far the army has- 
n't identified any group 
that is a Masasu group. 
There isn’t one in the army. 
If there is, it must be 
underground,” he said. 

Allies of Gen. Masasu 
warned earlier that his 
arrest, officially for disci- 
plinary reasoas, could have 
serious consequences. 

Friday’s first clash 
appears to have been 
sparked by the arrest of a 
young ethnic Tutsi soldier, 
according to various secu- 
rity sources. 

Mr. Mwenze said that 
clash was between police 
units and soldiers breaking 
j through their barricades. 


Heat from Indonesian fires to be felt at climate meet 


DENVER (R) — Prosecu- 
tors in the Oklahoma City 
bombing trial Friday showed 
jurors a small piece of wood 
panelling that they said was 
key evidence linking defen- 
dant Terry Nichols to the 
1995 blast that killed 168 
People. 

But defence lawyers said 
evidence was unreliable 
^uuse it had been dealt with 
unproperiy. 

k was presented as prosecu- 
tor neared the end of the 
government’s case. When 

they have finished presenting 
*■ Mr. Nichols’ attorneys are 
expected to present evidence 
tor about two weeks. 

. State prosecutors showed 
Jett's the piece of panelling 
said it was imbedded 
crystals of the same type 
® those of the fertiliser 
dlegedly used in the bomb 
jtod found at Mr. Nichols’ 
«otne. 

The wood was found by a 
searc b team in a parking lot 


across the street from the 
Alfred P. Murrah federal 
building in Oklahoma. City 
two days after the April 19, 
1995 bombing. 

Prosecutors contend the 
panelling came from the side 
of a rented truck used to trans- 
port the bomb, made of fer- 
tiliser and fuel oil. that blew 
up the government office 
building. 

“It appears to have come 
from the box panel from the 
Ryder truck,” FBI agent 
Alton Wilson testified 

Prosecutors say Mr. 
Nichols, 41 and his former 
army Buddy Timothy 
McVeigh, who was convicted 
in June and sentenced to 
death for the bombing, were 
partners in building the bomb. 

Mr. McVeigh is appealing 
against his conviction. Mr- 
Nichols is charged on the 
same II counts and could 
face the death penalty if con- 
victed. 

Mr. Nichols’ defence 


lawyers said the evidence 
about the piece of wood pan- 
elling was not reliable 
because the FBI agents who 
recovered and tested it did nor 
follow proper procedures. 

Under cross-examination, 
FBI chemist Ronald Kelly 
twice admitted that he had nor 
followed proper steps in 
recovering and handling the 
piece of wood. 

FBI Laboratory Supervisor 
Steven Bumieister testified 
that during a search of Mr. 
Nichols' home in Herington, 
Kansas, he found explosives, 
including ammonium nitrate, 
the fertiliser pellets used to 
make the bomb. 

"They were on the steps, 
leading up to the poroh area.” 
Mr. Burmeister testified, 
describing the substance as 
“spherical-like.” 

Mr. Burmeister said the 
search of Mr. Nichols’ home 

also uncovered primadet 
blasting caps that detonate 
explosives. 


JAKARTA (AFP) — The 
widespread fires in Indone- 
sia which cast a pall of 
smoke over most of South- 
east Asia for months, loom 
heavy in the minds of south- 
east Asian delegates heading 
to the World Conference on 
the Climate in Japan next 
week. 

“The fires have for the first 
time, provided the opportu- 
nity for Asian states to see 
that there is an immediate 
price to pay. now and not 
later, for not respecting the 
environment,” an analyst 
with an international finan- 
cial institution said. 

The fires, mostly blamed 
on the indiscriminate use of 
slash and bum methods to 
clear land for fields, planta- 
tions and settlement, sent up 
thick smoke in May and the 
sky in several countries was 


still covered with a thin haze 
in November. 

The haze has caused seri- 
ous health alerts in the 
region and led to disruption 
as well as accidents in air. 
land and water traffic. 

At least 17 Indonesians 
have died from haze-related 
ailments while millions of 
others have had their health 
affected, officials say. 

The fires have also affect- 
ed the climate in several 
ways. 

In the immediate after- 
math, the fires in Indonesian 
forest, fields and peat and 
cool lands, released millions 
of cubic metres of carbon 
dioxide into the atmosphere, 
leading to a drop in local 
temperatures. 

In the longer term will 
come the effects from the 
dwindling forest surface fol- 


lowing the fires. 

Forests, including primary 
rain forests, absorb carbon 
dioxide and release much 
needed oxygen into the air. 

Indonesia has 113 million 
hectares of rain forests, 
including 49 million 
hectares in protected areas. 

The president of the World 
Wild Life Fund for Nature, 
Sayed Babar Ali. has 

labelled the forest and 

ground fires in Indonesia “an 
international catastrophe.’’ 

A former chairman of 
Indonesia’s leading environ- 
mental watchdog Walhi. 
George Aditjondro, has 

called it "the worst ecologi- 
cal disaster to have hit Asia 
since the Vietnam War.” 

The severe drought experi- 
enced by the country this 
year, partly due to the El 
Nino freak weather pattern. 


also aggravated the fires and 
the haze. 

While officials have said 
only around 300.000 
hectares of forest and ground 
have burned this year, 
Walhi’s estimate put it to 
around 1.7 million hectares. 

Indonesian Environment 
Minister Surwono 

Kusumaatmudja has said 
“hundreds" of years would 
be needed to restore the con- 
ditions of the burned forests. 

President Suharto has 
declared the fires a national 
disaster and even made an 
uprecedemed series of 
apologies to Indonesia’s 
affected neighbours. 

The haze has spread as far 
as $ri Lanka to the east, 
southern Thailand to the 
north, the Philippines to the 
east and Darwin on the 
northern coast of Australia to 


the south. 

Malaysia and Singapore, 
along with Indonesia, 
declared health emergencies 
after air pollution health 
safety standards were sur- 
passed by the smoke haze 
and they have also seen 
tourism drop. 

The thick acrid smoke has 
reduced visibility to such 
dangerous levels that it is 
believed to have been behind 
several boat and air acci- 
dents that have claimed 
more than 300 lives. 

The climate change meet- 
ing that will open in Kyoto, 
Japan. Monday will attract 
representatives from 166 
countries which will try to 
hammer out an accord on 
reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions said to be respon- 
sible for global warming. 
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Challenge before 
new Parliament 

HIS MAJESTY King Hussein opened the first 
session of the 13tli Parliament yesterday, effec- 
tively calling on the newly-elected 80 deputies 
and the appointed 40 senators to leave their 
mark on parliamentary democracy in our 
country. The King's speech addressed, inter 
alia, the ups and downs in the peace process, the 
economic challenges that are facing the country 
and the government's programme for 1998. 

It was not too long ago when the King raised 
the issue of the bureaucracy. It was the stifling 
red tape and the dismal state of orphan institu- 
tions in the Kingdom that prompted His 
Majesty to ask tough questions about the 
absence of public spirit in the conduct of state 
affairs. Nearly a year has passed since he 
sounded the alarm about the woes and ills of 
public service and not much has really been 
done to rectify them. Yesterday, His Majesty 
found it necessary to again remind the nation 
that much remains to be done, not only in fight- 
ing governmental routine hut also in combating 
corruption, ending discrimination and violence 
against women and children. 

On the external front, the faltering peace 
process, as expected, figured high in the King's 
speech. The Monarch met Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu near London 
earlier this month to deliver to him an urgent 
and stern message: Unless the Israeli govern- 
ment moves more expeditiously in the direction 
of accommodation the stage will be set for dras- 
tic deterioration in the region's political and 
security climate. His Majesty alluded to this 
yesterday, but at the same time urged us to 
make a distinction between what the current 
Israeli government stands for and what the peo- 
ple there want and aspire to. 

Yet the biggest challenge facing the Lower 
House is to vindicate the people’s trust in them 
as true representatives of their aspirations. 
Given the absence of strong opposition due to 
the decision by Islamist and other political par- 
ties to boycott the Nov. 4 elections, the new par- 
liamentarians are duty hound to prove their 
credentials as worthy of representing all the 
people. The country expected them not only to 
listen carefully to the Speech from the Throne 
but also to study and offer their own solutions. 
Deputies would likewise be called upon to raise 
other issues and submit new ideas on how to 
tackle them. 

We certainly need a dynamic Parliament since 
the issues facing the country are getting more 
and more complex. 

We trust that the opening or the 13th 
Parliament will usher in a new era in the demo* 
cratic process that will vindicate and strength- 
en the nation's march towards democracy. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A 1 Ra’i 's Fuhed Fanek Saturday said democracy has 
been on the retreat since its start in 1989. and the new 
Parliament is culled on to redress the situation through 
legislation. He said (lie temporary Press and 
Publications Law is one of the negative aspects affect- 
ing democracy because it led to the closure of most of 
the weekly tabloids and caused opposition parties to 
boycott the general elections and the non-representation 
of the Islamists in Parliament. Jordanians expect the 
new parliament to lake steps to achieve progress 
towards democracy and reflect a g«H'd image about the 
Kingdom to the outside world, he said. It is not enough 
to cancel the present Press and Publications Law or for 
the government to sell ils sh:ircs in the daily newspa- 
pers. but Parliament is called on to introduce new and 
modern legislation on elections, press and publications 
and political panics. Dr. Fanek said. He said 
Parliament, which was elected by the people and which 
will elect its speaker, a key posi within the democratic 
system, should he given the ode of choosing a prime 
minister lor the counnj cither through direel voting in 
the House or through consultation with His Majesty' the 
King. 

AI Arab Al YawnTs Saleh Qullab said he feared 
that Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat will fall under 
heavy pressure from the U.S. m accept the trivial offer 
of the Israeli government which entails a very limited 
withdrawal from the occupied Palestinian lands. Arafat 
has already rejected the Israeli offer which keeps most 
of the West Bank security and water resources under 
Israeli control and is demanding the full implementation 
of the Oslo accords whiclj w;i> endorsed hy Washington, 
said Qallah. He said Arafat i valises that he cannot with- 
stand the U.S. pressure, especially if Washington 
involves Egypt or other Arab regimes in exercising pres- 
sure on him to accept the Kneli offer. Qullab said also 
that Arafat does nut have the power like Netanyahu 10 
resist the pressure and he is also exposed to pressure 
from certain Palestinian groups which advise him ro 
accept whatever Israel offers at the moment and contin- 
ue demanding the full implementation of the- Oslo 
accords litter. He said Arafat is in for u very difficult sit- 
uation especially if Netanyahu succeeds in holding his 
coalition government together and secures all his minis- 
ters* support for his offer to the Palestinians. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed Fanek 


Survey should spur more action, less debate 


AT LONG last, the results of the survey on unemploy- 
ment in Jordan conducted by the Centre for Strategic 
Studies of the University of Jordan (CSS) were made 
public last week after several months of delay. 

Unemployment was reportedly a whopping 27.5 per 
cent. Llnderstandably the government, represented by its 
Ministry of Planning, was not happy with the results of 
the survey because the figure arrived ar for unemploy- 
menL the government claims, is too high to be credible, 
and that the publication of such a survey will paint a dark 
picture and cause confusion. 

It is true that some political opposition groups will wel- 
come the new revelation and use it to further embarrass 
the govern menL even though those groups lack any alter- 
native to the policies and measures puL forward and 
implemented by the government. Despite the disclosures 
of this finding, the sky did not fall and public confidence 
in the economy was unaffected. 

The importance of coming up with accurate figures 
regarding unemployment and other social phenomena to 
enable decision makers to adapt the right policies was 
always overemphasised. As a matter of fact the effective 
solutions and the right policies to deal with unemploy- 
ment of 27 per cent Which, the survey suggests, are not 
that different from those needed to combat unemploy- 
ment of 15 per cent, the rate the government likes to 


believe is accurate. 

However, the publication of the survey may sharpen the 
public awareness of this social and economic problem. 
Naturally die new light shed on the status and extent of 
unemployment will put the government under more pres- 
sure to face the problem and do more to alleviate it. 

We know that the Ministry of Planning questions the 
credibility of the centre’s survey and does not believe its 
findings, which surprised nor only the officials of the 
ministry bur observers and analysts as well. The ministry 
has its own reservations and objections to the concept and 
methodology of the survey. But even tf the ministry will 
embrace the survey, it will hardly change its behaviour or 
alter its plans already under way. The publication will 
only serve to make the ministry take the heat and come 
under more pressure from the public to act more force- 
fully and try to make the economy generate more jobs. 

The CSS was planning to present the concepts, method- 
ology. definitions and results of the survey to a group of 
specialists in a workshop to evaluate and analyse the pro- 
ject For some reason the centre did away with this plan, 
and went directly to the press. Thus we were unable to 
reconcile the figures produced by the survey as of 
December 1996" with the figures produced by the 
Department of Statistics two years earlier. 

"Hie rate of unemployment reached by the survey could 


-have been reduced tremendously had the survey account- 
ed for unemployment between age I S to 60 instead of 1 5 
to 64. Unemployment would have also been lower had a 
person been considered unemployed if he did not work 
during the past week or month, but not the previous day 
as the survey did. ft would be lower if the reasons for not 
working in the day preceding the survey were considered. 
For instance a person may be out of work in a given day 
due to illness, weather conditions especially in 
December, or due to personal or family reasons which 
has nothing to do with unemployment in its strict eco- 
nomic sense. The centre argues that, unlike the 
Department of Statistics it employed the standards 
approved by the International Labour Organisation 
(TLO). 

It is not in the interest of the centre, nor the government 
or observers and analysts to purposely overstate or under- 
state the level of unemployment. What counts is that we 
have — a very high rate of unemployment, and the gov- 
ernment should work harder to enable the economy gen- 
erate more jobs. The accuracy of the figure becomes 
important in case of comparison, i.e.. if the survey is 
repeated after one or two years to determine the current 
state of unemployment. Perhaps the centre should con- 
duct a similar survey in December 1998 using the same 
sample and applying the same methodology. 


Letter from Scotland 

Hope for confidence building measures are dashed 
with dwindling peace process, iraqi-U.N. stand-off 


By Peter Hinchcliffe 

AN IDEA I put to His Royal Highness over 
18 months ago came to fruition with Crown 
Prince Hasson's visit to the University of 
Edinburgh on November 27. Prince Hassan 
had been invited to give the inaugural 
address to the newly renamed and reconsti- 
tuted Institute for Middle Eastern Studies — 
about which I wrote in a pervious letter. A 
packed hall — every chair taken — listened 
to an interesting and thoughtful account of 
recent developments in die Middle East 
entitled "Middle East in Crisis. Challenges 
and Responses." He also responded to sev- 
eral questions from the audience including a 
number from Jordanian students studying at 
the university. I counted 17 of them cover- 
ing several academic disciplines. 

Given present circumstances in the region 
Crown Prince Hassan was naturally enough 
fairly downbeat about progress towards a 
comprehensive peace. 1 was particularly 
interested to hear his references to the need 
for a framework for confidence .building in 
the region to cover issues wider than just 
those confined to Arab/Israeli. This seemed 
to be an echo of the idea of establishing an 
Organisation for Cooperation and Security 
in the Middle East (OCSME) as proposed 
by Malcolm Rifkind, Britain's former 
Conservative foreign secretary, in a speech 
he made in Abu Dhabi last November. In 
making his proposal Rifkind gave some of 
the credit for the idea to Crown Prince 
Hassan who had long been advocating a 


structure in the area roughly modelled on 
the Conference for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe which has had such 
success, even within the context of the cold 
war. in building bridges between East and 
West in Europe. Sadly Jordan was one of 
the few Arab countries to warmly endorse 
the Rifkind proposal, and it has died with 
much of the peace process. The suspicion, 
especially voiced by Egypt, was that such 
an organisation might serve an Israeli agen- 
da — normalisation with the Arabs and all 
that — and also divert attention from the 
central issue of the Middle East peace 
process. 

Iraq has been very much in the news 
recently, and Crown Prince Hassan 
answered some questions on the issue after 
his lecture. There is considerable sympathy 
for the effects of sanctions on the ordinary 
Iraqi — particularly the more vulnerable 
sectors of the community. There is less sym- 
pathy for Saddam Hussein himself and sev- 
eral commentators have pointed out that his 
priorities appear strange given the state of 
Iraq's economy. More emphasis is needed 
on projects to benefit the Iraqi people and 
less on re-arming Iraq’s forces and on the 
building of grandiose “victory'* monuments 
and presidential palaces. As a writer in the 
Scotsman (Scotland’s national newspaper) 
pointed out, Saddam Hussein and his imme- 
diate Takriti cronies can totally insulate 
themselves from the effect of sanctions and 
can afford to manipulate the suffering of 
their countrymen for their own purposes — 


creating sympathy for Iraq (including the 
regime! in the Arab World. Sympathy for 
the Iraqi people is well mental but hardly 
for the regime, given its record. Have people 
got such short memories? Ask the Kuwaitis 
and ask the Kurds of Halabja! 

The British press coverage of the recent 
crisis over the arras inspectors fully covers 
the point of linkage between sanctions 
against Iraq and stalemate in the peace 
process. There have been references to U.S. 
policy "crumbling” (as the Guardian put it) 
and it goes on: "Arab states are frustrated by 
the U.S. inability to reactivate the peace 
process between Israelis and Palestinians, 
and they have no incentive to stick their 
necks out for the U.S. on Iraq when 
Washington is reluctant to reciprocate over 
Israel." 

There is less comfort for Baghdad over Lhe 
substance of the inspector’s crisis however. 
Most serious papers agree that on their indi- 
vidual merits the questions of peace and the 
need to do away with Iraq's weapons of 
mass destruction have to be .kept separate. . 
The Economist argues that the Iraqi regime 
knows well when sanctions will be lifted 
and what needs to be done to achieve this. It 
will be when UNSCOM reports to the 
Security Council that its job is done. And 
then (this is my guess} it will be important 
that the U.N. itself honours Security 
Council Resolution 697 and allows the 
resumption of Iraqi oil exports. No new 
conditions should be laid down. In the 
meanwhile, given our experiences with the 


Iraqi president, it would be a grave and 
potentially dangerous mistake to pull 
UNSCOM out. 

I mention short memories. 1 was in 
Amman when Hussein Kamal defected. I 
well remember how he revealed the extent 
of the Iraqi regime's consistent campaign of 
deception with regard to their relationship 
with UNSCOM. As the Economist put it: 
the inspectors and the Atomic Energy 
Authority tracked down Iraq’s nuclear “bits 
and pieces, most of its missiles and a good- 
ly portion of its chemical arsenal — all of it 
in the teeth of Iraqi lies, obstruction and. al 
times, direct threats to the inspectors" As 
for biological weapons UNSCOM ’s report 
described this area as “unredeemed by 
progress or any approximation of the known 
facts.” There is unfinished work to be done. 

It is a dilemma. No humane person wants 
the Iraqi people to continue to suffer. No 
sensible person wants Saddam Hussein to 
have the means ro once again threaten his 
neighbours or his own people with such ter- 
rible weapons. We seem powerless to bend 
Israel to our will for the momenr but we can 
continue to do something about Iraq under 
its present leadership. One wrong and one 
right do not equal two wrongs. Or have I 
missed something? 

The writer, a retired diplomat, was the 
British ambassador to Jordan until March. 
He contributed this article to the Jordan 
Times. 


'Governments must relinquish control of telecommunications technology’ 


The following is an tiddress by Jamal 
Sttrayrah. former minister of post and 
telecommunications, at the Arab Telecoms 
Fontm 97 "Telecoms Development ." held in 
Bahrain Nov. 24-26, 1997. 

BECAUSE GOVERNMENTS are not the 
best providers of technology, and because 
excessive government involvement in the 
market may lead to inappropriate or inferior 
standards to those required by the market, 
governments must forego their control of 
telecommunications technology. 

In many of the Arab countries, the 
progress of privatisation programmes, and 
despite the best of intent has become 
bogged down by bureaucracy and apprehen- 
sion. Even those countries that have actual- 
ly started to privatise their telecommunica- 
tions markets, are either moving too slowly 
or not moving at all. 

We must "remember that progress is 
always relative. We must never view 
progress in absolute, but in relative terms. 
Others do not stand still while one is mov- 
ing. They too move and they too are making 
advances. Successes should never be mea- 
sured but in relation to other successes, 
never in relation to past inadequacies and 
failures. Most importantly, we must lay 
down the infrastructure necessary to 
advance concomitantly with telecommuni- 
cations technology. 

In line with our desires and aspirations. 
Arab governments must speedily move out 


of markets by deregulating them. To ensure 
that the operators' services are state-of-the- 
art, the role of the government is simply that 
of a provider of a level playing field. 
Existing and potential suppliers of on-line 
and off-line services should never have to 
compete with the government of a country 
in the provision of a telecommunications 
service; they simply won’t. Technology will 
not flow into a controlled market at a. pace 
commensurate with the rate of change of 
technology in the advanced world or in lib- 
eralised markets. It simply won't. 

Governments that have controlled the 
telecommunications market a s a means of 
suppressing freedoms and maintaining 
security controls have ultimately failed. In 
the veiy near future, an Arab citizen may be 
able to purchase a chip through which 
he/she may garner access to the global 
telecommunications infrastructure; thus, 
bypassing all security systems and cruising 
the telecommunications superhighway. 
Losing control will soon become the modus 
operondus, this is inevitable. 

Furthermore, controlling telecommunica- 
tions markets as a means for generating rev- 
enues, in a manner similar to that of taxes, 
should also become a practice of the past. 
The success of the U.S. economy, which 
sustained tremendous growth rates over the 
past six years, is testimony to the benefits of 
Liberalising telecommunications markets. 

We too can be successful. After all, a 
superhighway has existed in the Arab World 


since ancient times when caravan routes tra- 
versed our lands and seafarers visited our 
. ports: now the new superhighway that criss- 
crosses the land should be the telecommuni- 
cations highway. In this highway we must 
establish a “virtual presence" in technology. 
And as the information superhighway 
becomes increasing well travelled, we, in 
the Arab World will become more prosper- 
ous and productive. Advancing the welfare 
of this and future generations depends not 
on the resources we have been endowed 
with, but on the choices we make today. In 
short, our region can not become competi- 
tive without the technology of tomorrow 
coming to play in our lives now. 

Competition will speed up innovation and 
the cost-effectiveness of new technologies. 
Demand should become the designer of the 
market. This can only be achieved through 
allowing the imagination and tastes of the 
users to shape the market and the future of 
technology. Sophisticated consumers will 
demand better quality products. 
Unencumbered producers, operating in an 
open economy, will meet the challenges of 
tomorrow and provide quality services. 

We must all move fast in updating or cre- 
ating our regulatory structures. As a first 
step toward drawing new and up-to-date 
policies, we should first establish partner- 
ships between the private and public sec- 
tors. These partnerships are for the creation 
of modern markets: they should not be con- 
spiracies against markets. Government and 


industry must develop new standards and 
policies. The open exchange of ideas 
between both sectors should be the corner- 
stone of further policy to ensure a wider, 
and pothole-free information superhighway. 

The main and most important policy 
should be the guarantee that the regulator is 
not also the operator in the area of informa- 
tion networks. I have learnt from past expe- 
riences as a minister of telecommunications 
that this policy is a vital signal to all inter- 
ested parties. All competitors are thus aware 
of the intent of the government to provide a 
modem telecommunications market. 
Moreover, this policy underscores that qual- 
ity advancement and availability are our top 
most priorities. 

Telecommunications technology is but 
one of many vital steps that need to be taken 
toward becoming a highly advanced society 
and becoming fully integrated in the global 
village. Deregulation is also, if I may add, 
the most important step a nation can 
presently make. We should be moving fast, 
at full speed through licensing private sector 
operators and setting minimal standards 
while providing the basic necessary regula- 
tory and legislative infrastructure. 1 honest- 
ly believe that the Arab World is at the 
threshold of leapfrogging technology and 
winning the future. And 1 also belie ve that 
among us today, in this august gathering is 
the decision and the resolve to make tomor- 
row different. Let’s not wait too long. 


To the Editor 

1 WAS heartened to see the photo of the four Americans 
in the Nov. 22 issue of the Jordan Times. May they 
accomplish their mission. We should remember that the 
Iraqis are now facing the greatest crises of their country’s 
existence — continued mass killing by starvation. 

The latest figures now say that the Iraqis are dying at 
the rate of two every minute due to the U.S. led “sanc- 
tions" (I prefer the word siege; on their country. 
Meanwhile, in the United States, it is the “Holiday 
Season." People here will be stuffing themselves until 
they hurt, while not only the Iraqis are starving, but peo- 
ple in their own country — dying in the streets every day. 

Most lour buses will not take you into the areas where 


LETTERS 


Facing up to the ‘system’ 

the homeless live, but you can see them pathetically 
curled up in doorways and in cardboard boxes trying to 
stay warm. 

In Islam, this would be a failure of the government, 
and the government would move to find them housing. 
Not so in the U.S. In a society where you are literally 
one paycheck away from disaster (homelessness) the 
new laws are taking away what safety-net was available. 
Meanwhile, the American people are being told that it is 
the blacks and the Hispanics who are guilty of “milking" 
the system. 

What their thoughts are as they step over that poor, 
freezing soul in the doorway one can only guess, if they 


have thoughts at all. That is why it is so important to 
stand up to the American government now, before it con- 
solidates its control over the world, and imposes this svs- 
tem on the rest of humanity. 

It is not right to make war on inocent men. women, and 
children while you support Israel’s land crabs and shoot- 
ings, Indonesia’s massacring of the Ea st Timorese, and 
every low-bfe dictator in South America who will give up 
his people to the low- wage slavery of the U.S. and - multi- 
national corporations. 




Sheila B. Cassidy 
Riverside, California 
USA 
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Jordan Times, Sunday, November 30, 1997 


King opens 1 3th Parliament 

Government to introduce new laws governing unions, political parties 


Following is the full text of His 
Majesty King Hussein’s Speech from 
the Throne at the opening of the 13th 
parliament’s First Ordinary Session, 
Saturday. 

IN THE name of God the most Merci- 
ful, the most Compassionate. And 
peace and prayers be upon His Arab 
Hashemite Prophet. 

Honourable Senators, 

Honourable Deputies. 

Peace be upon you and God’s mercy 
and blessings. 

In the name of God and with His 
blessings, I declare open the first ses- 
sion of the 13th Jordanian Parliament. 

I praise the Almighty for having 
maintained the constant and stable 
legitimacy of this rule and protected its 
Islamic reference since the beginning, 
through the Great Arab Revolt, and 
until this day. God willing, it will con- 
tinue until we achieve the high and 
noble objectives for which this Revolt 
was launched. 

It is the will of God Almighty that 
the meeting of your esteemed assem- 
bly coincides with the end of the 20th 
century and the dawn of the 21st cen- 
tury. So it may — God willing — be a 
blessed model of our country in the 
new century, and an able vanguard to 
face the challenges it carries with all 
the required efforts and sacrifices. 

Honourable Senators, 

Honourable Deputies, 

Your very House was born out of the 
honest determination of the sincere 
and faithful people of our country. It 
came as an expression of the free will 
of the voters in cities and towns, the 
countryside and the Badia, and the 
refugee camps, to become an embodi- 
ment of the nation's will to put you at 
the core of national responsibility and 
in the centre of effectiveness and influ- 
ence. 

While the government committed 
itself and delivered a free and fair elec- 
tion within the time specified by the 
law and the Constitution, the results of 
this election have taken us from a cli- 
mate of full freedom and equal oppor- 
tunities to a new stage of many duties 
and responsibilities, objectives and 
goals, which we trust you have the 
determination to face and the ability to 
achieve. 

And as we aspired from the outset to 
see everyone participate in that elec- 
tion. we will always be keen for the 
freedom of people to have their own 
opinions so that the difference of opin- 
ions remains a high-grade and healthy 
enrichment of our political life along 
with the pluralism that garnishes 
democracy. 

Therefore, congratulations to those I 
who won the confidence of the people 
and the voice of our nation, and fetid- 
tations to the nation for the allegiance.^ 
and dedication of its sons. 

The family or the tribe in our country 

— as in every country — is one of the 
cells of society, which make up the 
entire people. It maintains sodety’s 
lofty ideals, protects its noble values, 
and moves its beautiful' traditions and 
generous customs forward. 

The family — like the tribe in this 
precious homeland — has always been ■ 
a source of goodness and an aide of 
honour and pride. It has never been — 
may God forbid — a burden or a 
source of blemish, nor has it been a 
shortcoming or a censure. 

So joy to you for having come from 
those blessed sources, and joyous may 
the state be in you. 

Each one of you is from this home- 
land and for this homeland. The home- 
land is for every family, every tribe, 
and every citizen in the north, south, 
east or west alike. 

Honourable Senators, 

Honourable Deputies, 

The basic support to the democracy 
w e enjoy — and any other democracy 

— rests upon the sincere and continu- 
ous cooperation between the Execu- 
tive, Legislative and Judicial branches. 
This is followed by their cooperation 
^th the political powers and civil 
s 9 c ®ty , s institutions. Finally, a com- 
hroed cooperation with the people col- 
lectively or the nation in its entirety. 

A modem soriety is one of compli- 
mefltarity, harmony, solidarity and 
“ttttual assistance. It is not a society of 
est ^ngement, alienation, severed rela- 


tions, and crossing lines. 

Governments may come and go, par- 
ti aments may change or regenerate, 
and the Judiciary may develop and 
change... but the *tate which flanks 
these powers under its wings is the one 
that remains. This is because the peo- 
ple — first and Iasi ■ — are everlasting 
and regenerating throughout time. 

All the undertakings of the govern- 
ment in every field are to the state and 
for the state. The media is that of the 
state, so is health, agriculture, and so 
on. 

Any such activity or effort should 
not be allowed to dwindle, retract or 
one day be belittled in a way that it 
becomes attributed to other than the 
state. 

Since the employee is government’s 
main tool to fulfil its duties towards 
the citizen and the country, he is the 
one who should be loyal to the peo- 
ple's interest and concerns... faithful to 
their hopes and aspirations. 

The employee is the means to build 
the cornerstone and structures of the 
state. It is for this, that he must be the 
object of care and appreciation just as 
he should always be worthy of such 
care and appreciation. 

If bureaucracy is civil service's 
enemy number one. then corruption is 
the most destructive tool that demol- 
ishes the pillars of that service and 
destroys every hope of advancement. 

No one in the nation or the state 
should be more motivated to fight off 
these two arch enemies of progress 
and advancement ihan the employee 
himself, who is the core of sound man- 
agement and the nerve of dignified and 
pulsating life. 

But our society, honourable Senators 
and Deputies, should not be one of 
“government jobs,” where the chair is 
the nation, and the job is the cause. It 
is then where things lose tbeir value 
and meaning, and where the people 
lose their ideals, dreams and hopes. 

Our homeland should collectively 
transform into a perpetual workshop. 
Each one of its sons should have his 
role and responsibilities. The writer 
and the artist... the labourer and the 
farmer... the employee and the profes- 
sional. 

A workshop with no place for spec- 
tators and negligent people. 

The building of a homeland is like 
life itself: continuous and perpetual. 
And if the sons of this country do not 
build it; then they have no fight to idly 
criticise and complain; nor to derogate 
or defame. They should have no right 
to expect others to build their country 
for them. 

Nation-building is an^effort, dedica- 
tion, loyalty, and belonging. Each one 
of you should give tils best effort and 
all his potential to this^emratry. . 

And just as this appliesio every citi- 
zen, it certainly should apply to all the 
branches of government and authori- 
ties. Any branch must not just watch 
the performance of another, but each 
must v compliment the work of the 
otheit> 

They must all move in harmony. . 
.and along with the people, they can all 
become like a magnificent orchestra 
that always performs one symphony: 
that of the nation. 

Honourable Senators, 

Honourable Deputies, 

The work of the Legislative branch 
emanating from this blessed citadel is 
just as a source of pride to the state as 
the work of the Executive. 

Synonymous to them is the work of 
the independent Judiciary that spreads 
the meaning of justice throughout the 
state, without which no rule is upright; 
deep-roots the values of rightness, 
without which no life is worthy; and 
protects the reality of freedom, without 
which man’s humanity does not mate- 
rialise. 

And just as the member of the Leg- 
islative branch should be a sincere and 
honest expression of the will of the 
people, every member of the Judiciary 
should be a sincere and honest expres- 
sion of the people's ideals, values, and 
virtues. 

Honourable Senators, 

Honourable Deputies, 

It is because of all this and other state 
objectives that my government will 
present to your esteemed assembly a 
package of laws and legislation. Some 
will modernise and develop existing 
laws and legislation, while others will 


come to open new horizons of devel- 
opment and construction. 

Foremost among them is a new elec- 
tion law that takes into consideration 
the changes and developments of this 
age. establishes increased equality and 
justice among all the people, and 
maintains the constants of our national 
march. 

The government will also present to 
the distinguished assembly new legis- 
lation that aims at developing the 
political parties and professional 
unions laws in order to guarantee bet- 
ter performance, to regulate practices, 
and — God willing — to protect the 
rights of the people and the interests of 
the homeland. 

My government had presented the 
esteemed House with a Press and Pub- 
lications Law, which was issued in its 
temporary form as a response to a wish 
by the previous Parliament. 

This came as the noble profession of 
journalism became afflicted with what 
its enemies and the enemies of this 
nation wished. 

It also came when some of those who 
intruded on the press took the profes- 
sion of mourning the homeland, the 
state and the people, of challenging 
and defaming our values and ideals, 
and of transgressing public and private 
affairs and interests. 

That temporary law did not come to 
limit freedoms or gag mouths, nor did 
it come to belittle any real achieve- 
ment by the previous law. Instead, it 
aimed at regulating the press sector, 
which is from the state to the state and 
from the people to the people. 

It also aimed at defining the rights 
and obligation of this sector. 

Because a fair and impartial Judicia- 
ry that understands and reacts to 
changes is in the forefront of the firm 
basics of the state of the law and insti- 
tutions, my government will continue 
its efforts to upgrade the legislation 
and institutions of the Judiciary. This 
is being done according to a plan that 
guarantees the best working conditions 
and resources. 

Honourable Senators, 

Honourable Deputies, 

Our Armed Forces, the brave mili- 
tary establishment, will be as always 
an example of pride and dignity for the 
country and the people. Our forces 
have always been our companion 
through all our Country's peaks of 
glory. 

They, along with our misted security 
establishment, have the distinguished 
role of protecting the country and the 
citizens, and maintaining society’s 
safety and security. 

With great national awareness, true 
belonging, and unshaken loyalty, they 
have been an example of efficiency 
and discipline, and a model of refined 
manners and noble behaviour in the 
region and the world at large. 

Their role was not restricted to 
home, but went beyond, reaching vari- 
ous international spots, where they 
contributed to keeping international 
peace in many countries and places. 
There, they have reflected the finest 
example of Arab morality and the 
refined Jordanian character and attrib- 
utes. 

With my direct guidance, my gov- 
ernment will provide all the support 
these two establishments deserve to 
develop their capabilities and advance 
their potential. This will be done in the 
framework of the best balance 
between experience, rehabilitation, 
and management of resources that will 
enable them to cany out their mission 
both at home and on every other level. 

My government will continue its 
support of the Retired Servicemen’s 
Organisation to help expand its vital 
activities and diversify its basic ser- 
vices as a means to fulfil its economic 
and social objectives, and in recogni- 
tion for its members’ great and hon- 
ourable efforts in the service of their 
beloved country. 

Honourable Senators, 

Honourable Deputies, 

Peace was never but a strategic 
choice for us and for our brethren in 
the great Arab homeland. 

We, in Jordan, have wanted — and 
still want — a comprehensive and per- 
manent peace built on justice and 
based on international law and obliga- 
tions. 

In this context, peace is not just a 
Jordanian choice, but also the choice 


of all other parties. It is the choice of 
peoples as much as we hope itio be the 
choice of leaders. 

The peace process has faltered 
recently as a result of the Israeli gov- 
ernment's obstinacy and stubbornness. 
But we remain in firm belief that peo- 
ple’s determination in tbe choice of 
peace will finally overcome all the 
obstacles until the entire region enjoys 
its dream of progress and prosperity. 

We have provided the Palestinian 
Authority with all the brotherly and 
sincere support throughout different 
times and stages. 

We will continue to support our 
brothers, today and in the future, 
towards attaining the Palestinian peo- 
ple’s legitimate rights and establishing 
their independent state on their nation- 
al soil, with its capital in Jerusalem. 

We have maintained our eagerness, 
as we have always been, for continued 
coordination with our brothers in tbe 
Arab World, particularly with Egypt, 
in the service of the peace process on 
die Palestinian, Syrian and Lebanese 
tracks. 

Because cooperation and coordina- 
tion with tbe Arab brothers is a basic 
cornerstone of Jordanian thought and 
practice, I have exerted great efforts in 
that direction by means of direct meet- 
ings with Arab leaders and officials. 
This was complemented by activating 
agreements and joint committees, and 
by commitment to tbe various Arab 
decisions and resolutions. 

Tbe suffering of the brotherly Iraqi 
people has been a source of deep 
agony to us and to many people 
around the world. And from here, we 
stand with all our capabilities for the 
lifting of our people’s suffering within 
the framework of maintaining and pre- 
serving the national territorial integrity 
of that brotherly country. 

The Arab state of affairs at this 
moment of modem Arab history and 
beyond requires all the cooperation 
and understanding. 

This state of affairs lacks clarity and 
truthfulness, more than at any other 
time, and is not conducive to proper 
dealings and to building relations. It 
certainly, in tight of the true Arab 
interest, lacks a way out of the circle of 
slander and vilification, and the pat- 
terns of accusations and condemna- 
tions. It also lacks logic, wisdom and 
the means to build friendships as well 
las positive and fruitful relations. 

\ As for Israel, a distinction should be 
drawn between the position of the gov- 
ernment and the position of the people. 
We must stop serving the current 
Israeli position through our old and 
worn out ways and means. By that, we 
stand to win or lose. 

Our nation has had enough of the 
patterns of defamation and curses. It is 
time for some of its sons to grow up 
and fear God in the affairs of their peo- 
ple and the destiny of their nation, par- 
ticularly at this time, which is charac- 
terised by the establishment of unions, 
agreements, and groupings. 

Honourable Senators, 

Honourable Deputies, 

My government has followed up on 
the efforts in the economic and finan- 
cial spheres, completing the biggest 
part of legislation and basic arrange- 
ments, particularly those aimed at lib- 
erating the national economy from 
administrative constraints. 

It laid down a carefully studied pro- 
gramme for privatisation as well as 
joining the World Trade Organisation 
and the European partnership, and cre- 
ating an Arab free trade zone. 

The government continued its efforts 
in the areas of industrial development, 
increasing exports, and developing 
trade zones and major joint projects, as 
well as transforming Aqaba into an 
investment-attracting free trade zone. 

My government also continued to 
implement tbe economic adjustment 
programme, which helped raise 
growth levels and hard currency 
reserves, in addition to maintaining 
monetary stability. 

It continued to develop the social 
security package and create employ- 
ment opportunities for the Jordanian 
labour force both at home and in 
brotherly and friendly countries. 

The private sector has always had a 
leading role in building our country 
and serving our national economy. 
National capital has always been a 
source of pride in our dearest Jordan. 

Because of tbe constantly growing 
role of this important sector, the gov- 


ernment will do its utmost to boost that 
role in (he framework of full coopera- 
tion and joint effort. 

Furthermore, the government has 
accomplished intensive and well 
planned progress in restructuring pub- 
lic sector services like transport, 
telecommunications and energy with 
the aim of elevating its efficiency and 
developing its production. 

Honourable Senators, 

Honourable Deputies, 

The role of women today has 
become more important and crucial 
than at any other time. 

Tbe Jordanian woman has excelled 
in die field of education and succeeded 
in different professions and contribu- 
tions in the various organisations. 

Her support of official efforts to 
serve society and develop die country- 
side has become stronger. She also 
began to take part in the political life, 
becoming an important pillar of the 
democratic structure. 

This is why we must all pay serious 
attention to some of the dangerous 
phenomenon that remain a source of 
women’s suffering, and which — 
unfortunately — constitute an inhu- 
man violation of tbeir basic rights. 

The most serious and dangerous of 
those is tbe visible and hidden vio- 
lence, which was the focus of many 
international conferences. This does 
not befit our Arab and Islamic society: 
The society of solidarity. It is a fla- 
grant contradiction with our ongoing 
calls to preserve human dignity and all 
human limits. 

As for the children, and despite all 
laudable efforts, there remains a num- 
ber of negative, harmful and shameful 
practices that we must all confront 
with rigour and determination. 

The child is also another victim of 
various forms of violence whether at 
home or in society. In the former, be is 
victimised under tbe pretext of disci- 
pline and upbringing, and in the latter 
by vagrancy and exploitation. 

A quick look around us shows an 
increase in street-children either beg- 
ging or being used in various selling 
schemes. All this leads many of our 
own flesh and blood into the abyss of 
delinquency and the depth of poverty 
and vagrancy. 

Therefore, in cooperation with your 
esteemed assembly, my government 
will seek to fight off these dangers in 
an effort to raise our society to the lev- 
els of our ambitions. 

Honourable Senators, 

Honourable Deputies, 

My government worked to make the 
1998 budget reflect our future direc- 
tion towards economic and social 
development. 

The budget will place adequate 
emphasis on housing projects, devel- 
opment funds, and the various tourist 
projects as well as expanding rehabili- 
tation and training programmes and 
increasing investment incentives in the 
govemorates. 

The government, while laying down 
the 1988-2002 flve-Year Economic 
and Social Development Wan, with my 
support and the supervision of my 
brother Crown Prince AI Hassan, has 
taken into consideration the sound 
strategic management of resources as 
the basis of that plan and the emanat- 
ing programmes. 

In the plan, the government will give 
the govemorates distinctive develop- 
mental and economic dimensions, 
while health care and universal health 
insurance will figure as a main compo- 
nent. 

Honourable Senators, 

Honourable Deputies, 


The new twenty-first century is 
knocking on our doors. And if our 
journey through tbe recent decades of 
tbe twentieth century was filled with 
difficulties and challenges, they were 
also abundant with achievements and 
victories, praise be to the Almighty. 

Just as the human being was our 
main and only resource during that 
long and hard journey, he will always 
be that in the times ahead. He is our 
means to reach more success and 
glory. 

Our most important entry into the 
new century should be through our 
strong national unity, based on cooper- 
ation and brotherhood in the frame- 


work of a young and modern state, 
whose cornerstones are stable institu- 
tions, whose reference is the constitu- 
tion, the law and the national charter, 
and whose way is democracy, plural- 
ism, responsible freedom, and the 
security and dignity of man. 

It is the unity that seeks to build a 
modem and strong society that pre- 
serves its national character and Arab 
identity, and is eager to work and to 
react with the world with an open 
mind. 

Science and technology is another 
entry into the new century. The econo- 
my of the entire future is that of scien- 
tific and technological applications. 
Scientific and technological research 
is the propelling power towards 
achieving the highest degrees of excel- 
lence and performance. We must work 
to raise tbe level of research centres 
closer to those in tbe advanced coun- 
tries, with God’s help. 

Education and culture are also a 
means of entry into the next and other 
centuries. They are the perfect means 
to die perfect life of individuals and 
people. 

It is from here dial die need arises for 
a revision of the current educational 
and cultural programmes in a manner 
that befits a modern state. 

We have enough self-confidence, 
attachment to our roots, purity of cul- 
ture, and humanity in our national and 
religious values to protect us from 
blowing winds. 

Identity diminishes and disappears 
with isolation and seclusion. Personal- 
ity is reduced and deformed with 
depleted thoughts and a stagnant mind. 
Thus a stagnant culture rusts and is 
lost 

The bright image of Islam with its 
values, moderation, centrism, keen- 
ness for human dignity, and creation of 
the concept of Shura and dialogue will 
always be our source of pride. It is our 
means to convince the world that we, 
Arabs and Muslims, are far from 
fanaticism, that we love peace and 
prosperity, and that we are real part- 
ners in the making of human civilisa- 
tion. 

Honourable Senators, 

Honourable Deputies, 


Our most sincere call for advancing, 
boosting and protecting the concept of~ 
tbe state. The avenues and fields of 
governing are growing, increasing, 
developing and flourishing. They all 
form pan of the state’s existence and 
solid structures. 

This embraces in pride with tbe 
struggle and sacrifice of tbe people to 
give the state all the glory and to give 
our Jordanian human being — on this 
and every land — his self and national 
pride. 

One of our most important and 
sacred duties will be protecting tbe 
concept of tbe people from disintegra- 
tion and deterioration and rejecting all 
contradicting practices and behaviour- 
al patterns. 

The only geography which can gov- 
ern, control, and decide our direction 
is our national geography... the geogra- 
phy of the one nation, tbe one people, 
and the one state. 

Jordan is the homeland, its popula- 
tion is the people, and all the powers 
and elements of rule are the stale. 

Honourable Senators, 

Honourable Deputies, 


I congratulate you for the people’s 
confidence, and invite you to shoulder 
your responsibilities as representatives 
of the entire people and not of a spe- 
cific region; to be honourable national- 
ists, who keep their promise and fol- 
low the righteous path; and to consult 
your affairs among yourselves; to be 
committed to the Constitution, and 
respectful 6f the law and the charter. 

This way Jordan, with you and 
through you, can enter the new centu- 
ry with strength and confidence just as 
God Almighty wanted and just as we 
wish it to be. 

God Almighty said: “Work... for God 
will soon observe your work, and his 
Apostle and the believers." 

Sural al-Tawbah [105) 

Peace be upon you and God’s mercy 
and blessings. 


New laws to be introduced to House — King Masri convicted of killing children, sentenced to life 
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on the importance of partic- 
le®*® by all political parties and 
hit said their abince was a 
of the country’s respect 
* freedom of choice. 

As we aspired from the outset to 
see e vayone participate in the elec- 
^ we will always be keen for the 
fteedon ) of people to have their 
^ opinions so that the difference 
opinions remain a high-grade 
®rbrahhy enrichment of our 
life along with the plural- 
1813 garnishes democracy," the 


King said. One leftist deputy. Khalil 
Haddadin and two former IAF 
members, Abdullah Akaileh and 
Mohammad Azaideh. who went 
against their party’s boycott deci- 
sion, are present in this Paritament. 
Tbe final make-up oF Parliament 
shows the dominance of tribal lead- 
ers and centrist deputies. 

In reference to the criticism of the 
dominance of mbalists over the 
Lower House, the King paid high 
tribute to the smicmre of the family 
and the tribe and their positive 

effects on the society. 


•The family or the tribe in our 
country, as in every country, is one 
of the cells of society which make 
up the entire people. It main Dins 
society’s lofty ideals, protects its 
noble values, and moves hs beauti- 
ful ralitions and generous customs 
forward," the King said. ‘The fam- 
ily like Hie mbe in this precious 

homeland has always been a source 

of goodness and an aide of honour 

and pride. It has never been — may 

Ged forbid — a burden or a source 
of blemish, nor has it been a short- 
coming or a censure.” 


(Continued from page 1) 
as the tribunal, headed by Judge 
Mohammad Ajaimeh and 
including Judges Mifleh Mubei- 
din and lssa Hamdan, delivered 
the verdict, and asked his sisters 
present in the courtroom to take 
care of his parents. 

The court also convicted 
Masri of an earlier attempt to 
kill his wife and two children by 
opening a gas cylinder while the 
three slept in August 1996, and 
sentenced him to five years 


imprisonment term. 

Masri ’s mother Ftedal Hejazi 
collapsed in courtnpoo hearing 
her son’s conviction. 

In its 33-page ruling, the court 
dismissed the defence’s argu- 
ments that Masi was subject to 
duress and stated that it relied on 
the defendant’s “willing confes- 
sion to tbe authorities and his re- 
enactment of the murder. 

‘Tbe defence did not submit 
any evidence ro prove that his 
client was forced to confess. 


Instead, Masri confessed will- 
ingly in front of his wife, father, 
and investigators that he killed 
his children,” the court said 
Hie court also said it rejected 
tiic attorney's request to have his 
client undergo a mental health 
examination. “During the 
course of the trial, the tribunal 
did not notice any peculiar 
behaviour by the defendant, and 
the attorney did not submit any 
evidence to indkale that Masri 
suffers from any mental health 


problems," the court said 

However, in January Masri 
retracted ln$ previous confes- 
sions, claiming in court that all 
his statements woe fabricated 
to avoid psychological pressure 
exerted on him by the authori- 
ties. 

Masri said he decided to con- 
fess thai he killed his chUdrai 
“because the authorities threat- 
ened to question ray mother and 
wife instead of me, and they 
both suffer from health prob- 


lems.” 

The court papers stated that 
Masri had persistent quarrels 
with his wife following their 
1987 marriage and started 
encountering financial prob- 
lems after the birth of the first 
child 

Funhe; the prosecution has 

cited jealousy as another motive 
for the murder, since "his wife 
paid more attention to his dtij- 
drcn and they were more 
attached to their mother” 
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Economy 


Jordan Times, Sunday, November 30, 1997 


King: Sound strategic management 
of resources is basis of new 5-year 
plan and emanating programmes 


By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty King Hussein 
Saturday said that the government’s new 
five-year economic and social development 
plan aims at improving health care and pro- 
viding health insurance for all people. 

In his Speech from the Throne at the 
opening session of the 13th Parliament, the 
King said that the 1998-2002 economic 
plan will “give govemorates distinctive 
developmental and economic dimensions, 
while health care and universal health 
insurance will figure as the main compo- 
nents.” 

“The government, while laving the five- 
year economic and social development plan 
with my support and the supervision of my 
brother Crown Prince A1 Hass an. has taken 
into consideration the sound strategic man- 
agement of resources as the basis of that 
plan and the emanating programmes,” he 
said. 

“My government worked to make the 
1998 budget reflect our future direction 
towards economic and social develop- 
ment.” the King said. 

Jordan announced a JD2 billion draft 
budget for 1998 fiscal year, an increase of 
5.7 per cent from last year. 

The JDf .987 billion budget, with a deficit 
of JD37 million, will be submitted to the 
Lower House of Parliament for discussion 
and endorsement in December. 

“The budget will place adequate empha- 
sis on housing projects, development funds, 
and the various touristic projects as well as 
expanding rehabilitation and training pro- 


grammes and increasing investment incen- 
tives in the govemorates." the King said. 

Jordan, under supervision of the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund, stoned an economic 
adjustment programme since 1989 aimed 
at reforming the economy. The King said 
that while the government “laid down a 
carefully studied programme for privatisa- 
tion as well as joining the World Trade 
Organisation and the European partnership 
and creating an Arab free trade zone. ..it 
continues to implement the economic 
adjustment programme which helped raise 
growth levels and hand currency reserves in 
addition to maintaining monetary stability.” 

The King stressed the government is 
exerting continuous efforts in the areas of 
industrial development, increasing exports, 
developing trade zones and major joint pro- 
jects |as well as transforming Aqaba into an 
investment-attracting free trade zone. 

He underlined the importance of the pri- 
vate sector and “its leading role in building 
our country and serving our national econ- 
omy.) National capital has always been a 
sourde of pride in our dearest Joixlan." 

“Because of the constantly growing role 
of this important sector, the government 
will do its utmost to boost that role in the 
framework of full cooperation and joint 
effort,” he added. “Furthermore, the gov- 
ernment has accomplished intensive and 
well-planned progress in restructuring pub- 
lic sector services like transport, telecom- 
munications and energy with the aim of 
elevating its efficiency and developing its 
production.” 


Maltese business delegation explores 
means to develop relatibns with Jordan 


AMMAN iPecra) — A 40- 
member business delegation 
from Malta Saturday met the 
chairman and board members of 
the Amman Chamber of Com- 
merce (A CO to discuss trade 
and economic relations with 
Jordan. 

The head of the Maltese dele- 
gation. Dennis Villa, said the 
delegation's visit to Jordan 
offers the team a good 
opportunity to establish work- 


ing relationship between Mal- 
tese and Jordanian privale sector 
businesses. I 

“The visit by the delegation, 
which groups exporters and 
importers as well as industrial- 
ists, aims at developing eco- 
nomic relations and exploring 
opportunities tor launching joint 
ventures with Jordanian busi- 
nessmen,” said Mr. Villa 
He noted that the prime minis- 
ter of Malta will pay a visit to 


A Furnished Apartment In Western 
Shmeisani For Rent 

Area: 220sq.m. , second floor apartment. Consists of 
three bedrooms, two bathrooms, guest room, spacious 
living room, veranda, independent central heating, 
telephone, maid's room, modem equipped kitchen and 
luxurious furniture. 

Please call Tel.: 665711, Fax 664256 

Air France 

Holds Annual Reception 

AIR FRANCE held its annual reception of Beaujolaisj 
Nouveau 97. at Forte Grand Amman / Le Meridiert on 
25th November 97. Air France in cooperation with Forte 
Grand Amman / Le Meridien and the French Embassy in 
Amman hosted this reception in honour of its frequent 
flyers, customers, its top agents and French companies in 
Jordan. 


Jordan early next year during 
which he will sign a number of 
agreements on preventing dual 
taxation, protecting investments 
and other economic-related 
deals. He indicated that his 
country exports around S17 bil- 
lion worth of products each year 
despite its small geographic size 
adding that Jordan can serve as 
a conduit for transporting 
Malta’s products to the neigh- 
bouring Arab states. 

ACC Chairman Haidar 
Murad told the Maltese delega- 
tion that Jordan is keen on pur- 
suing free trade and attracting 
investments, noting that the 
Kingdom’s private sector has 
been given major roles in the 
national economy. 

According to Mr. Murad, Jor- 
dan’s annual exports to the 
Malta amount to around 
5266,000 while Jordan’s 
imports from Malta are worth 
$305,000. 

He outlined Jordan’s laws and 
regulations which give incen- 
tives to the investors noting that 
Jordan's association agreement 
with the European Union will 
offer Jordan a greater role in 
trade and will enable it to incor- 
porate its economy with that of 
the world markets. 


Investors 
target bank 
shares 
at AFM 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Turnover at the 
Amman Financial Market 
increased last week by 8.9 per 

cent compared with the previ- 
ous week figures although no 
significant contracts were 
recorded, the weekly bulletin 
showed Saturday. 

The bulletin said the week- 
ly turnover amounted to 
JD6.1 million, covered by 
22304 contracts, compared 
with JD5.6 million a week 
ago. 

Naim Naqeeb, a broker at 
the stock market, said that 
AFM activities concentrated 
mainly on the banking sector 
as the turnover amounted to 
JD2.8 million followed by the 
industrial sector with JD2.5 
million. The services sector 
took JD670,000 of the trading 
and the insurance sector's 
share was only JD 1 1.000. 

“This was due to the banks’ 
expected move to raise their 
capital in line with the Cen- 
tral Bank of Jordan lCBJ| 
instructions.” Mr. Naqeeb 
said. 

The broker was referring to 
the CBJ decision to raise the 
capital of local banks to a 
minimum of JD20 million by 
the end of this year. 

Mr. Naqeeb told the Jordan 
Tunes that purchases of 
banks' shares focused on the 
Arab Bank, Housing Bank, 
Industrial Development Bank 
and the Jordan National 
Bank. 

He said that “some of the 
banks have transferred their 
portfolios by selling their 
shares then repurchasing 
them to make the share price 
equal to the market price.” 

Mr. Naqeeb indicated that 
among the shares of industri- 
als that changed hands last 
week were the potash, phos- 
phate and cement companies. 

He indicated that most 
share purchases was by local 
investors adding that foreign 
investors’ involvement in the 
AFM has declined in the past 
few weeks. 

‘This decline was due to 
the recent setbacks in the 
world bourses. The investors 
now want to explore their 
way before they put their feet 
and see which firms are more 
profitable for them," said Mr. 
Naqeeb. 

"Despite this, the prices of 
Jor dani an shares are very 
low, compared with other 
markets. This is an attractive 
element to the foreign 
investors to buy shares in Jor- 
dan," he said. 


OPEC heeds Saudis, 
lifts oil output cap 


JAKARTA (R) — Saudi 
Arabia reasserted its 
dominance over fellow 
OPEC producers on Sat- 
urday, securing the 
group’s first major 
increase in output limits 
in four years. 

The Organisation of 
the Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) 
agreed to a hefty 2.5 
million barrel a day 
(bpd) increase that 
boosted its collective 
output ceiling by 10 per 
cent to 27.5 million bpd. 

Endemic quota viola- 
tions are likely to mean 
much higher flows. 

Oil experts’ initial 
reaction was that crude 
prices could fall at the 
reopening on Monday of 
the futures trading pits 
that arbitrate what the 
world pays for energy. 

Saudi Arabia and the 
Arab Gulf countries 
which form the core of 
OPEC expressed delight 
at the deal, which they 
hope will restore some 
credibility to OPEC’s 
tarnished' reputation on 
world oil markets. 

“We are happy,” 
Kuwaiti Oil Minister 
Issa A! Mazidi said as he 
strode through a marble- 
lined luxury Jakarta 
hotel. “We have been 
waiting for this for some 
rime.” 

“This is an excellent 
agreement because peo- 
ple doubted OPEC could 
act and thought it was no 
longer influential in the 
market because of the 
gap between its ceiling 
and actual production, 
said a Gulf source famil- 
iar with Saudi policy. 

Saudi Arabia’s new 
quota of 8.76 million 
bpd, from a long stand- 
ing eight million, is its 
highest for more than 15 
years and means it will 
boost its big petrodollar 
revenues next year if oil 
prices escape damage. 

Riyadh had argued that 
it was time OPEC gave 
it a mandate to take a 
bigger share of acceler- 
ating world demand for 
oil. Gulf OPEC nations 
had grown tired of 
shouldering the burden 
of supply restraint while 
other OPEC members 
opted for a policy of 
maximum output, ignor- 
ing quotas. 

The deal is expected to 
provide the base for fur- 
ther fluctuations in 
OPEC output limits to 
match changing patterns 
of world oil consump- 
tion. 

Traditional price hawk 


Iran, which earlier had 
held out for a much 
lower ceiling, put a 
brave face on Saturday’s 
pact. 

“The ceiling is well 
below the call on OPEC 
oil if members adhere 
(to quotas),” an Iranian 
delegate said. 

Libyan Oil Minister 
Abdalla A1 Badri took a 
stronger line, warning 
prices could “fall one 
dollar over the next two 
weeks.” 

Analysts in major 
Western markets agreed 
that the big output 
increase could scare 
skittish markets into a 
slide. 

“On balance this may 
lead to lower prices, if 
the Iraqi oil-for-food 
deal is rolled over 
smoothly,” said London- 
based Dresdner Klein- 
woit Benson research 
director Mehdi Varzi. 

“I think the reaction 
will be thumbs down,” 
said Nauman Barakat of 
Prudential Securities in 
New York.. “I don’t 
think the fact OPEC 
quotas are now closer to 
actual production will 
impress the markets — 
traders won’t buy that” 

Nevertheless. Saudi 
Arabia expected oil mar- 
kets would easily soak 
up extra group oil, 
allowing prices for 
Brent crude next year to 
average a robust $20 a 
barrel. Brent is now 
around $19. 

“We will produce 
according to our quota 
and the market will take 
it easily,” said a Gulf 
source familiar with 
Saudi thinking. 

The new limit set by 
the 1 1 countries from 
Africa, Asia, Latin 
America and the Middle 
East at year-end talks in 
Indonesia brings OPEC 
output in line with actu- 
al group supplies is com- 
pares with its previous 
widely-ignored 25.033 
million bpd cap. 

Quota busring brought 
OPEC's actual output in 
October to more than 
27. S million bpd, 
according to 

independent monitors. 

Analysts pointed out 
that thanks to quota 
busting markets could 
probably expect an actu- 
al increase of perhaps 
500,000 bpd to 600,000 
bpd in world supply. 

Probable OPEC output 
next year would rise 
toward 28.5 million bpd, 
they said. 


THE Daily Crossword 


Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 

1 Lingerie 
purchases 

5 Surprise attacks 

10 Fascinated by 

14 Younger 
Saarinen 

15 Lowest deck on 
a ship 

16 Wire spiral 

17 OkHime cinema 
canine 

18 Inherent 

20 Dustin Hoffman 
film 

22 Doubleday and 
others 

23 Inherent 

26 Draft letters 

27 Eye lasciviously 

28 Apollo- Saturn 
vehicle 

31 Tex-Mex order 

34 Noxious weeds 

35 Stolen diamonds 

36 The Battle of 
Eylau* painter 

37 Hooked with a 
horn 

36 WiktebeesJs by 
another name 

39 End ot cash? 

40 Jazz pianist 
Jankowski 

41 Epic tales 

42 Air circulation 
device 

43 Writer Wiesel 

44 Pigpen 

45 Inherent 

51 Join the party 

53 Before 

54 Inherent 

57 Rival rival 

58 Wrath of the 
Romans 

59 Fashionable 
shape 

60 Not quick 

61 Michael, the 
actor 

62 Raymond, the 
goffer 

63 Perry's penner 

DOWN 

1 Male growth 

2 Repeal oneself 

3 Btg-band 
musician Shaw 

4 S.Q-B.S 


TMSPuatwOaoLcpm 

P Iz P - F WK 7 ' F F Is 15 — ~li |i I ITT I 


By Gayle Watere-Dean 

Bryson City, NC 

5 Mountain ashes 

6 we all? 

7 Unkmfy 

8$ 

9 Took up excess 
room 

10 Image: Pref. 

11 Impossible to say 

12 Level of a 
stadium 

13 Early automobile 
maker 

1 9 Orchestral 
instruments 

21 Wide shot 

24 Get raspler 

25 White heron 

29 S. Amer. nation l( 

30 D sorder a 

31 Wage-slave's 

refrain : 

32 Square measure 

33 Alternative to * 

biscuits » 

34 Japanese 

gateway * 

37 Thin, foil -f 

decoration 1 


HQBEE3QE 0QQ0D| 
0E1QBHH0 Q00 □□□ 

□□□deheedeq nag 

000 EDHQE3E DUD 
HGHMBHEQ SEE! 

q n0 me Has araag 
DBBDEB QBQE1D0 I 
El E H □□OH OESKSOQElEl 
EEQQEE BEODOjJ 
□BBS QBE SEHBEj 
□BQ □□DnDOEE ■ 
DED DEEDED EOg 
□□□ EEDOEDDEDO0 

□an ono oncEoag 

HOB DOE OBQDOE30 


ICJ1997 TiMnlMBSawnlic 
MiveianM 


38 Dashing young 
man, once 

40 Parts ot teet 

41 Gang hanger- 
on? 

44 Out of the sun 

46 Lassoed 

47 Minuscule 


48 Wefl worker 

49 Highest country 
in the wortd 

50 Wear away 

51 Correct copy 

52 Franco, the actor 

55 Completely 

56 Yucatan unde 




HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY. NOVEMBER 30.1997 ; 


By Linda C. Black. Tribune Media Services. Inc, j 


ARIES 

(March 21 to April 19) This is one of your best opportu- 
nities this year to get away. There's a surprise awaiting 
you out there. You’ll have ihe chance to try something 
new. Keep your wits about you. Don’t do anything that’s 
going to get you into real trouble. That's especially true 
later on tonight. 

TAURUS 

(April 20 to May 20) Money is the major theme. Make 
sure you’ve got enough- then hit the stores hard. If 
you’re sharp, you'll get some fabulous deals. You may 
get something practically free. Have you got plans made 
for a winter vacation? If not, give that some thought this 
evening. 

GEMINI 

(May 21 to June 21) This could be an interesting day. 
Someone’s going to be playing with your mind. You’re 
pretty good at this yourself, but you may get outma- 
noeuvred. Every once in a while, you find someone with 
better stories to tell than you have. Just relax and enjoy. 
CANCER 

(June 22 to July 21) You might be asked to instigate 
changes at work. You’re the perfect arbitrator, because 
you can put employees’ complaints into words. You 
understand the other side's position, too. Give it some 
thought and you might come up with a plan that will 
solve everything. 

LEO 

(July 22 to August 21) This is an excellent day for love, 
games and relationships with children. You want to play 
with everybody. Well most of them want to play with 
you, too. Don’t forget to get home in time to get some- 
thing ironed for work tomorrow. It won’t take long to do 
the most important chores. 

VIRGO 

(August 22 to September 22) Tonight you and your 
sweetheart will want to discuss interesting things you've 
done. When you get to the mistakes you've made, take 
notes. You don’t want to do that again. Doa’t spend too 
much on something for the home. Just remember not to 
buy things you don't need 

LIBRA 

(September 23 to October 22) You are brilliant. You’re 
coming up with interesting ideas and the conversation 
never seems to lag. You and your sweetheart may dis- 
agree, but after today is through you’ll sure understand 
each other better. Don’t be afraid to speak your mind 
This is a great opportunity. 

SCORPIO 

(October 23 to November 21 ) The wealth chat comes your 
way is going out just as fast The problem is, you already 
owe it to somebody else. It’ll go in one hand and out the 
other. Oh well don’t worry about it. Go with the flow. 
Take what you can get, and pray for profit. 

SAGITTARIUS 

(November 22 to December 21) You are a dynamo of 
energy, and very attractive. You’re also getting better 
with business. For the next few weeks, you’ll be spurred 
to make more purchasing decisions. Not to worry. If you 
take your time, you’ll make some excellent choices. 
CAPRICORN 

(December 22 to January 20) There are lots of secrets 
being revealed this weekend If you've been wondering 
about something, just ask. If you have secrets of your 
own, make sure to clean their little faces, so they can go 
out in front of company. Not to worry. You're strong 
enough for whatever happens. 

AQUARIUS 

(January 21 to February 19). Your friends are very good 
for you, and they're everywhere. You're so popular, it’ll 
be hard to honour every invitation you’ve gotten. So 
many parties, so little time. Well, you'll just have to pick 
the ones you think will be the most fun and hit those 
first. 

PISCES 

(February 20 to March 20) You’re getting smarter. So 
you'll be able to tell when a suggestion is not going to 
work. You don’t have to say anything, you don’t have to 
do it, either. No need to be a robot. Listen politely, then 
use your own best judgement 

Birtbstone of November: Topaz — Tiger’s Eye 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



“Eight months ago you offered a penny 
for my thoughts and never paid up. 
I’m just figuring the interest” 


WIWIMISE 


Unscramble these lour Jumbtes, 
one tetter to each square, to term 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD 
8 by HMiri Arnold and Mika ArgUfor 




Answer hero :1 


THE LANYER PIPNT 
W1T TO PO THIS 
PURINA THE TRIAL. 


Now arrange the circled tenet* fa 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answer# tomorrow; 


I irvwwv iw HJitmrrow 

Jumbles: PRIZE PAYEE SMOKER -HAGGLE 
Answer What me fired passengers turned the coach 
car kito - A SLEEPER 
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Business & Finance 


Jordan Times, Sunday, November 30, 1997 


Daily 



A review of news from the Arabic Press 

k_ 


South Africans seek 
investment ventures with 
Jordanian businessmen 

** THE EMBASSY of South Africa in Jordan is cur- 
rently taking the initiative to promote the country eco- 
nomically and commercially in the Middle East in addi- 
tion to consolidating trade with Jordan. According to 
Ambassador H.B. de Bruyn, the embassy has many 
inquiries and requests from South African businessmen 
and investors about the opportunities and possibilities 
of investing in Jordan in ail sectors especially those in 
the fields of industry, trade and technology exchange. 

The ambassador said his country is eyeing the possi- 
bility of using the port of Aqaba as a reexport point to 
neighbouring countries in the Middle East. He men- 
tioned that the Jordanian Businessmen Association is 
currently organising a delegation to visit South Africa 
after the Holy Month of Ramadan. “The delegation will 
comprise various sectors, especially the industrial one. 
with the aim of discussing investment and industrial 
opportunities/' Mr. De Bruyn indicated. 

Mr. Bruyn admitted that the trade balance is in favour 
of South Africa at present but he said: "We are current- 
ly working to overcome that as there are many promis- 
ing opportunities to set up joint investments especially 
as the South African industries are highly advanced. He 
added that South Africa supplies Jordan with steel and 
iron which are reexported to neighbouring countries 
(AlAswaqJ. 

Public Transport 
Corporation to be closed 
down in 1999 due to losses 


** THE PUBLIC Transport Corporation (PTC) has 
become a losing entity costing the state JD 100,000 a 
month. Transport Minister Bassam Saket has said. Not- 
ing that the corporation does not transport more than six 
per cent of those who use public transport, the minister 
indicated that by closing down the PTC. the treasury 
will be saving more than JD 100,000 a month in addition 
to easing traffic congestion and contributing to a clean- 
er environment. 

“TTie government has taken a decision to stop PTC 
operations from March 1. 1999 and substitute rhe cor- 
poration by two new companies that would have unified 
specifications and would give due consideration to time 
and environment aspects.” Dr. Saket said. He added 
that there will be a restructuring of the routes and an 
opening of new lines in order to make the renovation of 
buses a successful process. 

The companies should start operating from April 1. 
1999. (A1 Dustour). 


Analysis weighs strength, performance of banks 


By Samir Ghawi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — - According to an analysis of the achievements 
of the banks in Jordan during 1996, the Cairo Amman Bank 
and ANZ Grind lay s recorded the highest growth in assets 
and deposits while the Arab Bank and the Housing Bank 
remained at the top of the list in terms of the size of assets 
and deposits. 

The analysis, the 14th in a series of annual researches 
conducted by Mufleh Aqel. a prominent banker and finan- 
cial analyst, covers Lhe ycarend results of 18 Jordanian and 
foreign banks operating in the Kingdom. 

At the end of last year, the totaf assets of the 18 banks 
amounted to JD7.361.9 million of which the share of the 
Arab Bank and the Housine Bank was JD2J11.4 million 
(36.8 per cent) and JD 1. 124.1 million (15.3 per cent) 
respectively. 

Ranking in third, fourth and fifth place were the Jordan 
Islamic Bank, the Cairo Amman Bank and the Bank of Jor- 
dan with assets totalling JD618.7 million (8.4 per cent), 
JD48I.1 million (6.5 per cent) and JD429 million (5.8 per 
cent) respectively. 

The Cairo Amman Bank recorded the highest rate of 
growth as it boosted total assets by 15.3 percent followed 
by ANZ Grindlays which registered a growth rate of 14.9 
per cent. ANZ Grindlays posted JD204 million in total 
assets and ranked in ninth place among the 1 8 banks. 

High growth rates were also achieved by the Bank of Jor- 
dan. the Jordan Kuwait Bank and the BritishBank as their 
assets were raised by 13.8 per cent, 11.8 per cent and 11.3 
per cent respectively. These banks, in addition to the Jordan 
Investment and Finance Bank and the others mentioned 
earlier formed the first ten banks in terms of the size of 
assets. 

The Cairo Amman Bank and ANZ Grindlays also record- 
ed Lhe highest growth rates in deposits as they were boost- 
ed by 17.5 per cent and 14.2 per cent respectively. Other 
banks registering high growth in deposits were the Jordan 
Kuwait Bank (14.1 per cent) and the BritishBank and the 
Jordan Investment and Finance Bank, both achieving a 10.2 
per cent rise. 

However, the Arab Bank, the Housing Bank and the Jor- 
dan Islamic Bank remained in hold of the top three ranks in 
terms of the size of deposits. 

Out of the JD6. 158.6 million in total deposits, the share 
of the Arab Bank was JD2.373.8 million (38.5 per cent) fol- 
lowed by the Housing Bank with a JD909.2 million 1 14.8 
per cent) share and the Jordan Islamic Bank at JD524.6 mil- 
lion (8.5 per cent). 

The high growth rate posted by the Cairo Amman took 
the bank into fourth place with deposits totalling JD417 
million. The total of ANZ Grindlays was JD 184.7 million 
placing it in eighth place. 

The fifth, sixth and seventh places were taken by the 
Bank of Jordan (JD273.9 million), the Jordan Kuwait Bank 
(JD234.2 million) and the BritishBank (JD 188.4 million). 

Measured by the volume of equity, the top three ranks 
were taken by the same three giants, namely the Arab Bank 
(JD94.7 million), the Housing Bank (JD77.7 million) and 
the Jordan Islamic Bank (JD43.S million). 

In fourth place, the Arab Jordan Investment Bank had a 
JD25J million total equity and was followed by the Cairo 
Amman Bank (JD25 million) and the Bank of Jordan 
(JD24.2 million). 

Below the 10 million mark, the Middle East Investment 
Bank and the Philadelphia Investment Bank were listed 
with JD9.4 million and JD5.7 million respectively. The Jor- 


dan Gulf Bank was at the end of the list with a JD30.2 mil- 
lion negative equity. 

The total equity of the 18 banks amounted to JD42G.1 
million, the analysis showed. 

The analysis measured the equity to deposits and, as such, 
the Exports and Finance Bank topped the list with 76,7 per 
cenL The banks which followed recorded much lower rates 
as the Middle East Investment Bank, the Arab Jordan 
Investment Bank and the Union for Saving and Investment 
measured 18.6 per cent, 14.3 per cent aruJ 13.8 per cent 
respectively. 

Noting that the general average of the equity to deposits 
percentage was 6.8 per cent, the Arab Bank scored 4.0 per 
cent and the Cairo Amman Bank measured 6.0 per cent. 
Closer to the average was ANZ Grindlays which, in 15th 
place, stood at 6.7 per cent. 

The Jordan Gulf Bank trailed with a negative 20. S per 
cent ratio. 

Mr. Aqal calculated the percentage of credits to total 
deposits and ranked the Arab Bank, the Union Bank for 
Saving and Investment and Citibank at the top of the list 
with 34.9 per cent. 37.7 per cent and 38.6 per cent respec- 
tively. 

The genera] average was 50.2 per cent although the ratio 
was as high as 8025 per cent for the Exports and Finance 
and 195 per cent for the Middle East Investment Bank. 

Other high ratios were posted by the Jordan Gulf Bank 
(74.1 per cent), the Housing Bank (71.0 per cent) and the 
Arab Land Bank (70.4 per cent). 

Close to the average was the Jordan Invesunent and 
Finance Bank (49.0 per cent) and the Jordan Kuwait Bank 
(56.4 per cent). 

ANZ Grindlays at 45.2 per cent and the BritishBank al 

60.0 per cent were not far from the average. 

The Arab Bank stayed at the top in terms of pretax protli 
which amounted to JD42.5 million. The Housing Bank 
retained second place with JD10.4 million. 

In 1995, the Jordan Islamic Bank ranked third but last 
year was pushed to fourth place by the BritishBank which 
recorded a JD6 million pretax profit. The Jordan Islamic 
Bank generated JD5.6 million and was followed by the 
Cairo Amman Bank (JD4.3 million). 

Seven banks had their profits range between JD3.3 mil- 
lion and JD1.2 million leaving the Middle East Investment 
Bank, the Arab Land Bank and the Exports and Finance 
Bank with a combined JD1.8 million pretax profit. 

Losses were incurred by the Union Bank for Saving and 
Investment tJD0.8 million) and the Philadelphia Invest- 
ment Bank (JD1.S million. 

According to the analysis, die total pretax profit for all lhe 
banks amounted to JDS 6. 2 million. 

When the average return in relation to the shareholders' 
equity was calculated the .Arab Bank came on top at 47.0 
per cent and was followed by the BritishBank (43.3 per 
cent) and ANZ Grindlays (28.9 per cent). 

The Cairo Amman Bank and the Bank of Jordan came in 
third and fourth as the average return to equity was 18.5 per 
cent and 17.6 per cent respectively. 

Below the 10 per cent level, the Middle East Investment 
Bank, the Jordan Kuwait Bank, the Arab Land Bank and 
the Exports and Finance Bank were in the low range. 

Ranking the banks in terms of the average remm^to paid- 
up capital, the figures were 96.6 per cent for the Arab Bank. 

80.0 per cent for the BritishBank. 45.5 per cent for the 
Cairo Amman Bank, 43.0 per cent for the Housing Bank. 
41 .6 per cent for the Jordan Islamic Bank and 3S.4 per cent 
for the Bank of Jordan. 

Measuring the average return to assets, the BritishBank 
scored the highest 2.9 per cent mark. In second place was 
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Major Cu rrencies & 
OEM 1 


US DoUar 
DE Mark 
GB Sterling 
CH Franc 
JP Yen 
CA Dollar 
IT Lira 
NL Guilder 
■ FR Franc 


0.5668 

1.6890 2-9800 

0.7016 123.70 

0.0078 1.3822 

0.7017 1.2389 


0.5045 
0.1693 I 0.2987 


. CHF. 

JPY 

1.4254 

127.60 

0.8078 

72.30 

2.3998 

215.29 

- 

89.48 

1.1166 

- 

1.0007 

1.12 


1355.38 

71.91 

64,33 

24.1307 

21.58 


Prices as at 


29/11/97 19:12 
AUG FRF~ 
1.9820 5.9050 

1.1233 3J464 

3.3476 9-9735 

139.39 4.1398 


1.1164 



Middle Eastern Currencies 


US Dollar 


0.7085 

3.7605 

0.3770 

3.6400 

0.3037 


1524.00 

3.3930 

Jordan Dinar 

1.4114 

- 

6.2936 

0.6321 

5.1376 

0.4287 

6.1841 

2151.02 

4.7890 

Saudi Riyal 

0.2666 

0.1889 

- 

0.1005 

0.97 

0.0810 

0.98 

406.35 

0.9047 

Bahrain Dinar 

2.65 

1.8794 

9.9485 

. 

9.66 

0.8056 

9.74 

4042.55 

9.0002 

Qatar Dinar 

0.2747 

0.1846 

1.0304 

1.0304 

- 

0.0834 

1.01 

418.68 

0.9321 

Kuwait Dinar 

3.2977 

2.3329 

12.3494 

1.2413 

11.99 

- 

12.09 

5018.11 

0.9321 

Emirates Knar 

0.2723 

0.1929 

1.0211 

0.1026 

0.9910 

0.0827 

- 

41493 

0.9238 

Lebanese/1 000 
Egyptian 

0.66 

0.2947 

0.4649 

0.2088 

2.4610 

1.1054 

0.2474 

0.1111 

2.3885 

1.0728 


2.4100 

1.0825 

a 

449.16 

29264 



* JOD Cross Rates 


.yCrarency 



0.708 

1.1942 

0.4011 

0.4969 

0.1198 

0.710 

19002 

0.4031 

0.4984 

0.1204 

Banks) 

fjord 

an. 


Mid-East Currencies 





0.2666 0.4706 0.16786 0.38033 34.0366 

0.2723 0^8058 0.1612 0.38836 34.7548 

3.2927 6.81058 1.9497 4.69704 420.346 

0.3770 4.68165 1.5706 3.783S8 338.639 

1.9304 3.406 1.1426 2.7516 246.319 


PAST 12 MONTHS COMPANY 1 S NAME 
HIGH LOW 


346.000 249.000 ARAB BANK 

2.340 1.680 JO«. NATIONAL BK. 

3.600 1.900 BANX OF JORDAN 

1.190 .090 MID. EAST INV.BK. 

2.6BO 2.150 INDUSTRIAL DEV. BK. 

5.200 4.600 THE HOUSING BK. 

4 .100 1.850 JOR.XT»IAXT BANK 

1.050 .740 JOR.GULF BANK 

4.190 3.450 ARAB JOR. INV.BK. 

4.050 2.900 JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

1.530 1.110 UNION BK.SAV.XKV. 

1.900 .870 BEIT.AL-KAL ( BEITKA) 

5.150 3.370 ARAB BANKING OO. 


NO. NO. OF 
OF SHARES 
TRANS. 


BANX SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 237.79 XCHG: +0.22 


JORDAN INSURANCE 
ARAB LIFE IK50R. 


INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 115.15 XCBG: -0.27 


JOR. ELECTRIC PVR. 
JORDAN INTL. TRAD. 
AD-DUSTOUR 
MID. EAST HOTELS 
ARAB 1NTL.2W.EDUC. 


SERVICE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 10B .81 ZCBG: -*0.24 


1.050 
4.450 

7.050 
11.160 

7.000 
3.260 
4.700 
.690 
1.230 
1.200 
.920 
.890 
1.670 
1.880 
1.410 
1.620 
1.070 
2-090 
1 . 330 
.840 


ATTHNQEEB 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

JOR. PETROL. REFIHARY 
JORDAN TANNING 
INDUSTRIAL COMM. AG R. 
ARAB PHAHH. KANT. 
LIVESTOCK 6 POULTRY 
ARAB PAPER CCHV.TRD. 
1NTERKED . PETRO. CHKH. 
JOR. ROCKWOOL XNDS. 
JOR. SULPHO-CHEM 
ARAB PHARM.CHKH. 
UNXV. MOON. XNDS. 

JOR . XNDS . RESOURCES 
NATL. CHLORINE 
JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

Ct. -ZAY. K£JJ>Y WEAR 

ji.71 • rOBA'-'CO 
MID. EAST COMPLEX 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS 


GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 116.51 >CHGi -0.48 


INDEX: 171.25 XCUGl -0.03 


the Exports and Finance Bank 1 2.3 per cent) followed by 
ANZ Grindlays 1 1.7 per cent) and the Arab Bank ( 1.6 per 

eeim. ’ t , 

The lowest figures were posted by the Arab Land Bank 
t0.5 per cent) and the Jordan Kuwait Bank (0.6 per cent) 
with the remaining ten banks ranging between 1 .3 per cent 
(Jordan Investment and Finance Bank and the Middle East 
Investment Bank) and 0.9 per cent (die Housing Bank and 
(he Jordan Islamic Bank). 

In terms of efficiency, (he analysis showed the following 
ranking and the amount spent for every JDI ,000 ot income. 

I I Jordan Investment Bank and Finance Bunk JDS 15 

2) BritishBank JD833 

3 ) Arab Bunk JD 1 ,024 

4) ANZ Grindlays JDI. 485 

5l CiiiBank JDI, 833 

6) Arab Banking Ccwporation (Jordan) JD2.04S 

7 ) Arab Jordan Investment Bank JD2.15S 

Sl Jordan Islamic Bank JD2.554 

4 1 Cairo .Amman Bunk JD3.000 

10) Export and Finance Bank JD3.000 

I I I Housing Bank , JD3.337 

12) Middle East Investment Bank JD3.375 

I3l Bank ot Jordan JD3.650 

14) Jordan Gulf Bank JD4.933 

15) Jordan Kuwait Bank JD6.667 

I b). Arab Land Bank JD8.57I 

The analyst provided another table, shown below, by cal- 
culating the net pretax profit per eaeh employee. 

1 ) BritishBank JD30.457 

2) Jordan Investment and Finance Bank JD26.47 1 

3) Citibank JDI 9,355 

4 1 . Arab Bonk JDI 8.965 

5) ANZ Grindlays JDI 5.789 

6) Exports and Finance Bank JDI 0,7 14 

7 1 Arab Banking Corporation (Jordan) JD7.527 

S) Arab Jordan Investment Bank JD6.5Q7 

9 1 Cairo Amman Bank JD5.422 

10) Jordan Islamic Bank JD4.694 

1 1 ) Housing Bank JD4.330 

12) Middle East Investment Bank JD3.556 

13 ) Bank of Jordan JD3.24I 

14) Jordan Gulf Bank JD2.400 

15) Jordan Kuwait Bank JD2.351 

16) Arab Land Bank JD1.609 

17) Union Bank for Saving and Investment JD2.299 

IS) Philadelphia Investment Bank JDI 7,476 

The last table included in the analysis showed the rank- 
ings in terms of average assets per employee. Heading the 
list was the Jordan Investment and Finance Bank with 
JD2.00S and was followed by CiiiBank (JDI. 652) and the 
Arab Bank (JDI ,171 ). The BritishBank. at JDI. 035. was in 
fourth place. 

Most of the banks were in the JD450 to JD550 range with 
the exception of the ANZ Grindlays which posted JD9I3 
and the Arab Banking Corporation which registered JD624. 

The banks in the" lowest category were: The Jordan 
Kuwait Bank (JD409), the Bank of Jordan (JD327), the 
Arab Land Bank (JD295), the Jordan Gulf Bank (JD2SI > 
and the Middle East Investment Bank (JD272). 

Mr. Aqel concluded by pointing but that the Arab Bank 
distributed dividends at the rate of 40 per cent and tiiaf the 
other three banks that distributed dividends for 1996 were: 
The Bank of Jordan (29 per cent), the Housing Bank (20 
percent) and the Jordan Islamic Bank (12 per cent). 

Two U.S. 
banks merge 

PHILADELPHIA, Pennsylva- 
nia (AFP) — Firsl Union and 
Cores! ates have announced a 
record-breaking merger lhai 
creates the United States’ sixth- 
largcst bank with combined 
assets of nearly $200 billion. 

“This merger will create the 
premier banking organisation 
on the East Coast, said Edward 
Crutchfield, chairman and chief 
executive officer of First Union 
Corp, in a statement. 

Company officials said the 
new company will boast a 
client base of some 16 million 
people and 2.766 offices, com- 
prising a banking powerhouse 
along the U.S. East Coast. 

“Our combined organisation 
will enable us ro leverage our 
expertise, products and cus- 
tomer relationships in a power- 
ful new way. Together, we will 
be unbeatable," said Terrence 
Larsen, chairman and chief 
executive officer of Core states. 

The S16.6 billion thar First 
Union will pay to acquire 
Corestates is the highest price 
ever paid for a bank in the Unit- 
ed Stales, financial unayltfs 
said. The previous record price 
was set last August when 
NationsBank bought Barnett 
Bank for SI 5.5 billion. 
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Iran snatch World Cup place 
from stunned Australians 


MELBOURNE (AFP) - 

Iran fought back from from 
two goals down here 
Saturday to snatch a 2-2 
draw against Australia and 
take the last place in next 
year’s World Cup finals. 

The two match play off 
ended 3-3 on aggregate but 
Iran go through on the 
away goals rule, even 
though they were forced to 
desperately defend for 
much of the game. 

Karim Bagheri and 

Khodadad Azizi, who 

scored late goals to level, 
the match, danced with joy * 
as the Iranian team carried j 
out a lap of honour in front * 
of the stunned 85.022 crowd 
in the giant Melbourne 
Cricket Ground. 

Iran join Japan. Saudi 

Arabia and South Korea as 
Asia's representatives at 
France *98. Their only pre- 
vious appearance at the 
finals was in Aigentina in 
1978. 

The Australians, who 

hired former England man- 
ager Terry Venables on an 
expensive contract for the 
World Cup campaign, 
slumped to the ground in 
disbelief. 

Venables said he had 
never been at a game like it. 
“We terrorised them for a 
lot of the time. It w as a cruel 
result.” 

Iran’s Brazilian coach 
Valdir Vierra apologised to 
his counterpart at the after- 
match press conference. 
Vierra's side qualified even 
though they did not win any 
of their last six World Cup 
matches. 

Hany Kewell and Aurelio 
Vi dmar put Australia ahead 
and the home side dominat- 
ed the game. 

But Australia paid for a 
series of crucial misses in a 
frenzied opening 10 min- 
utes of the maich which 
they started as favourites 
after the 1-1 draw in Tehran 
last weekend. 

Vidmar missed two open 
goals in the fust minute. 



Australia's Mart Yiduka (R) fights for the ball against Iran's Madhi Mabdavikia 
during the soccer World Cup qualifying match in Melbourne November 29. The 
match ended in a 2-2 draw making Iran the last team to qualify for the 1998 World 
Cop in France fReuters photo) 


Glasgow Rangers defender 
Craig Moore saw a shot 
cleared off the line by 
Mohammad Khakpour in 
the fourth minute, goalkeep- 
er Reza Abedzadeh just 
tipped over a Stan Lazaridis 
cross and Kewell had a 
ninth minute shot headed 
off the line by Mehdi 
Pasharzadeh. 

Leeds United striker 
Kew ell. who got Australia’s 
goal in Tehran last week, 
scored in the 32nd minute. 
A Vidmar cross went 
straight across a goalmouth 
scramble and the 19-year- 
old was waiting at the back 
to blast in. 

Australia extended the 
lead when Aurelio Vidmar 
fired home after a goal- 
mouth scramble, sending 
the crowd in raptures in 
anticipation of Australia 
reaching the finals for the 
first time since West 
Germany in 1974. 

The march was held up for 
eight minutes after a fan 
jumped on the goal net dur- 


ing the premature celebra- 
tions. The fan was led away 
by police who also helped 
tie the net back to the cross- 
bar. 

Iran. always unpre- 
dictable. slowly crept back 
into the march. 

In the 76th minute. Azizi 
launched a raid down the 
right was tackled but won 
back the ball and crossed to 
Bagheri who shot into an 
empty net. 

Three minutes. laier cen- 
tre forward Ali Daei put 
through Azizi. Asia’s player 
of the year, who won a man- 
to-man challenge against 
Australian goalkeeper Marie 
Bosnich and slotted home. 

Azizi jumped over the 
advertising hoardings to get 
to 5.000 expatriate Iranian 
supporters in the ground. 
When the game eventually 
restarted Iran had some 
final' nervous moments, 
especially when Australian 
substitute Graham Arnold’s 
header forced a spectacular 
save from Abedzadeh. But 


they held on. 

Venables said “We looked 
as good as anyone will see. 
But that’s football. It’s 
unbelievable. I have not 
w itnessed a game like it. We 
did everything but finish 
them off.’’ 

He likened the feeling of 
defeat to when England 
were beaten in the semi- 
finals of the European 
Championships last year. 

Soccer Australia president 
David Hill said Venables 
would be offered a new 
deal as the federation want- 
ed to keep him. possibly 
with an eye on the Sydney 
2000 Olympic Games. 

Venables was to name a 
squad on Sunday for a tour- 
nament in Saudi Arabia next 
month. 

Vlerra who was brought in 
as coach last month to halt 
Iran’s run of defeats has no 
fixed deal with the Iranian 
federation. “I can’t ask 
them for a contract. They 
will have to offer it to me.” 
he said. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Bjorkman enters Sydney 
International tournament 

SYDNEY (AFP) — Sweden's World No.4 
[Jonas Bjorkman has been confirmed here 
as a starter in January’s Sydney interna- 
tional tennis tournament at White" City. The 
Swedish Davis Cup player, with 69 victo- 
ries, has won more matches than any other 
player on this year’s ATP Tour. “I am real- 
ly happy to start in Sydney," Bjorkman said 
from Gothenbeig where heNlefeated 
Michael Chang to help give Sweden a 2-0 
first day singles lead over the United States 
in the Davis Cup final Friday. “It has been 
a long year but a very exciting one.” he 
said. “If anyone had told me in January that 
I would be in the top five, win three titles, 
play in the ATP Tour World Championships 
and been in the Davis Cup final. I would 
have wondered where they had been. “It’s 
a very exciting time in my career and I am 
looking forward to playing some great ten- 
nis in Sydney.'* The Sydney International, 
from January II to 17. has Australia's 
Patrick Rafter as its number one seed. 

FIFA urges free coverage 

I m 

MUNICH ( AFP ) — Football’s world gov- 
erning body FIFA is against pay TV station 
coverage of the 2002 and 2006 World 
Cups and is planning to ensure free-to-air 
television coverage. In an interview to be 
published in Saturday’s Suedeutsche 
Zeitung newspaper. FIFA's general secre- 
tary Sepp Blatter said FIFA wanted to 
(guarantee free transmission of World Cup 
matches on terrestrial channels. This pro- 
posal goes against the plans of German TV 
magnate Leo Kirch, who announced last 
month he would be negotiating for televi- 
sion rights after the 1998 finals. Kirch’s 
plans were for most matches — apart from 
the opening match, the semi-finals and 
finals — to be televised on pay channels. 


Sao Paulo in final 

SANTIAGO (AFP) — Brazil’s Sao Paulo 
reached the final of the South American 
Super Cup bearing Chile's Colo Colo 1-0 
in a second-leg match here for a 4- 1 aggre- 
gate victory. Sao Paulo will meet] 
Argentina’s River Plate in the final with 
the first leg in Sao Paulo on December 3 
and the return on December 17 in Buenos 
Aires. 

France ’98 songs to be 
unveiled at draw 

MARSEILLE (AFP) — -..The official song] 
of the France 98 committee and the World 
Cup song will both be revealed at the draw 
at the Velodrome stadium here on 
December 4. The committee song was 
written by Senegalese pop star Youssou 
N'Dour. who sings it in French with 
Belgian singer Axelle Red. The World Cup 
song will be interpreted by Ricky Martin 

Hamed’s fight to go ahead 

LONDON (AFP) — Prince Naseem 
Hamed's WBO featherweight title defence] 
against American Kevin Kelley, in New 
York on December 19 will not be stopped 
by legal action, promotor Frank Warren 
said Friday. A dispute between Hamed's 
promoter Warren and rival Don King trig- 
gered court proceedings, but a statement) 
released by Warren said any problems 
regarding the Madison Square Garden 
bouts had been resolved. The statement 
read: u Don King has conceded that he has 
no right to prevent Frank Warren’s promo- 
tion in New York featuring Naseem 
Hamed. “He has also notified Frank 
Warren that he accepts that the partnership 
between them is ai an end.” 


Gascoigne 
keen to 
avoid gaffes 

LONDON (AFP) — 
England star Paul Gascoigne 
said Saturday he is deter- 
mined to not let events in his 
private life cost him the 
chance to go into football 
management. 

And the 30-year-old 
Rangers midfielder believes 
the mistakes he has made on 
and off the pitch during his 
controversial career have 
cost him the chance to cap- 
tainjxngland. 

“f want enjoy my next few 
years and then have a break 
from it until I want to come 
back and hopefully be a 
coach or in management,” 
said Gascoigne. 

“I wouldn't mind a crack at 
that. It would be fun but I 
have done a few daft things 
in my career so I have to earn 
the respect of everybody — 
and I'll do thaL There will be 
no problem with thaL 

“Sometimes I look back 
and I could kick myself for 
things I did on the pitch and 
some of the things I did off 
the pitch. 

**I always thought when I 
was young that there could 
have been the chance to be 
captain of England, or cap- 
tain of Rangers." 

Writ the prospect of play- 
ing in another World Cup in 
France next year, he is deter- 
mined dial keeping a lower- 
profile private life will help 
him concentrate on lengthen- 
ing his playing career. 


France 1998 World Cup qualifiers 


PARIS (AFP) — Complete list of qualifiers for the I WS World Cup in France 

•Africa — Cameroon* Morocco. Nigeria. South Africa. Tunisia. 

•Asta/Ocesaa— Japan, Saudi Arabia. South Korea. Iran. 

- CONCACAF — Jamaica, Mexico. United Slate*. _ .. . „ 

• Emoj* — Austria, Belgium. Bulgaria. Croatia. Denmark. England. France fhousi. Gcima0>. W- rMtesa 
Romania, Scqtfand. Span, Yugoslavia. 

- Sooth America — Argentina. Brazil (defending champions), Colombia. Paraguay Chile . 


Bulls 
lose; 

Suns beat 
Celtics 


BOSTON 1 AP 1 — Rex 
Chapman scored five of his 
24 points in overtime 
Friday night as Phoenix 
beat the Boston Celtics 
112-108. giving the Suns 
their best start in 15 years. 

Jason Kidd had 10 assists 
for the Suns, who improved 
to 9-2 — their best stan 
since 19S2-S3 and the sec- 
ond-best stan in franchise 
history. 

Clifford Robinson, a last- 
minute addition to the start- 
ing lineup, had a season- 
high 26 points. 

Celtics rookie Ron 
Mercer had a career-high 
26 points and Antoine 
Walker had 2? with 1 1 
rebounds. 

• Cavaliers 97, Hornets 

91: In Charlotte. North 
Carolina. Weslej Person 
matched his career-high 
with 3? points and 
Cleveland harassed 

Charlotte into a season- 
high 25 turnovers to halt 
the Hornets’ five-game 
winning streak. 

ShawTi Kemp added !? 
points and 1 1 rebounds for 
the Cavaliers, who conven- 
ed Charlone’s miscues into 
29 points on the wav to 
winning their fourth con- 
secutive game. 

Person "also had a strong 
night on defence, he spent 
much of his time guarding 
glen rice, who came in 
averaging 23 points, fifth- 
best in the NBA. Rice had 
just one field goal in the 
first half and wound up 
with 14 points on 3- for- 1 1 
shooting. 

• 76ers 105, Lakers 95: In 
Philadelphia. Allen Iverson 
scored 3 1 points and 
Philadelphia handed Los 
Angeles its second loss of 
the season. 

Iverson also had eight 
assists and Jim Jackson had 
16 points, eight rebounds 
and nine assists. Eric 
Montross even had a rare 
productive night, emerging 
from a season-long slump 
with eight points and 12 
rebounds. The 76ers outre- 
bounded the Lakers 51-35. 



Pheonix Suns' Cedric Ceballos iL» tries unsuccessfully to muscle this shot past Rostov 
Celtics' John Thomas tR> in first half NBA action in Boston i Renters photo) 


Price made four free 
throw s in the final 10.5 sec- 
onds and outlaw blocked 
four shots in the final peri- 
od. 

Derek Strong's only bas- 
ket of the second half put 
Orlando ahead for good, 
and Penny Hardaway's lone 
field goal of the fourth 
quarter made it 89-85 w ith 
1 :09 to go. 

Hardaway finished with 
19 points and eight assists, 
while outlaw had 15 
points. 10 rebounds and 
five blocks. 

• Mavericks 93. Raptors 
91: In Dallas. Dennis Scon 
scored 21 points and 
Australian rookie Chris 
Ansiev came off the bench 


The Lakers were Jed by \to contribute six key fourth- 
Eldec Campbell and Kobe quarter points as Dallas 


Bry ant with 19 points each. 

• Pacers 94, Bulls 83: In 
Indianapolis, Reggie Miller 
scored 24 points, including 
two layups around Michael 
Jordan during a decisive 
third quarter run. as Indiana 
defeated Chicago. 

Jordan had 26 points and 
moved into fourth place on 
the NBA’s career scoring 
list, passing Elvin Hayes. 
He finished the game with 
27.332 points. 

The loss dropped Chicago 
to S-7, a far cry from last 
season when the Bulls did- 
n’t lose their seventh game 
until their 56th of the sea- 
son. Indiana, meanwhile, 
climbed above .500 for the 
first time since they were 
13-12 last season. 

• Magic 94, Backs 90: In 
Orlando, Florida, Mark 
Price scored 22 points and 
Bo outlaw led a strong 
fourth-quarter defencive 
effort that enabled Orlando 
to hold off Milwaukee. 


snapped a 10-game losing 
streak and handed Toronto 
its 1 2th consecutive loss. 

Anstey. acquired in a 
drafr-dav trade, hit an 18- 
foot jumper from the right 
corner with 6:11 remaining 
to put the Mavericks ahead 
for good. 83-82. 

Toronto had a shot at the 
tie. but Damon Stoudamire 
missed a layup with 4 sec- 
onds left and Shawn 
Respert missed a 3-pointer 
from the right wing at the 
buzzer. 

• Pistons 86, Knicks 78: In 
Auburn Hills. Michigan. 
Joe Duraars hit two key 3- 
pointers in the fourth quar- 
ter and Detroit overcame a 
19-point deficit to defeat 
New York. 

Dumars. who finished 
with 13 points, put the pis- 
tons ahead to stay. 75-72, 
with a 3-pointer from the 
left side with 3:26 remain- 
ing. 

Patrick Ewing, who frus- 


trated Detroit through the 
early going, had 27 points 
for die Knicks. but none 
down the stretch. New York 
shot just 3-for-I9 in the 
fourth quarter. 

•Jazz HI, Warriors 82: In 
Salt Lake City, Karl 
Malone scored 21 points 
and Greg Foster added a 
season-high IS as Utah 
roured Golden State. 

The Jazz led by 30 points 
in the first half on the way 
to their third straight win. 
while the Warriors lost for 
the 12th time in their first 

1 3 games. 

Latrell Sprewell led 
Golden State with 30 points 
and Donvell Marshall had 
15. Adam Keefe and Jeff 
Homacek added 12 apiece 
for the Jazz. 

• Nuggets 95, Timberw- 

olves 84: In Denver. 

Johnny Newman scored a 
season-high 31 points as 
Denver ended the worst 
start in franchise history. 

Bobby Jackson added 14 
points and Dean Garrett 
had 10 points and 16 
rebounds for the Nuggets, 
who had lost 12 straight to 
open the season. The NBA 
record is 0-17 by the 1988- 
89 Miami Heat. 

The Nuggets gained the 
victory despite shooting a 
season-low 37 per cent. 

Tom Gugiiona had 18 
points and 1 2 rebounds and 
Kevin Garnett added 17 for 
the Timberwolves, losers of 
five straight 

• Supersonics U3, Kings 
96: In Seattle. Vrn Baker 
scored 21 points and Gary 
Payton had 15 points and 

14 assists as Seattle won its 
sixth straight. 

The Sonics led by two at 
halftime but took command 


by cmtscoring ibe Kings 
35-18 during the third quar- 
ter for a 91-72 lead after 
three periods. 

Detlef Schrempf had 18 
points and Dale Ellis came 
off the bench and matched 
his season-high with 16 
points. 

Mitch Richmond led the 
Kings with 2 1 points. 

• Rockets 98, Trail Blazers 
89: In Portland. Oregon. 
Eddie Johnson scored nine 
of his 21 points during a 
brief stretch of the fourth 
quarter to break open a 
close game and lead 
Houston over Portland. 

Houston, which has won 
four straight, led 81-80 
when the 38-year-old 
Johnson mode four free 
throws, a 20-foot jumper 
and a 3-point basket to put 
the Rockets ahead 90-83 
with 4:30 left. 

The Blazers, who could- 
n’t get closer than seven 
points during the last two 
minutes, were led by Isaiah 
Rider's 20 poinrs. 

• Nets 104, Clippers 92: In 
Anaheim. California. Sam 
Cassell and Kerry Kittles 
each had 10- point fourth 
quarters and finished with 
25 points as New Jersey 
improved its best stan ever 
to 9-5. 

The Nets' broke the club 
record for wins in 
November, set in 1979. 
The Clippers have lost 
seven consecutive games 
against Eastern Conference 
opponents since beating the 
nets last April 6 at the 
Meadowlands. 

Brent Bony bad 16 points 
for the Clippers, who have 
lost 13 of their first 15. 
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Chris O 'Donell & 
Jene Hackman ... in 

THE CHAMBER 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 
8:30, 10:30 


CINEMA TEL.-699238 

PLAZA 


Charles Grodin ... in 

BEETHOVEN’S 2ND 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 


Nour AI Sharif & 
Layla Alwi... in 



ALMASEER 

THE BEAUTICIAN jj winner ^ the 1997 Cannes festival : 


A 



& THE BEAST 

Shows: 8:30. 10,30 


-A, 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:00, 
8:15, 10:30 


CINEMA TEL:677420 

CONCORD 

COVCOAD -X- 

Rowan Atkinson... in 

MR. BEAN 

Shows: 1 2:30, 3:30. 6: 1 5. 
8:30, 10:30 

COBCQBB - 3 - 

SLEEP WALKERS 



rtLtrro 


CINEMA 

GALLERIA 


ro jxtjo ST~ 

1 1 


f ' CINEMA TEL- C79 VU30 

GALLERIA 2 
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ABDOUN 

Nour AI Sharif & 
Layla Alwi... in 

ALMASEER 


ABDOUN 


A A 

l • 


H'iahwn VEnna flwthm 

TEL: 625155 


NOTHING TO LOSE!; 


jj (Arabic) ;; jj 

ij Winner in the 1997 Cannes festival 1 : Shows: 3:30. 6:30, 8:30. 10:30 ;| 


Shows: 3:30, 6:00 only 7 


Shows: 3:30. 6:00. 
S:I5, 10:45 


A 


NOW ON DAILY 

THE GOVERNMENT IN 
THE SERVICE 
OF PEOPLE 

Starring Hisham Yanes 
and Amol Babbas _ 

For menA w» call: 640155.625155 
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1st Division HandbanT^h^ innchip 

Ahli, Arabi hope to advance 
standing this week 


By Roufan Nahhas 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The fourth 
week of the second leg in 
Handball’s First Division 
Championship kicks off 
Sunday with third placed 
Al Ahli meeting sixth 
placed Urarn Jozeh with 
high hopes of an easy 
match and an easy move 
towards the lead- 
Al Salt are still in the 
lead with 24 points after 
beating Al Hussein 30-24 
followed by Al Arabi and 
Al Ahli with 21 points 


Standings after 3rd wppI- 


Team 

W 

D 

L 

Gf 

Ga 

Salt 

10 

1 

. 

361 

267 

Arabi 

9 

- 

■» 

400 

306 

Al Ahli 

9 

1 

. 

366 

278 

Hussein 

6 

- 

4 

296 

288 

Amman 

3 

1 

6 

308 

308 

Umm Jozeh 

3 

1 

7 

266 

336 

Y. Shouneh 

2 

. 

8 

280 

312 

Kufranjeh 

1 

1 

9 

295 

367 

Kufrsoum 

- 

1 

7 

217 

275 


13 

7 

7 

4 

4 

1 


Kufranjeh beat all odds 
and took a precious win 
from' Umm Jozfch 19-18 
and moved up one place 
from the bottom of the 
table. i 

The fourth week will 
probably witness Al Ahli's 
climb towards the top 
challenging Al Salt’s lead. 

• Al Salt 30 Al Hussein 
24: Being at the top of the 
standings gave Al Salt’s 
players a push to play with 
confidence against fourth 
placed Al Hussein. 

Al Salr took control of 
the first half leaving Al 
Hussein's defence in a 
state of confusion to lead 
19-8. 

In the second half, Al 
Hussein's players awoke 


Schedule of 4th week 

Al Ahli vs. Umm Jozeh Nov. 30 Sports Palace 
Kufranjeh vs. V. Shouneh Dec. I A I Hasson City 
Al Arabi vs. Al Hussein Dec. I A I Hussan Cilv 


from their slumber. But 
inaccurate passes made it 
impossible to win. A! Salt 
ended the match 30-24. 

• Al Arabi 41 Yarmouk 
Shouneh 27: AJ Arabi 
entered the match full of 
confidence of an easy 
match against Yarmouk 
Shouneh. 

They took the lead from 
the beginning giving no 
chance whatsoever for 
their opponents. 

Depending on Ismail 
Hasson's strong and direct 
shots, Al Arabi ended the 
first half a winner 18-10. 

Yarmouk Shouneh 
seemed to have lost hope 
to AJ Arabi 's fast and 


effective attacks and hand- 
ed the win 41-27 on a sil- 
ver plate to Al Arabi. 

■ Al Ahli 41 Amman 35: 
Second placed Al Ahli 
faced a strong resistance 
and had to resolve to a hit 
and run technique. 

Depending on Hussein 
Ahmad and Ismael Buni 
Hani, Al Ahli’s attacks 
paid off despite Amman’s 
strong defence. Al Ahli 
ended the first half 19-14. 

Amman played with 
extreme enthusiasm but 
the slow defence especial- 
ly towards the end of the 
match gave Al Ahli a 41- 
35 win. 

• Kufranjeh 19 Umm 


Jozeh 18: Last placed 
Kufranjeh needed a win to 
move from their dismal 
last place which was 
exactly what they did. 

Winning by one point 
was enough to move a step 
away from the end. 

Meanwhile the Jordan 
Handball Federation 
(JHF) announced that 
Algeria’s Ittihad Al Binaa’ 
had agreed to take part in 
the 2nd Arab Champions 
Cup to be held in Amman 
Dec. 3-13. 

On the other hand, Al 
Shabab of the United Arab 
Emirates and Palestine's 
Al Inihad have pulled out 
of the event. 

Teams p;irtici paling in 
the tournament arc: 
Egypt’s Al Ahli. Tunisia’s 
Al OJympi. Qatar’s Al 
Ray an and Qatar, A I Ahli 
of the United Arab Emi- 
rates. Saudi Arabia's Al 
Ahli. Kuwait's Al 
Qadissieh. Algeria’s Ini- 
hud Al Binaa', Lebanon's 
AJ Sadaqah and Jordan's 
Al Arabi and Al Salt. 

The JHF also announced 
that two Ukrainian players 
will play with Jordan's Al 
Arabi and Al Salt giving 
them a bigger chance to 
compete for advanced 
standings in the event. 
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slalom 


MAMMOTH MOUNTAIN 
(AFP) — Hilde Gerg won 
the second and last 
women’s parallel slalom of 
the World Cup season, beat- 
ing German teammmate 
Martina Ertl in the final on 
Friday. Third in the head- 
to-head event was Austria’ 


Fitr: 

»,« • :■ .- Alexandra Meissnitzer, 

who defeated Germany’s 

t ! •* - - 

Katja Seizinger in a ski-off 

4T-. V i’7 

• Riwkti' TrJ ‘ l ^ Pl ace - 

■ :• ■/. ■ f; r" Overall season champion 

■r; ' Deborah Compagnoni went 

4* >1 ■ ■ 

' '• ■" "■■■ 

i: : 1 

.... * -1 - out in the second round of 

*A >: * •; 

, • ; •; the hybrid, head-to-head 

t**. 

... . competition, losing to 

" . i Meissnitzer by a razor-thin 

S;--- -.1 

0.049 seconds. 

{-.*•' 

The Italian had banged 

^1 Ij4 

her frequently injured left 

- : ' 

• r \.j-t fcoce on a third gate from 


. . ; the end during the reverse 

:-t leg of the first round and 

r«iutaru> 

was not skiing at 100 per 

; j.- cent 

1 

■T-uckily it went OK," 

IS ■ - t * 

. said a relieved Com- 
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pagnoni. “I hit my knee and 
risked an injury on the third 
from last gate. I got hit on 
*e knee by a gate and it 
flowed me down a lot." 
Gerg joins France’s Leila 
Piccard as a winner of a 
parallel this year. 

The event was staged as 
J* 1 experiment by the 
International Ski Federa- 
tion and will be reviewed 
iaier to see if it will stay on 
the World Cup calendar. 

p°g knocked out compa- 

tnot Katja Seizinger in the 
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Hilde Gerg of Germany (L) crashes through a gate as she raws team mate katja 
Seizinger in the first-ever World Cup parallel race, at Mammouth, on November 28. 
Gerg won the event and Seizinger finished fourth. Gerg had no vnnning mtenri time 
after team mate Marina Ertl crashed off the course before the finish (Reuters photo) 


semi-final heat in bright 
sunshine, then got past 
another teammate. Ertl, for 
the win. Women will race 
the first super-giant slalom 
of the season here on Satur- 
day. 


The race was to have been 
held on Thursday, but a 
snowstorm at midweek pre- 
vented that scenario. Offi- 
cials may have to move up 
the hour of the start due to 
more weather approaching 


the area on Saturday after- 
noon. France’s Piccard, 
winner of the season’s first 
event a month ago in 
Tignes. France, was beaten 
in" the quarter-finals by 
Meissnitzer. 
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Friedel denied 
Liverpool move 

LONDON (AFP) — Brad Friedel 's hopes of playing for 
LlVet pool have been wrecked by a Department of Employ- 
^ decision to reject the United States international 
^^J^sper’s application for a work permit. 

The decision came as a bitter blow to Liverpool as they 
to face Arsenal in Sunday’s English Premiership 
maic h at Highbury. • 

c Iub had been confidently predicting al) week that 
ey had won the battle to sign Friedel. and had even 
°P e d to fly him to England in time for the Arsenal match. 
Although he has the right of appeal, it is the fourth time 
has had an application rejected, and his advisors may 
ider that avenue is pointless. 

jj Qet ^l has previously had applications to join Newcas- 
. ’ Middlesbrough and Southampton . rejected, and has 
qJJ for ced to play in Europe for Brondby and 


DUTY FREE CAR FOR SALE 


Ruiek ReaaJ, V8. 1979, dark blue, fully 
Quipped. P 9 rice JD1 .200 only Car can be seen 
at the 7th Circle area, behind Geneva Hotel, 
between (2-4) o'clock, on Sunday and Monday, 
30th & 1st. 


20% 0FF 


ON ALL 


Wadi Saqra BookShop 1 

n^*7v Until 10:30 


Sweden win Davis Cup 


GOTHENBURG, Sweden 
i AFPj — Sweden won the 
Davis Cup here Saturday 
when they took an unbeat- 
able 3-0 lead in the final 
against the United States 
by winning the doubles. 

Jonas Bjorkman and 
NickJas Kulti defeated 
Jonathan Stark and Todd 
Martin 6-4. 6-4, 6-4 in two 
hours in front of a capacity 
1 1 ,000 spectators inside 

the Gotheburg Scandinavi- 
an. 

It was Sweden's sixth tri- 
umph in the competition. 
They also won the event in 
1975, 1984. 1985. 1 987 and 
1994. 

The United States, who 
had been bidding for their 
52nd success in the presti- 
gious team event, went 2-0 
behind in the tie on Friday 
when their World No. I 
Pete Sampras had to retire 
with an injured left calf 
against Magnus Larsson 
while trailing 3-6, 7-6 (7/1 >. 
2 - 1 . 

Bjorkman had beaten 
Michael Chang 7-5, 1-6, 6- 
3. 6-3 in Friday’s opening 
singles. 

Cheered on by an 
unashamedly partisan and 
excited home crowd, Bjork- 
man and Kulti delivered a 
major first blow to Ameri- 
can morale when they 
stormed back after trailing 
40-0 to break Stark for a 5- 
4 lead. 

Bjorkman, always consid- 
ered one of the world’s top 
doubles players before his 
remarkable rise up the sin- 
gles rankings this year 
from 69th to fourth, showed 
plenty of determination. 

Putting exaggerated slice 
on his big first senes to the 
forehand court, he served 
out magnificently to clinch 
the 34-minute first set. 

In the second. Stark, a late 
substitute for the injured 
Alex O’ Bren and winner at 
last week's World Doubles 
Championships alongside 
compatriot Rick Leach, 
again found himself under 
pressure. 

And when he dropped his 
serve again to put the home 
side into a 4-3 lead, the way 
back for Tom Gullikson’s 
players looked almost 
impossible. 

Keeping up a non-stop 
bombardment of sharp vol- 



Sweden’s Jonas Bjorkman shouts in celebration after defeating Michael Chang of the 
United States during first round singles action at the Davis Cup finals. Bjorkman won 
the match 7-5 1-6 6-3 6-3 (Reuters photo) 



Pete Sampras (R) of the United States watches as a trainer bandages his leg after it 
was injured during first round singles action against Sweden's Magnus Larsson at the 
Davis Cup finals. Sampras was forced to withdraw from the match after pulling his 
calf muscle, and Larsson won 3-6 7-6 2-1 ( Reuters photo) 


leys from the net and 
superbly-angled ground- 
strokes which left even the 
6ft 6in Martin lunging 
hopelessly, the Swede’s 
surged even further clear 
when Martin failed to hold 
sene in the third game. 

Although Bjorkman 
dropped his serve to enable 
the Americans back to 3-3 


the Swedes brake Martin 
again to lead 4-3 and Kulti 
— who losr the final singles 
8-10 in the fifth set to 
Amaud Boetsch in last 
year’s thrilling Final 
against France in Malmo — 
made no mistakes in the 
next game to put Sweden 5- 
3 clear. 

In a final but futile effort 


to stem the tide. Stark held 
his serve and the Ameri- 
cans then went 0-30 clear 
and 15-40 clear on Bjork- 
nian's serve. 

But the Swedes surged 
back, saving three break 
points before the home 
Nol polished off the match 
with a service winner and 
an ace. 


FA supremo hails revolution in English football 


LONDON (AFP) — The 
recent success of Glenn 
Hoddle’s national side and 
of Manchester United in 
the European Champions’ 
League is evidence of 
English football’s rising 
stock in world football. 
Football Association chair- 
man Keith Wiseman said 
Friday. 

But the FA supremo 
warned that lasting success 
has not yet been achieved 
and that more Premiership 
clubs need to match Unit- 
ed’s achievements before 
English teams can top the 
cream of Italy. Germany, 
France or Spain. 

The shifting powerbase 
face of European football 
has been highlighted this 
season by Champions 
League results which have 
seen Spanish giants 
Barcelona eliminated. Ital- 
ian champions Juventus on 
the brink of going out and 
Real Madrid beaten by 
Rosenborg of Norway. 

United, meanwhile, have 
been installed as competi- 
tion favourites, with a 100 
per cent record in their 
group games, to match the 
continuing success of the 
national side in reaching 
the Euro 96 semi-finals 
and achieving automatic 
qualification for the 1998 
World Cup at Italy’s 
expense. 

Wiseman believes that 
English football is only 
just starting to reap the 
benefit of the reforms put 
into place at the end of the 
last decade, following the 


stadium disasters at Hills- 
borough and Heysel. 

Wiseman said: “If we 
had looked at the whole 
situation in English foot- 
ball post-Heysef and post- 
Hill&brough, we would 
have been stretched to 
imagine that we could 
have been in such a poten- 
tially successful situation 
at the moment. 

“I’m very positive. 1 
hope Manchester Linked 
can go oil the way this 
time — there is certainly 
no obvious reason why 
they can’t. 

“At international level, 
over the last two or three 
years we certainly seem to 
have developed a different 
status altogether.” 

However, he also cau- 
tioned that recent reversals 
did not mean that the 
reigns of super clubs such 
as Juventus. Barcelona and 
Real Madrid — or leading 
countries such as Italy — 
are over. 

He said: ‘‘If I was being 
ultra-critical 1 would have 
to say that at the moment 
Manchester United are the 
only English club who 
would appear to be gaining 
the consistent ability to 
defeat other teams at the 
top level. 

“I would like to see a 
greater breadth of success. 

1 am sure, for example, 
that Liverpool and Arsenal 
would have been very dis- 
appointed at the stage at 
which they exited the 
UEFA Cup. 

“We still clearly have 


more to do to achieve the 
same position in the hier- 
archy as perhaps Italy, 
Germany. Spain or France. 

“But we have to remem- 
ber that those five missing 


years from European com- 
petition did affect the 
clubs and it takes time to 
gain the experience of 
European competition that 
you need." 


CAR FOR SALE 

Land Rover Discovery FXi Automatic, V8i 
3.5 litre engine, 1993 model, 68,000 kms, 

duty free. 

Price: JD1 2,500 

Tel.: 823100 


FOR RENT 

Super Deluxe Fully Furnished Apartment 

Located at Urn Utheina • Amman - 258 sq.m., including 2 large 
salons, dining and guest rooms, 3 bedrooms plus one master 
bedroom, 3 bathrooms, fully equipped big kitchen, 2 balconies. 12 It. 
satellite, store room, telephone and independent heating system. 
Suitable (or companies or cSplomatic missions. 

For more details, contact 5532831 


Experienced Maid 
Wanted 

Call Tel.: 679057 
after 4:00 p.m. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 


TOO TOUGH FOR THE CROCODILE 


North-South vulnerable. North 
deals. 

NORTH 
* AK J7 
<?K108 
0076 
*A7 

WEST EAST 

*42 *3 

9QJ9662 7A743 

* J 0 Q 10 95 

*J9S4 4 0 10 6 3 

SOUTH 
a Q 10986 5 
C Void 
v A 4 3 2 
+ K 82 

The bidding: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 

1NT Pan 3* Paa. 

<4 Pm 40 Pua 

SO Pan 6* Pan 

Pu Pua 

Opening lead: Queen of C 

There w often great flexibility in 
how you tackle a euiL looking only 
at the North-South bands, how 
would you handle diamonds? 

North-South bid excellently to 
the spade slam. North a cuspid of 
four clubs showed a maximum no 
trump. tucceMen*. spade support, and 


first-round control of dub* After 
South cue-bid diamonds. North's 
return cue-bid in the suit promised 

second-round control, while den vine 
the Pro of hearts. That was good 
flews fin- South, whu promptly con- 
tracted for a small slira in spades. 

W est led the queen of hearts, cat?- 
crod by the king and ore and ruffed 
in the dosed hand. The ace and 
king of trump*: were used os entries 
for two more heart niffy, in the 
Process extracting the encmv fangs 
Next came the ace irnd kiqg dub 
and a club niff. The stage was set 
tor declarer to tackle diamonds. 

East played low on the diamond 
lead in dummy, as did dedarer. In 
with die yack. East was forced to 
concede a roff-sluff. al lowing declare 
er to ruff on the table, while dis- 
cardmg the diamond looser from 
hand. Note that, if die sun broke 3. 

declarer would still be safe. 

It might seem Lhat East could 
execute what is known as a ‘croco- 
dile roup in diamonds by going up 
with the queen to swallow pnitnerV, 

E J** mwst ™wni a 
high diamond to dummy a June, and 
declarer has a marked finesse in 

diara!| l If “ P ^ a3t! ’ nfmaining 
diamonds. Six spades bid 
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Kingdom will continue to back 
Palestinians’ endeavours until 
they realise aspirations — King 


NEW YORK (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein said 
in a message addressed to 
the United Nations that 
“without peace there can be 
no room for progress and 
development and without 
the establishment of jus- 
tice, peace will have no 
meaning and cannot Iasi." 

In his message to the 
U.N. Committee on the 
Exercise of the Inalienable 
Rights of the Palestinian 
People on the eve of the 
world’s observance of the 
International Day for 
Solidarity with the 
Palestinians to be held this 
year on Dec. 1, the King 
said “our support for the 
Palestinian people to help 


them regain their rights 
will continue at all forums 
and on all levels.” 

“We support the 
Palestinians [in their quest] 
to regain their rights in 
their national homeland 
and will continue to back 
their endeavours until they 
realise their national aspi- 
rations." added the King. 

“When our efforts to 
establish just and compre- 
hensive peace in the 
Middle East achieved some 
success, we had expected 
with great hope and opti- 
mism to see the success 
leave some positive impact 
on the Palestinian people’s 
problem and inalienable 
rights including the righr to 


determining their fate on 
their national soil. But the 
months and the years went 
by without witnessing any 
change and, regrettably, the 
Palestinians’ suffering and 
pain have been increasing 
and aggravated by the day," 
the King pointed oul 
He said that the world 
community and the U.N. 
have a duty to help solve 
the Palestine problem until 
the Palestinians regain their 
legitimate rights. 

The King pointed out 
that “the peoples of the 
Middle East region have 
suffered a great deal over 
past decades and they have 
wasted their resources and 
potentials because of the 


absence of peace." 

“Now that the winds of 
peace have started to blow 
towards the Middle East, 
the world community is 
invited to support justice 
and what is right so that 
real peace can be estab- 
lished and prevail in the 
whole region," the King 
said. 

The King expressed his 
appreciation of the world 
community’s relentless 
efforts to help achieve the 
aspired goal of enabling the 
Palestinian people attain 
their full and inalienable 
rights including their right 
of determining their fate on 
their national soil. 


Iraq offers dialogue, warns 
of time-bomb on inspections 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — 
Iraq on Saturday offered 
dialogue with the United 
Nations on the issue of 
access to “sensitive" 
sites which it warned 
was a time-bomb, as 
U.N. weapons experts 
started a second week of 
inspections. 

A U.S. spy plane, 
meanwhile, overflew 
Iraq for the fourth time 
during the month-long 
crisis over arms inspec- 
tions, despite past Iraqi 
threats to shoot it down, 
the official news agency 
IN A said. 

The high-altitude 
plane is used to back up 
the work of the U.N. 
Special Commission 
(UNSCOM) in charge of 
disarming Iraq. 

The U-2 entered Iraqi 
airspace from the south, 
flew over Karbala and 
headed north up to Arbi I 
before returning. INA 
said. “Iraq's air defences 
followed the movement 
of the plane from the 
moment it entered Iraqi 
airspace." 

The official newspaper 
A1 Jumhuriya, mean- 
while, said that Baghdad 
“wants to reach a solu- 
tion through negotiation 
and dialogue, not by a 
resort to force.” 

The Iraqi leadership is 
‘‘ready to discuss the 
outstanding issues in an 
open spirit, so long as 
the other party is pre- 
pared to be objective and 
neutral,” said the paper. 

Iraq's offer to open its 
presidential palaces to 
U.N. delegates has "put 
the ball in the camp of 
the {U.N.] Security 
Council" and it should 


“seize this opportunity 
to defuse the bomb 
which America wants to 
see explode," it said. 
The UNSCOM weapons 
inspectors started a sec- 
ond week of inspections 
on Saturday. INA said 
the work went smoothly 
and that UNSCOM visit- 
ed 20 sites. 

Iraqi officials said 
Friday that UNSCOM 
had inspected a total of 
96 sites in seven days, 
after a three- week break 
because of an Iraqi ban 
on U.S. members of 
UNSCOM. The inspec- 
tions have so far been 
free of incident. The 
Commission resumed its 
work on Nov. 22 after 
Baghdad lifted the ban 
and expelled U.S. 
nationals returned to 
Iraq together with their 
colleagues who had been 
evacuated. Western 
diplomats at the United 
Nations said U.S. and 
Russian diplomats were 
working on a draft text 
to present a unified 
Security Council 

response next week to 
Iraq's latest offer. Iraq's 
proposal was aimed at 
dividing the Security 
Council, where perma- 
nent members China, 
France and Russia are 
more sympathetic 
toward Baghdad than 
hardliners Britain and 
the United States, the 
diplomats said. U.N. 
sanctions in force since 
Iraq invaded Kuwait in 
1990 cannot be lifted 
until UNSCOM certifies 
it has eliminated 
Baghdad’s weapons of 
mass destruction. 


Annan fails to seek specific 
Iraq oil-for-food increase 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) — UN. chief Kofi Annan on Friday failed 
toiecornmend to the UN. Security Council a specific increase in an oil- 
for-food deal with Iraq, ignoring the advice of aides in Baghdad. 

A UN. official said that Mr Annan “is not recommending any specif- 
ic figure" in his report on die oil-for-food scheme that is to be transmit- 
ted to the Security Council on Monday. 

But he asks the 15-member Council to “consider the possibility of 
increasing the revenues" in the year-old arrangement aimed at easing the 
suffering of the Iraqi people from seven-year old sanctions, the official 
said 

“We need more aid” said another official. “But he [Annan] leaves it 
up to them.'* referring to the Council members. 

Mr. Annan, according to UN. sources, in an earlier draft of the report 
proposed increasing the oU-fop-food deal from $2 billion over the next 
six-month period to S3 billion. 

He finalised the report after talking on Friday to Benon Sevan, the 
UN. official in charge of the arrangement's implementation, who has 
just returned from Iraq. 

One UN. source said that a “political tug of war" had gone on tins 
week involving Mr. Annan's representatives in Baghdad and UN. agen- 
cies, who were pressing for the revenues to be doubled to $4 billion, and 
UN. secretariat officials. 

Mr. Annan’s report, according to officials familiar with the document, 
points out that the current programme in fence since last December is not 
adequate to meet the Iraqi population's basic needs. 

The UN. Security Council is due to discuss Ml Arman’s report next 
week before deciding whether to roll over tire oil-for-food at existing 
levels for another six months when it expires on Dec. 5. 

The arrangement provides for Iraq to export $2 billion dollars worth 
of ofl every six months, in return for badly-needed food and medical 
supplies to help the sanctions-hit Iraqi people. 

Security Council diplomats said that after signalling a readiness to 
consider increasing the dollar amount to $3 billion, Washington has now 
backed down fearing that it could be perceived as a concession to 
Baghdad. 

As a result, the council is expected to extend the deal at current levels 
for another six-month period, while expressing readiness to reconsider 
an adjustment at a later stage. 

Iraq and the United Nations have been in a standoff since Oct. 29, 
when Iraqi President Saddam Hussein threatened to expel U.S. weapons 
inspectors. 

Russia defused the crisis by persuading President Hussein to withdraw 
the threat, but tensions are still running high as the Iraqi leadership is 
continuing to deny access to the UN. inspectors. 

The sanctions can only be lifted when the UN. inspectors certify that 
Iraq has dismantled all its weapons of mass destruction. 

UN. agencies in Baghdad this week launched a concerted effort aimed 
at increasing the ofl-fbr-food provisions. 



Try your luck in the JORDAN TTME^M-cver^y Year's Lottery. 

You may be jost the one to drive home in a branlS/ Suzuki Baleno 

As of tomorrow,' Monday, Dec. 1, 1997, the JORDAN TIMES will begin its New Year 

lottery programme 




The Grand Prize 

Suzuki Baleno 

1300 cc, 1997, customs duty paid car, (made in Japan) 

Many other valuable prizes. 


Sponserd by: 

- SUZUKI ' 

1 THE COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL CO. 


SoiiTjE); M;crs Si. Tai, s?351S2 . Head Office Tel. SS1397 Fas. 63993S 


At least two 
dead in 
Saudi- Yemeni 
border clash 

SANAA (AFP) — Two 
Yemenis were killed and 
four wounded in a clash 
between Saudi and Yemeni 
border patrols earlier this 
month, an authoritative 
source said here Saturday. 

The source, declining to 
be named, said the two 
countries had “contained” 
the Nov. 17 incident and 
that it would not affect 
their relations. 

The clash took place 
inside Yemeni territory 
after a Saudi flag was 
raised over a school in the 
village of Qarqahi, 300 
kilometres north of Sanaa, 
he said. 

All the casualties were 
either Yemeni soldiers or 
civilians, he said, warning 
that some local newspa- 
pers had tried to exagger- 
ate the incident in an effort 
to harm relations. 

The opposition daily A1 
Thawri has said three 
Yemeni soldiers and more 
than six Saudi soldiers 
were killed. 



A masked Palestinian youth is carried away by friends after being shot by the Israeli 
army during a demonstration in Bethlehem, on Saturday (Reuters phopto) 


On 50th anniversary of partition vote 

Arafat calls for full 
U.N. status for PNA 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — The 50th anniver- 
sary Saturday of the UN. 
vote to partition Palestine 
between Jewish and Arab 
states was marked with a 
public caB for full UN. status 
from the Palestinians, but 
low key Israeli celebrations. 

“Palestine must be able to 
take part fully in all U.N. 
activities and U.N. -linked 
organisations," President 
Yasser Arafat said in an open 
letter to die United Nations 
published in Palestinian 
newspapers. 

“Such complete participa- 
tion would only strengthen 
efforts we are deploying to 
reach a full and total peace in 
(he Middle East,” said 
President ArafaL 

While Jews had their wish 
for a homeland granted fol- 
lowing the vote on Nov. 29, 
1947, to divide the land then 
ruled by Britain under UN. 
mandate, 50 years on the 
hopes of the Arabs are still in 
limbo. 

The Palestine Liberation 
Organisation, which signed 
the interim peace accords 
with Israel, has observer sta- 
tus at the U.N., but the 


Palestinian National 

Authority, which controls 70 
per cent of the Gaza Strip but 
just three per cent of the West 
Bank, is not represented. 

With peace talks that may 
lead to Palestinian statehood 
stalled for months, both the 
pro-Arafat Fateh and tire 
Islamist opposition group 
Hamas planned protest 
demonstrations marking the 
anniversary in die West Bank 
town of Nablus. 

On the Israeli side, the 
right-wing government of 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu, was planning 
few celebrations for die UN. 
vote which led to the creation 
of a Jewish state in 1948, 
except fix' a reception for the. 
ambassadors of those coun- 
tries, which appipyed it..,-,,. . 

“We do not accept that 50 
years on we* haver to imple- 
ment a resolution that was 
rejected at fee time by fee 
Arabs," Mn Netanyahu said 
in the run-up to the anniver- 
sary. 

In 1947, Arab nations at die 
UN. rejected the partition 
plan calling instead for a 
“unitary, democratic and 
independent" Palestine. 


Tel Aviv Mayor Roni Milo 
invited the 33 ambassadors to 
a ceremony in the Hall of 
Independence where Zionist 
leader David Ben Gurion 
proclaimed fee creation of 
die stale of Israel in May 
1948. 

A ceremony was also to be 
held at David Ben Gurion 
Square in Tel Aviv where 50 
years ago Jews danced with 
joy on hearing the result of 
the UN. vote. 

The UN. director general 
in Geneva, Vladimir 
Petroski, was expected to 
attend. 

But despite special broad- 
casts cm Israeli radio and tele- 
vision. the vast majority of 
Israelis remain unaware of 
the historic UN. decision, 
according to an opinion poll 
published on Friday. 

. Just 17 per cent of Israeli 
Jews knew exactly what hap- 
pened oh Nov. 29, 1947, 
according to the poll in 
Jerusalem weekly newspaper 
YerushaJaim. 

Nearly two- thirds (64 per 
cent) thought Nov. 29 was 
the date of fee proclamation 
of the Israeli state, which 
took place six months laiec 


Egypt rules out U.S., Israeli 
relation to Luxor massacre 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt has 
ruled out any involvement of 
tiie Israeli or US. intelligence 
services in the Nov. 17 Luxor 
massacre in which 58 foreign 
tourists died 

President Hosni Mubarak's 
political adviser Ussama Baz 
told foreign journalists that, 
while this was "a popular the- 
ory” in Egypt, “as long as we 
have no inf ormati on that 
could justify this conclusion 
one should not go after these 
wild interpretations.” 

He also saw no link between 
the killings and Egypt’s boy- 
cott of the recent regional eco- 
nomic conference in Doha 
because of Israel's presence. 

“We are leaving no stone 
unturned in our efforts to 
analyse fee situation, to try to 
fill ail fee gaps, fee loopholes . 
we have discovered in the sys- 


tem,” Ml Baz added 
Asked about steps bong 
taken to secure the safety of 
foreign tourists, Ml Baz said 
“We cannot reveal the details 
of our measures and the rein- 
forcement we have introduced 
to tiie security Systran.” 

But be added ‘We feel feat 
wife the implementation of 
these measures it will be very 
unlikely to have .any recur- 
rence of terrorist operations, 
not only in respect to tourist 
sites but to all of Egypt" 

‘We are going to have both 
visible and invisible security,” 
Ml Baz said adding, “We are 
not going to turn Egypt into a 
police state, we are notgoing 
to have a police officer on 
. every comer, we are not in a 
.. State of wan" 

Mu Baz said the govetn- 
■ m«nt had obtained informa- 


tion that the killers were 
trained abroad but no formal 
proof. 

“Some of them were veter- 
ans of the war in Afghanistan, 
some of them came to Egypt 
and some fled from Egypt 
long ago." 

Egypt had been contacting 
“Some of our European 
friends" for assistance, but ‘‘so 
far there has been a mixed 
response." 

“Some countries have been 
forthcoming and cooperative 
and other countries were less 
enthusiastic to say the least 
They rile either legal intrica- 
cies and difficulties or the fact 
feat they c laim that these peo- 
ple are not there.” 

Earlier this week President 
Mubarak accused Britain of 
sheltering Egyptian Is lamis ts 
on tinman rights grounds. 


2 U.N. helicopters to help rescue 
‘from jaw of death’ in Somalia 


NAIROBI (R) -— Two large 
helicopters enlisted to help res- 
cue victims of flooding in 
Somalia were due to arrive in 
Kenya, on Saturday and should' ; 
be in action by. next week; a 
UN. spoteswoman said ’ 

The MI-18 hdkxipteES 
loaded onto an Ilyushin plane 
would arrive in the Kenyan 
capital from the Ukraine at 6 
pjn. local time and should be.' 
in use early next week, Lynn" 
Geldof, spokeswoman for the j 
UN. Somalia Inter- Agraicyr^ 
Hood Response said. • ' • 

“These [hehcoptets] will be 
used to rescue people from the 
jaws of death, people who 
have been living in tree lops ot 
are marooned, or who are sen- 
ously fll. They will also deliv- 


er food,” Ms. Geldof told 


"Ihe whole operation has 
bear seriously hampered by 
our inability to reife people 
and new with [the helicopters 
antij fee Norwegian boats we 
should be able to get things 
moving," she said 
Norway last week donated 
10 motor boats to the flood 
response. 

' Thirteen people have died in 
sthe last 24 hours in Somalia 
;fmamly fioin flood-related dis- 
eases, bringing the death ton 
since flooding began over a 
month ago to at least 1,487, 
Ms, Geldof said. 

At least 230,000 people 
have been displaced by fee 
flooding, while 2 1 ,000 head of 


livestock and 60,000 hectares 
. of crops and farmland have 
been destroyed, acconfing to a 
■ statement by fee Somalia aid 
coordination body, which 
groups UN. and non-govern- 
mental aid agencies. 

A total of six people were 
feared drowned and 500 left 
homeless because of flooding 
n^r-Cteissa, east Kenya, on 
Friday ' the privately-owned 
Kenya . television network 
repeated on Saturday. 

The aid Agency. Doctors 
without Borders (MSF) sard 
on Saturday IFO refugee camp ! 
in northeast Kenya was almost 
totally flooded Around 40,000 
Somali refugees live in three 
camps in fee area. 


‘Dog Brain of 
Britain’ crowned 

LONDON (AFP) — Guide , 
dog Dill was crowned \ 
“Dog Brain of Britain” . 
Saturday after he showed 
how he could wake his ; 
owner when. an alarm clock 
rang, fetch slippers and 
find keys concealed inside 
a washing machine. Dill, a 
three-year-old cocker 
spaniel, beat off competi- 
tion from 75 other hounds, 
including one that plays 
football and another that 
does card tricks, to take the 
title at the competition in 
West London. But talk at 
the competition centred 
around why another final- 
ist. Caela, a “talking” dog 
whose catch phrases 

include “I want water” and 
“I want home” and who 
was thought to be Dill’s 
main rival, had faded ro 
show. Organisers denied 
rumours that she had 
phoned sick. 

Jumping Jack Flash, 
s till a gas 

THE HAGUE (AFP) — 
Any lingering doubts about 
the pulling power of ageing 
rock icons the Rolling 
Stones were dispelled 
when rickets for the only 
Dutch date in their current 
world tour sold out in just 
25 minutes, despite a limit 
of eight tickets per person. 

“It was incredible." one of 
the Dutch organisers said. 
“We were on the telephone 
with the Siones’ manager 
in London and we simply- 
decided to organise addi- 
tional concerts as we went 
along wife fee ticket sales.” 

In the end, 200.000 tickets 
went in an hour, commit- 
ting the .British group to 
three extra concerts on Jul. 

1, 2 and 5. 

Elton John to sell 
designer outfits 

LONDON (AFP) — Pop : 
superstar Elton John is sell- 1 
ing 10.000 of his often * 
weird and wacky designer = 
outfits to raise money for 
his AIDS charity. The " 
singer will put the contents 
of scores of wardrobes on i 
sale in London from Dec. =i 
20 in aid of the Elton John .= 
AIDS Foundation, » 

Britain’s Mirror daily * 
reported. As well as suits j 
made by the likes of the •; 
late Gianni Versace, there ^ 
will also be some of his f 
flamboyant stage cos- : 
tumes. t 

Paris fashion 
show for women 
who don’t fit in 

PARIS (AFP) — Stylist 
Edmond Boublil is hosting 
a fashion show for those f 
generously-proportioned I 
women he says are ignored i 
by other designers. Ten ! 
models from . size 46 ■ 
upwards will parade down 
the catwalk at the Paris 
show on Dec. 1. Figures 
show that one quarter of 
French women are at least ■ 
size 46, and that 7.6 million 
of them are thought to be \ 
“ample.” - 

Winston Churchill j 
painting sold for g 
$240,000 at auction f 

LONDON (AFP) — A 
painting by former British 
prime minister Winston . 
Churchill was sold for 
$240,000, double its esti- 
mate, the Christie’s auction 
house announced. The 
painting _ was .entitled 
“Mimizan Landes’*, a refer- 
ence to the Duke of 
Westminster's estate .in 
Mimizan, in the Bordeaux - 
region, where Churchill 
was often a guest “This is 
a superb painting by 
Churchill,”' said Jonathan 
Horwich, head of Christie’s 
department for contempo- 
rary paintings. \ 








